
There was a television show years back whose theme 
music was ―movin‘ on up‖.  Thinking about what Camp 
Kinderland has accomplished these past twelve months 
reminded me of that song.   
 

We completely re-built the basketball court which is 
camp‘s gathering place for share, dance, performance, 
even basketball.  We replaced most of the camp‘s beds 
and mattresses, long overdue.  We have a strong  
functioning building committee that has been working 
with Cindy True and Dennis Cormier and their staff to 
maintain our facility and to plan for future major  
additions. 
 

From the feedback we have been getting from parents, 
campers and staff we concluded a very successful  
summer program in Tolland.  We had a significant  
increase in enrollment, especially in the younger groups, 
which bodes well for the future.  We are fortunate to 
have Cindy Zinger, Ira Palansky, and an excellent staff 
of group leaders, counselors, specialists, nurses and 
kitchen personnel.  These are the people who make the 
camp experience so successful. 
 

We have a hard working Board of Directors that puts  
in a lot of time and energy.  Among the things that we 
accomplished was coming to a consensus, setting forth 
camp‘s vision, mission statement, and values, an  
arduous process led by our Development Director, 
Ileana Font-Soloway and Board Member Laura  
Shmishkiss.   
 

Ileana was also effective in leading fundraising activities 
which raised the money needed to carry out needed  
upgrade projects. 
 

The main thing that keeps us going is you, our broad 
camp family.  You stood by us when we struggled and 
you stepped up to the plate when asked.  Your love of 
camp, its history, its values, and its people is what  
matters most.                    Billy Rothberg 

Letter from the President 

In This Issue 
Letters from the President and Director…....1 
Babies, Books and All Kinds of Naches..…..2 
In Memoriam……………….…………..….5 
Benefit Weekend: A Cherished Reunion...….8 
Kinderland in Cuba: Two Perspectives...........9 
2015 Kinderland Board Retreat...…………..10 
$50K in 50 Days for 50 Winks………….…10 
Kinderland Basketball Tournament in NYC.11 
Summer 2015: Peace Olympics …….….......12 
Celebrating the Life of Nelson Mandela…...14 
Mandela Celebration: Wall of Heroes……...14 
Through Others‘ Eyes………..……....…….15 
Dance Adventure Comes to Kinderland…...15 
New to Kinderland………………………...16 
New Basketball Court……………………...16 
Join a Kinderland Committee ……….…….17 
Art for Art Tsuzamen Kumen……………..17 
Arts & Activism Festival 2016……………..18 
Shop Online For a Cause…………..….…...19 
Calendar & Camp Merchandise..…………..19 
Phonathon……………………………...…20

Editor: Ileana Font-Soloway      No.  39   September 2015

2015 KINDERLAND  
NEWSLETTER 

Letter from the Director 

I am so happy to say that once again, we had a fantastic summer. 
Each and every one of our staff is fantastic. They are  
compassionate, generous and completely dedicated to camp. It is 
always inspiring to see our staff work so diligently to make sure 
that our campers are treated with love and respect. It is so thrilling 
to watch the relationships that form between everyone.   And of 
course, it is so wonderful to watch our campers thrive as they  
participate in all of the camp activities. 
 
It was a great surprise to many of our campers to see our brand 
new Basketball Court that was put in before the summer as well as 
to get to enjoy their new beds. Our full time Maintenance Staff 
were very busy, not only preparing for the summer but also for the 
arrival of Dennis and Cindy‘s new baby, Clarisse.   
 
Our theme this summer was:  We Are Each Other‘s Keepers:  
Working together for Racial Justice and Equality.  Our Peace 
Olympics teams were: End Racial Profiling, Equal Education for 
All, Fair Housing for All, and End Environmental Racism. Each 
team created beautiful murals as well as shared their skits, dances 
and cheers. Our carnival continued with the same theme. We also 
honored Nelson Mandela during our Nelson Mandela Arts Festival 
in August. 
 
(Continued on Page 2) 
 

President Billy Rothberg Director Cindy Zingher 
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Inez Al Pagano 

Babies 
 

Samuel Marcus 
Jaklevic. Born 
on January 5, 
2014 to Abby 
Biberman 
(camper in the 
90s, staff in 90s 
and 00s) and 
David Jaklevic. 
Sammy looks 
forward to 
being an Inter 
in the early 2020s!  
 
Bubbe Judee is thrilled and delighted 
to announce, very belatedly, the birth 
of her einikl, Rebecca Brook  
Goldstein Mirer, born February 9, 
2014 

Father:  Jacob 
Chris Mirer,  
Kinderland 
camper,  
counselor, group 
leader, and 
drama director 
Mother: Debby 
Goldstein 
 
 

 
Charles  
Tummino 
Silverman was 
born Oct. 18, 
2014 to Alana  
Tummino and 
Matthew 
Silverman.   
 

 

 
Olimpia Mays-
Davidman was 
born January 9, 
2015. She's 
crawling and 
standing and 
never stops  
moving! Moms 
are Amy  
Davidman and 
Aspen Mays. 
We're currently 
living in  
Oakland, CA. 
Amy is a booking agent for bands and 
musicians and Aspen is a professor of 
photography at California College of 
Art. 
 
 

Jolene H.G. McRee was born on Feb-
ruary 23, 2015 to parents Emily & 
Ryan H.G. McRee. 

 
 
Inez Al 
Pagano was 
born to 
parents 
Kate Rose 
Itzkowitz 
and  
Andrew 
Pagano on 
May 27, 
2015.  
 

Grandparents Steve and Erica  
Itzkowitz and great-grandparents 
Monie and Fay Itzkowitz welcome 
this fifth generation Kinderlander into 
the world!  

Here are many of this summer‘s highlights: 

 Our 14‘s play was adapted and directed by Julia Rosenblatt using short stories by I.L. Peretz.  

 Our 2nd year CIT Play was Newsies, directed by Maranda Kosten and Maddy Simon. 

 We honored the 100th anniversary of Joe Hill‘s execution with folksinger Charlie King. 

 We enjoyed a square/folk dance led by Cliff Broder had every staff and camper on the basketball court. 

 We took our campers to various shows including:  Shakespeare‘s A comedy of Errors; Shrek, The Musical; as well as a 
Spanish Circus.    

 Several campers went on an Arts Day to the Three Sisters Sanctuary. 

 We once again welcomed a group of Israeli Jews and Israeli Palestinian campers and staff from Givat Haviva‘s  
program ―Through Others Eyes‖.   Both of our CIT groups were able to engage with our guests and enjoy both 
learning about their new friends as well as sharing their own experiences.   It continues to be a truly successful  
gathering and one that we hope will continue yearly. 

 This year we welcomed a new program called Dance Adventure, led by Jennie Miller and Lilly Rubin Miller. They 
came to Kinderland for a week and spent their time studying dance as well as joining in some regular camp  
programming with our campers.   

 

I am always so grateful for our Full Time Staff and Board who spend all year making sure that camp continues to be so  
successful.    
                              Cindy Zingher 

Babies, Books, and Babies, Books, and Babies, Books, and    

All Kinds of NachesAll Kinds of NachesAll Kinds of Naches   

Charles Tummino Silverman 

Samuel Marcus Jaklevic 

Rebecca Brook Goldstein Mirer 

Jolene H.G. McRee 

Olimpia Mays-Davidman 
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Clarisse Phiddy  
True Cormier 

Cindy True and Dennis Cormier  
announce the arrival of their daughter 
Clarisse Phiddy True Cormier, born 
on June 1, 
2015. 
Clarisse had a 
great first  
summer at 
Camp with 
lots of visits 
from her  
sister, Aviva. 
She is looking  
forward to 
next summer 
when she can play  
on the swing set with her friends and 
chase her dog Barley around on the 
grass. 
 

Josephine (Josie) Bee Alford was born 
to parents Danielle Sandella Alford 
and John William Alford III on June 
12, 2015. She is looking forward to 
being an inter in the summer of 2024! 
 

 
Eric and Laura 
Camins  
welcomed Ellie 
Dava Camins 
right on her 
due date, June 
15, 2015. She's 
named for 
Laura's  
paternal  
grandmother 
(Essie Norkin) 
and Eric's  
maternal 
grandfather, 

Yakle #15 (David "Dudl" Bernstein). 
She secretly attended last year's Kin-
derland reunion weekend, and is really 
looking forward to visiting camp again 
now that she's been born. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amelia Amber Jenkins-MacIver and 
Micah Lester Jenkins-MacIver were 
born on June 24th, 2015 to parents 
Sally Jenkins-Stevens and Alex  
MacIver. They have already listened to 
Free to Be You and Me and can't wait 
to share care packages as Kassa with 
their bunk mates in Toland in 11 
years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Bronson was born on  
August 4, 2015 to Sophie and Jeremy  
Bronson, brother to Oliver Bronson, 
4 years old, and grandparents are  
Rochelle and Gary Bronson. 

 
Serafina Bronson was born on August 
13, 2015 to Elana and David Bronson, 
and grandparents are Rochelle and 
Gary Bronson. 

 

 

Even  

     More  

          Babies! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zamir 
(right), son 
of  
Rachel 
Katz, was 
born in the 
spring of 
2014. 

 
 
 
Paula Dorinson gave birth to future 
camper Brodie Harris Dorinson  
on July 6, 2015. Grandparents Joe and 
Eileen Dorinson are thrilled! 

 
 

 

Josephine Bee Alford 

Ellie Dava Camins 

Amelia Amber Jenkins-MacIver 
Micah Lester Jenkins-MacIver 

Benjamin Bronson 

Serafina Bronson 

Brodie Harris Dorinson 
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Books 
 

On Hurricane Island 
By Ellen Meeropol 
 

Told over the 
five days  
approaching the 
anniversary of 
9/11 by voices 
on both  
extremes of the 
political divide, 
On Hurricane 
Island is both a 
fast-faced  
political thriller 
and a literary  
examination of the sociopolitical 
storm facing our society.  
 
Ellen Meeropol is the author of two 
novels and of the dramatic program, 
―Carry it Forward,‖ the story of the 
Rosenberg Fund for Children, pro-
duced most recently in Manhattan in 
June 2013, featuring Eve Ensler, An-
gela Davis, and Cotter Smith. Her first 
novel, House Arrest, received a starred 
review from Publishers Weekly calling it 
―thoughtful and tightly composed, 
unflinching in taking on challenging 
subjects and deliberating uneasy  
ethical conundrums.‖  
 
Red Hen Press, Publication date: 
March 3, 2015. Tentative price: $16.95  
 
 
Kvetching and Shpritzing 
Jewish Humor in American Popular 
Culture 
By Joseph Dorinson 
 

Jewish humor, with its rational  
skepticism and cutting social criticism, 
permeates American popular culture. 
Scholars of humor—from Sigmund 
Freud to Woody Allen—have studied 
the essence of the Jewish joke, at once 
a defense mechanism against a hostile 
world and a means of cultural  
affirmation. 
 

Where did this wit originate? Why do 
Jewish humorists work at the margins 
of so many diverse cultures? What 

accounts for the longevity of the Jewish 
joke? Do oppressed people, as African 
American author Ralph Ellison  
suggested, slip their yoke when they 
change the joke? Citing examples from 
prominent humorists and stand-up  
comics, this book examines the  
phenomenon of Jewish humor from its 
biblical origins to its prevalence in the 
modern diaspora, revealing a mother 
lode of wit in language, literature,  
folklore, music and history. 
 

Print ISBN: 978-0-7864-9482-8 
Ebook ISBN: 978-1-4766-2056-5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Killing Vote 
By Bette Golden Lamb & J. J. Lamb  
 

7 DAYS UNTIL DEATH BY  
CONGRESS... 
Seven days! The deadline to stop a  
political-corporate scheme from  
legally murdering vulnerable  
patients. Ted Yost barely starts his  
investigation when his client's office is 
blown up, his California home is  
vandalized, and there is an attempt on 

his life. And what 
he doesn‘t know: 
the conspirators  
include the  
nation‘s largest  
for-profit  
healthcare  
corporation, a 
powerful D.C. 
lobbyist, and the 
White House. 
 

 
Buy on Amazon.com 
http://bettelamb.wordpress.com/ 
 

Naches 
 

Dear Kinderland Mishpacha, 
Wanted to let you know that after 15 
years as a couple and 13 years of 
friendship before that, Maria Elena and 
I got married with our family in our  
backyard before the Supreme Court 
made their decision, just in case! 
We‘re very happy, and we‘re legal! 
                          Love, Nina Sokol 

Moe Friedman has good news to 
share. He became a great-grandfather 
for the first time last year and two of 
his grandchildren are getting married 
this year. 
 

Moe is the great-grandfather, and Allan 
and Val Friedman are the proud  
grandparents, of Wesley Lawrence 
Friedman, who just turned one year old 
this January. Jason and Anna Friedman 
are Wesley's parents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Allan and Val Friedman's son Ari  
married Lauren Herzog this past  
August, 2015. Randi Friedman and 
Lester Krumholz's son Ben is marrying 
Sarah Bogucki in October. 

Wesley Lawrence Friedman 

http://www.amazon.com/Killing-Vote-Bette-Golden-Lamb-ebook/dp/B014Z5YMKY/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1441756004&sr=1-1&keywords=THE+KILLING+VOTE
http://bettelamb.wordpress.com/
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It is with profound sadness that we 
share the news that our mother, Edna 
Kaplan, passed away [in the early 
morning on January 1, 2015]. For 
many years, our mother stoically 
fought the afflictions that diminished 
her physically, while maintaining her 
strong spirit, sense of humor, and l 
oving commitment to family. We will 
cherish all of our memories of her, 
and especially the memories of this 
past Thanksgiving when our mother 
was able to celebrate in the company 
of all of her children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren. 
                -Marc, Tama and Suzi 
 
 
 
It is with great sadness that I tell you 
of the passing of my mom Antoinette 
Maria Pandaliano Peimer, known 
around camp as "Annie".  She passed 
as she lived her life, in peace, grace 
and with great dignity. Once you met 
Antoinette you walked away a bit  
better, a bit stronger.  She knew that 
each of us could change this world 
and she let you know it.  I know she 
helped to make this world a better 
place for us all. My dad, Leo, and my 
sister Michele want to express our 
thanks to the Kinderland community 
for being such an important part of 
her, and all our lives. 
                -Marc Peimer 

Alan Strell   
July 16, 1945 - Jan. 4, 2015 

 
Camper, Counselor, Maintenance Worker, Spontaneous Volunteer, 

Gardener, Wrestler, Carpenter, Craftsman, Musician 
 

Alan had a long & deep history with Kinderland stretching back even earlier 

than the day this photo was taken by his grandfather, longtime Kinderland 

photographer, Ben Itzkowitz.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

But Alan will be remembered for so much more than that day 66 years ago, 

when he was touched by the greatness of Paul Robeson, shortly before the 

Peekskill concerts and riots. He carried Robeson‘s spirit throughout his life, 

touching many others in wonderful ways at camp and in every other aspect of 

his life. He lost his brave battle to cancer and will be greatly missed by so 

many. 
 

Alan is predeceased by his father, Phil and his mother, Ann (Tzip), who was a 

strong Kinderland supporter and a camper dating back to the earliest days of 

Camp Kinderland in the 1920s. 

Alan leaves behind his brother, Richie & wife Lia and his sister, Wendy &  

husband Larry. He also leaves behind 2 nieces, Shara and Cori and a nephew, 

Forrest. 

He was the eldest of the 9 ―Itzkowitz cousins‖ who all attended Kinderland: 

Richie, Wendy, Randi, Steven, Marcia, Joel, Gina and Martin. 

Alan‘s Uncle Monie (who shared Alan‘s birthday 16 years earlier) and Aunt 

Fay continue to be pillars of  Camp Kinderland. 
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Annie Peimer 
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Belle Winnie Stein 
Belle Winnie Stein, born in Bronx, New York on January 22, 1942 to Abraham 
and Sonia Stein, slipped away from us in Hemet, California on April 29, 2015. 
Beloved mother, grandmother, and dear friend to many. She is survived by her 
son Adam Stein and his wife Gina, her daughter Mandy Stein, and her cherished 
only grandson Dayne all of Rochester, NY, sister, Bernice Pagani of Yonkers, 
NY, and her close companion Robert Hardley of Sun City, CA. Belle was the 
embodiment of a free spirit. She was progressive and unconventional for her 
time. Even after two liver transplants and the lost of her cherished husband 
Stanley Stein, Belle continued to embrace her life, packing up and moving to 
Sun City, CA from Rockland , NY. Here she enveloped her self in the art and 
culture of the Southwest. Belle relished in finding things for those special people 
in her life. She enjoyed shipping packages to her grandson that he lovingly called 

Grammy's Boxes. She  
attended Camp Kinderland 
from 1953-1955. In 1963, 
she received a Bachelor of 
Science from New York 
University and went on to 
enrich peoples lives at 
Letchworth Village Home 
in Thiells, NY for the  
developmentally disabled 
where she was a  
Recreational Therapist.   
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Elaine Katz 
Sharing the sad news that my mother, Elaine Katz, passed away in the early morning of July 22, 2015 at age 89. She led a 
full life but declined steadily after Dad passed away last September. 
  
Mom was a social worker for children at risk in Harlem and the South Bronx. 
She was a lifelong volunteer for progressive causes, and she was a co-recipient of the first annual Clara Lemlich Social 
Activist Awards (with Maddy Simon and others). http://www.laborarts.org/lemlichawards2015/  
Many of you knew her as a Kinderland group leader, dining room manager, tireless volunteer, and proud mother,  
grandmother, and great-grandmother of Kinderlanders. 
  
She taught us by example to be activists for what we think is important. 
She was a wonderful person and we will miss her. 
 
                      Love, Mike Katz and Linda Gritz 
 
Memorial Program for Elaine Katz 
Sunday October 11 
The Workmen's Circle 
247 West 37th Street, 5th Floor 
(between 7th and 8th Avenue) 
New York City 
  
Shmoozing and noshing start at 1:30 pm 
Program of stories, songs, and memories starts at 2 pm 
  
Donations (optional) can be made in Elaine‘s memory to  
campkinderland.org, jewishcurrents.org, circle.org,  
or circleboston.org  

Tommy O'Meara 
Our good friend Tommy O'Meara 
passed away on February 24, 2015. He 
had cancer. Tommy did our logging a 
few years ago. But that's not all. He 
was a very kind, smart, gentle and  
generous man, and a good 
neighbor.  When the bridge washed 
out after the hurricane, Tommy came, 
without hesitation, to fix it for us. He 
has insisted that Camp borrow his 
heavy equipment (and sometimes his 
labor!) at no cost, and we have  
accomplished a lot because of it.  He 
often complemented Camp and our 
mission and often told us how 
he admired our work on the land and 
in our buildings. To Dennis and me, 
Tommy was an inspiration and an  
important part of our community. He 
was always a delight to work with and 
talk to. He will be deeply missed.                                    
–Cindy True 
Here is a link to his obituary: 
http://www.obitsforlife.com/
obituary/1058568/OMeara-
Thomas.php 

http://www.laborarts.org/lemlichawards2015/
https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=78722
http://jewishcurrents.org/
http://circle.org/
http://circleboston.org/
http://www.obitsforlife.com/obituary/1058568/OMeara-Thomas.php
http://www.obitsforlife.com/obituary/1058568/OMeara-Thomas.php
http://www.obitsforlife.com/obituary/1058568/OMeara-Thomas.php
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Remembering Richard Handman 
I know I speak for the whole Camp Kinderland community in mourning the 
tragic loss of Richard Handman, who was ―Nurse Rich‖ at Camp Kinderland for 
close to 15 years.  I confess: I almost didn‘t hire him. In my usual panic about 
needing a nurse with only weeks till summer, I set up an interview with a last  
minute applicant, Rich.  In walks tall, blonde, handsome Richard—and for the 
half hour or so of our interview I had to remind myself how desperately we 
needed a nurse.  He barely spoke; he never smiled.  I wondered how on earth this 
silent, somber man would take care of our campers and staff. 
 
When I called his references, one camp director I had known for many years  
practically shrieked into the phone: ―Rich! He‘s the best. You are so lucky. Do not 
let him go.‖  It was on the strength of that shriek and the enormity of our need 
that I invited Rich to join the staff of Camp Kinderland. 
 
He arrived with his lovely family, Maria, Suyana, and Nico.  Together they wove  
themselves inextricably into the fabric of our community.  The children thrived in 
camp, playing, learning, in recent years adding their own skills and talents to  
Kinderland‘s staff.  The infirmary under Rich—with Maria‘s frequent assistance—
became a model of calm, caring, efficient medical services. If Rich was ever  
rattled, it never showed.  As a nurse practitioner he could, and did, handle many 
complex health situations, which lessened the number of trips to out-of-camp 
doctors.  His quiet, sometimes reserved manner—which I had interpreted as  
unfeeling—was powerfully reassuring to the sick or injured children and staff who 
were often fearful and anxious, and always far from home. And as summers  
progressed, his smile showed itself more often; Rich seemed to wholeheartedly 
embrace Kinderland‘s program, and shared 
Kinderland‘s values.  And I can tell you, he 
was not at all somber.  On one particular 
evening the two of us, armed with a broom, 
chased a bat around the high peaked roof of 
the infirmary, laughing so hard we could 
barely breathe.   
 
The news of Rich‘s death was shocking, sad 

beyond measure, difficult beyond words. Our 

loving sympathy and support continues to go 

out to Rich‘s family and friends.  He will be 

missed; and he will be remembered.    

                          -Alice Shechter 

 

 

 
Anne Brenner 
The Brenner family (Ruth & Dan, 
Eric & Kevin, Jason, Sarah, Ben & 
Zach and Stef, Tim & Reece) are 
sad to announce the passing of 
Anne Brenner, mother, grand-
mother, and great grandmother. She 
was a very young 94, still driving, 
walking 2 miles a day, and protest-
ing. 
 
Anne was a teaching assistant for 
the Uniondale school system and 
worked at Smith Street Elementary 
school. In the sixties she was active 
in Women Strike for Peace. Protest-
ing the war in Vietnam she and oth-
ers chained themselves to the White 
House fence. For the past three 
decades she was very active in the 
Women‘s International League for 
Peace and Justice. 
Anne was a mainstay in the Tucson 
peace movement helping to organ-
ize the annual Peace Fair, holding 
vigil in front of the Federal building 
and protesting with Women in 
Black. She dedicated her life to 
fighting for peace and justice and 
was an inspiration to us all. she will 
truly be missed. 
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 Benefit Weekend: A Cherished Reunion 
By Quetzi Abramovitz 
 
I fell in love with Camp Kinderland as a three-week lower 
senior in 2002 and went on to become a consistent seven-
week camper up through my first year as a counselor in 
2008. Of course my family is due the majority of the credit 
of the woman I have thus far become; but my summers 
spent in Tolland, Massachusetts played a significant role in 
guiding me in the direction I took throughout my teenage 
years and into young adulthood. Some of my most cherished 
and breathless laughter-induced memories of my childhood 
are as a camper at Camp Kinderland.  
 
I did not love being a camp counselor as much as I relished 
in the glory of being a camper and left camp after my first 
and only year as a counselor. Over the years I stayed in 
touch with several of my bunkmates, but felt considerably 
disconnected with the larger Kinderland community. I might 
add that attending a Midwestern college and residing in the 
Midwest after college was not helpful in my hopes to  
reconnect with camp. It was not until two of my oldest and 
dearest friends Izzy Finkelstein (my fellow three-week lower 
senior!) and Rosa Perr urged me to come back to camp for 
the 2014 Camp Kinderland Benefit Weekend. Calling myself 
nervous to go back to camp and see people I had not seen in 
nearly a decade would have been an understatement; I even 
opted to arrive early to help set-up for the weekend to break 
the ice. Perhaps too much time had passed since I‘d seen 
bunkmates, perhaps I no longer had anything in common 
with them, or perhaps they would not welcome me back into 
their circle. I was wrong.  
 
For those not familiar with camp or for those, like myself, 
who had forgotten the magic of Camp Kinderland, when 
you drive up the dirt path onto camp‘s property, you are 
granted the gift of returning to your childhood. Although 
there might be a new basketball court (Congrats on the new 
court! Hope the campers loved that this summer!) and the 
maintenance team has built new porches for a few aging 
bunks, our ‗commie camp‘ on Misty Mountain has not aged 
a day. I was so taken aback by the feelings and memories 
that rushed in - a mix of nerves and excitement - the exact 
same emotions I‘d experienced my first summer rolling in on 
the Strong Bus hearing older campers belt out the  
Kinderland hymn. (I might add I sang the hymn to my very 
confused boyfriend as we drove up the road for the Benefit 
Weekend, as he was a first timer to camp!).   
 
Every single person at Camp Kinderland‘s Benefit Weekend 
welcomed me with open arms. Even people I had not been 
particularly close with when we were campers were happy to 
welcome me back to the Kinderland family. It was as though 
no time had passed, we are all just a bit taller and look more 
like adults (For those who don‘t know me, I stand at a 
whopping 5 feet, so in all reality - I probably looked the 
most similar to my previous camper-self J). No one pressed 
me on why I had not been back in years, there was only an 

interest to catch up, to explore all the old stomping grounds, 
and of course to run to the tree swing during schmooze!  
 
I would also like to add that for newcomers to camp, like 
my boyfriend, the camp community welcomed them in as 
though they too had previously been part of the Kinderland 
family. For my boyfriend, Camp Kinderland worked it‘s 
magic; he felt at home almost immediately (although I still 
don‘t think he fully understands the magnetic lure of grilled-
cheese lunches or the grandeur of the super-saw) and 
jumped right into camp culture - much to my surprise, at 
one point he even ditched me to play basketball with his 
new friends.  
 
It is because of this past Kinderland Benefit Weekend that I 
was able to reconnect with such an influential piece of my 
past, spend a weekend with old friends, and rekindle  
friendships I thought were lost. It would take me another 
decade to forget my love for Camp Kinderland, but  
fortunately, I refuse to allow myself to put years between me 
and Kinderland again and even from the Midwest, I intend 
to remain connected to camp.  
  
I do not think I can say it enough, but Thank You. Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for planning an  
unforgettable, fun-filled, classic Camp Kinderland weekend 
for those of us who return to camp religiously every summer 
and those of us who might need a nudge to remember the 
magic that is Camp Kinderland. I truly forgot how  
important this place was to me and you provided me the 
opportunity to remember.  
 
I would also like to thank Ms. Izzy Finklestein and Ms. Rosa 
Perr. You have both been incredible friends, since spending 
our first summers away from home together, and continue 
to be. Thank you for continuously reassuring me that taking 
the 20-hour round trip drive to and from Tolland would be 
worth it - You were right. Next Camp Kinderland Benefit 
weekend I will need no coaxing, I will be bringing the  
decorative lights for our bunk and a mountain of kassa! 
 

From left: Quetzi Abramovitz, Izzy Finklestein, Carllee James, 
Ileana Font-Soloway, Rachel Oyama, Rosa Perr 
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Kinderland in Cuba: Two Perspectives 
 

This past February of 2015, a group of 50 Kinderlanders 
ranging in age from 10 to 91 participated in a week-long trip 
to Havana, Cuba. A committee of staff, alumni, and parents 
worked together with the Center for Cuban Studies to plan 
an itinerary filled with educational activities, cultural  
exploration, and local cuisine. We visited schools, clinics, 
museums, farms, restaurants, research labs, community  
organizations, and much more. Read Marya and Bruce‘s  
perspectives on their experience in Cuba.  
 
Marya Matlin-Wainer, 16 yo. 
 

When I joined the Camp Kinderland Cuba trip, I was  
expecting to find a primitive third world country that was 
just waiting for the embargo to be lifted so that corporate 
America could swoop in and save it. And in certain cases, 
that was somewhat true. The technology we encountered 
there was definitely less advanced than what we have at 
home. But I definitely was wrong about Cuba‘s need to be 
―rescued‖. Having the privilege to sit in on talks about the 
Cuban government and economy, I learned that there is a lot 
more to Cuba than the third world picture that had been 
painted for me back home.  That‘s not to say that Cuba is as 
advanced as countries such as the United States – there is a 
lot of work that needs to be done: buildings that need to be 
rebuilt, technology to be updated, living conditions to be 
improved. But just as much as Cuba does not need America 
to come and take over, Cuba certainly does not need us to 
turn our backs on them. If anything, this trip made me realize 
that we should be supportive of Cuba, despite our  
governmental or cultural differences. 

 
 
 
 
 

Bruce Soloway, 66 yo. 
 

In 1984, I was fortunate to visit Cuba to attend an  
international conference marking the 25th anniversary of the 
Cuban health care system.  Ministers of health and other 
high-level delegates from all over the world came to Cuba to 
learn how the Cuban Revolution delivered high-quality 
health care for all.  The United States, which refused to send 
an official delegation, was represented by a group of health 
care activists.  We studied Cuba‘s free and egalitarian health 
care system, admired its universal free education, and were 
moved by the country‘s devotion to its children. 
 

In February 2015, I returned to Cuba with a delegation from 
Camp Kinderland.  It was remarkable to see how the  
principles of the Revolution had survived and developed 
over three decades.  We visited one of the country‘s 8000 
district health clinics and met the family doctor and public 
health nurse responsible for coordinating all the health care 
needs for a community of 1400 people.  We visited Cenesex, 
the Center for Sexual Education, and learned about the 
country‘s vibrant campaigns against homophobia and HIV 
infection, which would have been unimaginable in 1984.  
We visited a vocational campus attended by the country‘s 
most successful middle school students, where they can  
explore careers ranging from metallurgy to TV broadcasting, 
and a remarkable school where students with severe physical 
disabilities can fully develop their academic and creative  
talents.   We visited the Museum of the Revolution, an  
urban farm, a synagogue, and the world‘s only monument to 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 
 

We learned how Cuba survived the dire economic challenge 
caused by the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989 and 
emerged stronger and more independent than ever.   The 
Cubans we met appreciated Kinderland‘s progressive history 
and were eager to talk with us about the opening of official 
contacts between our two countries.  We shared a great deal, 
including our hopes for an end to the cruel economic  
boycott and our determination to build a new relationship 
of equality and mutual respect serving not the profits of 
U.S. corporations but the human needs of the people of 
both of our countries. 

From left: Gloria Smith, Moe  
Friedman, and Maddy Simon at 
ICAP (The Cuban Institute for 
Friendship with the Peoples) 

Julie Eigenberg  
performing at the Ethel and 
Julius Rosenberg Memorial 

Group Lunch at Las Terrazas, an UNESCO Biosphere Reserve  

Click here to see more photos of  
our trip and the full trip itinerary. 

https://picasaweb.google.com/104170532114765878316/KinderlandInCuba2015
https://picasaweb.google.com/104170532114765878316/KinderlandInCuba2015


10 

   

 

2015 Kinderland Board Retreat 
By Ileana Font-Soloway 
 

Camp Kinderland has seen many transitions in the last few years, and 
the Board of Directors is no exception. In the last year alone, the 
membership elected two new Board members, Joanna Kalb and Joey 
Perr - both current summer staff members who have attended  
Kinderland for many years, and have an investment in its future.  
Joanna and Joey were invited, along with the rest of the Board of  
Directors, to participate in a full-day Board Retreat this past March to 
tackle some deep questions regarding Kinderland's mission, vision 
and values.  
 

Although Kinderland, with its secular Jewish roots and commitment 
to progressive values, has been around for over 90 years, our mission 
changes regularly to adapt to the constantly changing world that we 
live in. At its founding, Kinderland was a summer camp and family 
getaway for working-class and primarily Yiddish-speaking families 
from the tenements of New York City. Today, while we hold true to 
the vision of our founders by engaging in social justice movements 
and teaching our campers about our secular Jewish roots, much else 
has changed. On March 21, 2015 the Board of Directors was tasked 
with defining exactly what it is that we do now, who we are, and what 
we envision for the future.  
 

This exercise in defining our mission, vision and values as an  
organization and as a community is important for many reasons. In 
order for the Kinderland community, and therefore its values and 
history to grow and remain relevant, we must cultivate the summer 
camp. And new campers and their families are the lifeblood of Camp 
Kinderland's future. In order to invite new people to join the  
Kinderland family, we must be able to clearly identify who we are, 
what we do, and why we do it. Even though everyone who has  
attended Kinderland can share memories and anecdotes that illustrate 
that special something that makes Kinderland so important to them, 
we must also be able to share that special something with the greater 
public who is new to Kinderland in a relate-able way.  
 

At the Board Retreat, members engaged in eight hours of discussions 
and exercises facilitated by a mediator from the New York Peace  
Institute. Parts of the day felt just like CIT workshops at camp  
involving role play, team brainstorming sessions, and timed  
presentations. Members did readings and submitted homework in 
preparation, and had access to the results of the Kinderland  
Community Survey conducted in 2013 and the notes from the  
Community Conversation in 2014. Opinions, experiences, reflections, 
and feedback from the community were shared and discussed at 
length. The day was productive and inspiring, and helped the Board 
of Directors to develop a vision for what Kinderland's short term and 
long term future can look like, and a clear statement defining our  
mission. With the help and dedication of the Kinderland community, 
which has never faltered, Camp Kinderland will grow and thrive, will 
reach and exceed its goals, and will continue to make the world a  
better place! 
 

Click here to read Camp Kinderland’s  
Mission and Vision Statements. 

 

$50K in 50 Days for 50 Winks 
By Ileana Font-Soloway 
 

This spring, during March and April of 2015, Camp 
Kinderland‘s loyal alumni and friends stepped up to 
the plate yet again. This time the call was for  
contributions toward the purchase of new beds for  
campers and staff, and the response was incredible.  
 

The aim was to replace the majority of the camper 
and staff beds in camp, including both the bed 
frames and mattresses. Before this summer, many of 
the beds that campers and staff slept on were  
decades old, and some were falling apart. The 220 
new beds we have acquired as a result of this  
campaign, just in time for this past summer, have 
already made the summer experience more  
comfortable and enjoyable for campers and staff. 
The new beds will also allow us to have guests spend 
entire weekends with us during activities in the off-
season, such as the Benefit Weekend and the  
upcoming Arts & Activism Festival this Labor Day 
weekend, 2016 (details on page 18). This project was 
an investment in the future of our camp facility, the 
comfort of our campers and staff, and in our off-
season income generating activities that support our 
summer camp.  

Thanks to all of you who donated and shared the 
campaign with your family and friends via Facebook, 
Twitter, and email, the $50K in 50 Days for 50 
Winks campaign collected $51,706 between March 2 
and April 21. There were 385 donations ranging in 
size from $5 to $4000. One generous individual 
reached out to us and asked us to promote a match 
up to $4000. In the course of a few days, every  
donation was matched up to $4000 and donations 
soared. Creative plays on words suggested by pun-
prone Board members gave donors a giggle and little  
incentive to donate specific amounts. This campaign 
was a team effort, and one that will make an indelible 
impact on the summer and off-season Kinderland 
experience for years to come. We cannot thank you 
enough! 

http://campkinderland.org/about/vision-mission-and-values/
http://campkinderland.org/about/vision-mission-and-values/


Kinderland Basketball Tournament in NYC 
By Sonny Crono 
 

It was a sweaty, funky afternoon in June, as the best basketball players from Camp  
Kinderland assembled to put on a show and take part in the camp's first annual, fundraising 
basketball tournament. Players, volunteers and supporters all came together to help raise 
money to help rebuild the camp's basketball court.  Taking place in East River Park, with one 
full court and two picnic tables, the stage was set for a day filled with celebration and  
competition.  
 

Volunteers and organizers came early to set up, while players trickled in to get a feel for the 
court.  The sun was relentless as the park began to pour in with eager spectators, waiting for 
the tournament to commence.  Soon after, the games began, and the players did not disappoint.  All eight teams put on a 
fantastic display of Grade-A Kinderland ball: teamwork, solid defense and 360 dunks.  Each game was peppered with  
dramatics and nail-bitter finishes, all of which, culminated to the biggest game in Camp Kinderland history: The First Annual 
Camp Kinderland Basketball Tournament Championship Game.  
 

A rivalry was formed that day.  Ball Robeson, a team of camp legends, forged together through the love of playing "old-man" 
ball, had coasted through Division 1. The big winners of Division 2, Iced By An Inter, was a team of rising super-stars, who 
made their own super funky jerseys and dominated the fashion scene for the event.  Filled with tomahawk slams and  
celebratory backflips, the championship game was one no one will ever forget, if not for the sole reason that, for the first 
time, a Kinderland tie was nowhere to be found.  In the end, Ball Robeson simply put more round, orange balls in the netted 
hoops, and became champions of the tournament.  
 

Awards from the tournament were not just for the first place winners.  With the dynamic duo trotting to success, members 
of the Best Fundraising Team, The Pablo Neruda Prigioni's, Zach Itzkowitz and Zack Leopold won the award for Most  
Donors and Best Fundraiser, respectively.  The Rabble Rousers ran away with the award for Best Team Spirit, led by point 
guard Sari Krumholz, who's skill-set and playing style is nearly identical to a young Rajon Rondo.  Julia Haas-Godsil  
shimmied and shaked her way to the award for Best Team Spirit for a spectator, by getting the crowd wild and players  
motivated with her signature dance move "The Emma Laz Splash."  
 

Yes, Ball Robeson became the greatest basketball team ever assembled in Camp Kinderland history, but the real champion, 
of course, was Camp Kinderland.  With the help of our organizers, volunteers, fundraisers and donors for this incredible 
event, the children of our beloved Camp-K had a brand new court to play on this past summer.  And though we achieved 
success that momentous day in June, next year's tournament is sure to bring more teams, bigger crowds and greater theatrics.  
All to make our favorite camp an even better place.  
 

Till next summer folks.  Keep playing d, pass the ball and, of course, keep it funky.  

Click here to see more photos of  the Basketball Tournament. 
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Summer of 2015: Peace Olympics 
 

Theme 
We Are Each Other‘s Keepers: 
Working together for Racial Justice and 
Equality 
 

Teams 
End Racial Profiling 
Equal Education For All 
Fair Housing For All 
End Environmental Racism 
 

Songs 
[Tune: “Our House” Crosby, Stills, Nash 
& Young] 
Mother works hard everyday 
Landlord thinks she will not pay 
Threatens to take her home away 
Sister's skipping school this week 
Brother's living on the streets 
No housing, no peace 
 

Our house, fighting for equality 
Our house, in the suburbs or the streets 
 

This house it has a crowd 
Occupying the eviction 
And it's usually quite loud                                   
Of our protests we are proud 
Prejudice can't shut us down 
Discrimination's not allowed 
 

Our house, fighting for equality 
Our house, in the cities or valleys 
Our house, integrating every street 
Our house, fair standards they must meet 
Our house, fighting for equality 
Our house, each others' keepers we shall be 
Our house, fighting for equality 
Our house, no one's free till all are free 

[Tune: “This Land Is Your Land” 
Woody Guthrie] 
 

As I was walking through Warren County 
I smelled around me the toxic PCB 
I saw around me the peaceful protests 
Make this land safe for you and me 
 
[Tune: “Wonderful World” Sam Cooke] 
Don‘t know much about history, 
Don‘t know much about biology 
Don‘t know much about a science book 
Don‘t know much about the French I took 
Resources aren‘t there for me 
Because I‘m a minority 
Where‘s the education equality? 
Because of my identity 
I can‘t get the funding I need. 
 
[Tune: “Four Five Seconds” Rihanna] 

Now I‘m four, five seconds from failing 
‗Cause I‘m stuck in a cycle of testing 
Our schools are so run-down, no hammer 
or nail 
Cause they took all the funding away from 
my school  
 

I‘m so very tired of waiting 
It‘s time to stop sitting around and start 
changing 
We‘ve got to stand up and start integrating 
We all know every school must have racial 
equality! 
 
[Tune: “Hold the Fort”] 
Hold your ground, ‗cause we want fairness 
Racism is wrong 
Side by side, each other‘s keepers 
Fair housing for all 
  

See the people 
occupying 
Homes the 
bank foreclosed 
We will keep 
them, they can‘t 
stop us 
Integrate those 
homes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Tune: “Shake It Off” Taylor Swift] 
We‘re all on planet earth 
Don‘t deprive me of my worth 
That‘s what we should say (oo ooh) 
(x2) 
 

Better quality in the air 
We demand what is fair 
That‘s what we should say (oo ooh) 
(x2) 
 

CHORUS:[2 parts] 
 

I‘ll keep resisting 
Can‘t stop won‘t stop fighting 
Got to stop the sitting 
Near our homes 
The racism‘s gotta go 
 

The companies gonna dump dump 
dump dump dump 
And the frackers gonna frack frack 
frack frack frack 
Take that garbage back back back back 
back 
Clean it up (x2) 
Together lets all fight fight fight fight 
fight 
We will raise our voice voice voice 
voice voice 
We deserve a choice choice choice 
choice choice 
Clean it up (x2) 
 

You‘re targeting the poor                                         
While the wealthy still get more 
That‘s what they don't see (x2)                                    
 

We‘re fighting PCB 
It‘s killing all our trees 
That‘s what they don‘t see (x2) 
 

CHORUS 
 

Hey hey hey 
Just think while you been getting down 
and out about the liars 
And the dirty dirty cheats of the world 
You could have been helping clean this 
mess 
 

The government brought new trucks in 
We‘re like oh my god 
How we gonna stop it 
And to the fella over there trying to be 
fair 
We‘ll come on and join you for clean 
air air air 
 

CHORUS 
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Cheers 
I wear my hoodie, walk down the street, 
You think you know me by the color you meet 
Follow me on Instagram 
Friend me on Facebook 
Racial profiling just ain‘t right 
You don‘t know me by one look! 
 
Fair housing for every race 
Let‘s make this world a better place! 
Toxic waste, no, that‘s not good 
Don‘t pollute my neighborhood!  
WE all have the right to a clean environment 
Racial equality is a requirement! 
Let‘s make our schools much better places             
Equality for every race 
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Celebrating the Life of Nelson Mandela 
By Joey Perr 
 

It‘s a Camp Kinderland tradition to honor and celebrate those 
who devote their lives to making the world a better place. This 
summer, our theme was ―We are Each Other's Keepers:  
Working Together for Racial Justice and Equality,‖ and in the 
last week of the August session we dedicated a day to celebrating 
the life of Nelson Mandela and the anti-apartheid movement. 
 

That morning each group participated in a teach-in on  
apartheid and on the movement that brought it down. Campers 
then spent the afternoon participating in activities of their own 
choice. Long time Kinderlander Rose Bookbinder volunteered 
her time to teach a south African dance, while program director 
Ira Palansky led a chorus of campers in the pan-African  
liberation anthem Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika. Raquel Jennings led  
improv activities based on South African proverbs, such as 
"When You Shoot a Zebra in the Black Stripe the White Dies 
too." In the Arts & Crafts shack campers worked on  
commemorative plaques and South African prints, and yours 
truly led a group singing session on the porch of the dining hall. 
 

A full day's worth of activities culminated in an anti-apartheid 
themed Share of music, art, dance, drama and poetry from our 
celebration of this movement for freedom and equality. 
 
Nelson Mandela Celebration: Wall of Heroes 
By Judee Rosenbaum 
 

To provide the campers with broader context, we created a Wall 
of Heroes exhibit in the Pete Seeger Dining Room, with images 
of protests, and pictures and biographies of some major figures 
involved in the struggle to end Apartheid.  Over two days, 
groups of campers viewed the exhibit, and wrote their reactions 
to what they saw.  Below are excerpts from just a few responses: 
 

I find it extremely interesting that Albertina Sisulu was able to 
prove to both South Africa and the world that women can be 
strong, independent activists while still caring for children.  
– Sadie  
 

A quote that really stuck with me was ―I am the product of the 
masses of my country and the product of my enemy,‖ by Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela, because I feel not only is it true, but it  
applies to pretty much everyone … Everyone is a product of 
their ―country,‖ which is a metaphor for one‘s family and 
friends, but their personality is shaped by their enemies as well.. 
– Stella 
 

…one picture that caught my eye was the groups of women 
standing with signs … against the apartheid policies.  I found 
this one pretty breath-taking because of the bravery that took, 
not just because they were protesting in that time period, but 
because they were women.  It shows that women have and had 
the capability to stand up for their rights and opinions as well as 
men.  I found this the most relatable and inspiring, although I 
give so much respect to every person who made a difference.  
– Talia 
 

Something that surprised me the most was that almost all of 
these people were arrested many times yet they continued to 
fight for justice and freedom for Blacks in South Africa.  I 
was very impressed with the bravery of the people who  
weren‘t directly affected by apartheid laws, such as the white 
people. – Miles 
 

I have seen many quotes from Nelson Mandela regarding his 
imprisonment.  And his lack of bitterness and anger always 
shocks me.  If I were imprisoned for 27 years for speaking 
and fighting against something so wrong, I would be so  
furious and in a sense would want revenge.  I do not think I 
would have the strength Mandela had to stay positive and 
continue to work for the good of the South African people,  
– Henley 
 

I reacted particularly to the amount of restrictions placed on 
leaders in the… resistance organizations. … I couldn‘t  
imagine not being able to even talk to more than one person, 
not even having an identity in some cases.  …it made me feel 
very privileged to be able to talk about my opinions, and to 
have cultural leaders that I feel represent me. – Jonah 
 

On our Wall of heroes there are two pictures of Soweto  
students.  [One] shows young adults running from smoke. 
The second shows students protesting with their hands up. 
… It‘s amazing to me that even when the students dealt with 
attacks and fires, they still … showed their anger in peaceful 
protests. – Maya 
 

What I found interesting was when they became violent.  
People like Gandhi and King say that you should remain 
peaceful, that it is the only way.  Does that mean that  
Mandela was wrong?  If not, were Gandhi and King wrong?  
Or was nobody wrong?  Does it just depend on the situation? 
If so, is the violence excused? Were the lives taken to achieve 
equality … not worth it?  Did they deserve to die?  On the 
other hand, what other options were there?  We are taught 
that violence is bad.  But what if things… aren‘t just black 
and white.  In the Holocaust, people couldn‘t just stand  
together and march out of the concentration camps.  How is 
this any different?  If your opponent is willing to kill as many 
people as necessary to win, how do you oppose peacefully?  
Then ... is Mandela … any lesser because he fought back? 
Why is anyone thought of as lesser for following a basic  
human impulse? If almost everyone you know was being 
killed 
around you, 
wouldn‘t 
you fight 
back?  I 
would.  So 
why people 
are taught 
that the 
world is 
black and 
white?   
–  Danielle 
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Through Other’s Eyes 
By Judee Rosenbaum 
 

Once again, thanks to the support of the Puffin Foundation,  
Kinderland welcomed a group of Israeli teenagers, participants in 
Givat Haviva‘s ―Through Others‘ Eyes‖ program.  For the third 
summer in a row, the CIT group eagerly played host for two days 
to some twenty Jewish and Palestinian Israeli youth and their 
adult supervisors.  
 

After a late lunch and a brief tour, CITs and Israelis sat in  
concentric circles, animatedly exchanging information about each 
other‘s childhood, families, lives and interests, everyone  
thoroughly engaged.  When they went swimming, our guests,  
enchanted by the lake and the surroundings, declared they were in 
Paradise, and implored their leaders to extend the visit.   
 

Camp-wide share offered an opportunity for the group to  
introduce themselves to the rest of camp, and they quickly felt 
comfortable enough to make their own contributions to Share‘s 
traditional serio-comic story-telling.  
 

Communication and interest blossomed further during our  
evening activity, a pre-planned cultural exchange.  A gifted young 
Palestinian woman awed all with an achingly beautiful song in 
Arabic; a group of CITs taught everyone to sing, in a round, the 
Yiddish version of ―Hine Ma Tov.‖  Many of the Israelis, familiar 
with the Hebrew, found the Yiddish novel and intriguing. The 
evening soared higher when several of the visitors taught  
everyone a Palestinian dance – 50 dancing, whirling bodies  
escaped the confines of the Rec Hall, spilling out into the cooler 
air, and the evening quickly became a dance fest – American,  
Israeli, Palestinian, Pop, Folk, trading music and moves, camp 
staff joining in, an exuberant exchange of cultural joy. 
 

The next morning was devoted to sports, friendship bracelets, and 
swim. Before lunch we had another concentric circles session, 
focusing this time on each person‘s hopes for his or her country; 
additionally, at the request of the Israeli group leaders, the CITs 
explained our summer‘s cultural theme, and, still in the circle, 
both groups broached the topic of racism.  The Israelis seemed 
avid for more information, and the CITs were excited to be able 
to share what they had learned.   
 

There was a flurry of exchanged contact information as the  
Israelis prepared to leave after lunch, people in both groups 
pledging to be in touch at least forever.  They were as unwilling to 
leave as we were to have them go.  We reluctantly said goodbye to 
them and to an experience that left an indelible impression on all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance Adventure Comes to Kinderland 
 

This summer, Dance Adventure, an afterschool dance 
program led by Kinderland parent Jennie Miller, came 
to Camp Kinderland for the first week of the August 
session. Sylvia and Edie share their first ever Dance 
Adventure at Camp Kinderland experience: 
 

Sylvia Duff, 10 years old 
A wonderful memory I have from camp is the day we 
went to the reservoir.  A humorous thought in my 
memory is when several of us (not including me), 
found mud and started putting it on their faces and 
called it a mud facial...I remember  
towards the end I found a rock that I stayed with and 
sort of hung out there for a while, able to relax. I 
really want to thank Lily and Noa for preparing lunch 
the day before we went to the reservoir, and for a  
bonus, a sandwich of our choice! So the reservoir was 
a really big part of my awesome experience at Camp 
Kinderland. 
 

Edie Fine, 11 years old  
I looked up, and surrounding me was dance, a thing 
that is so special to me. This was a particularly perfect 
moment with it, though. Of course, it was because of 
the friends around me. But the atmosphere was what 
inspired me most. I was at Camp Kinderland, right 
next to the share area where all of the campers come 
together. As we choreographed, I could see the cabins, 
lake, and trees around me. Knowing I was at such a 
special place made me happy. And dancing all day—
except for Choice, where I met new campers—was so 
cool.  
 

Every morning, I woke up in a room of people who I 
love, including Jennie (the most inspiring and  
nurturing dance teacher I‘ve ever had) and Lily (her 
awesome daughter who has taught me all of my  
favorite combos) and Noa (another awesome  
choreographer who I learned so much from). Right 
after breakfast, we were off on a new dance adventure, 
venturing out into a different part of the camp, to  
perform for ourselves, something for just us to laugh 
and smile over. Or else we‘d choreograph something 
to use later, maybe even to perform in front of the 
whole camp. It was always easy to dance because of 
the calm, yet lively and sunny mood I felt at Camp 
Kinderland.  
 

Aside from the amazing time I had with my Dance 
Adventure friends, I did have so much fun getting to 
know the rest of the camp. At Choice, I made loopy 
beaded earrings with other campers at Arts and Crafts. 
And whenever we went swimming, I met new people. 
I‘ll always remember the night-time swim and  
campfire we had with some of the Inters. Everyone 
was so nice, so special. Coming to Camp Kinderland 
for Dance Adventure definitely created memories for 
all of us. And especially me.  

http://www.givathaviva.org/index.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLk-zlm0EHI
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KINDERLAND 
YERUSHA  
LEGACY  
CIRCLE 

If you want to ensure that Camp Kinderland will provide progressive summer programming and year-around  

community events for future generations, consider becoming a member of the Kinderland Yerusha Legacy Circle by  putting 

Camp Kinderland in your will. Your commitment to this future gift will guarantee that Kinderland will continue to foster 

independent thinking and social justice activism in children for generations. You‘ll be joining an amazing group of  

Kinderland alumni, among them Peter Smith, Maddy Simon, Jon Silvan, Danny Marks, Alice Shechter, Judee Rosenbaum, 

and Steve and Erica Itzkowitz.  These are your contemporaries: a diverse and devoted group of supporters from across  

generations, dedicated in a very concrete way to the Camp Kinderland Legacy. Contact Legacy@Kinderland.org to learn 

more about how you can give a Legacy gift with the same generous spirit that has kept Camp Kinderland thriving through 90 

years of making history and making a difference in the lives of thousands of children.  

New to Kinderland 
By Xavier Gonzalez 
 

As the bus drove over the bridge, my soon-to-be co-staff gave me my first 
taste of the Kinderland Spirit: the Kinderland hymn broke out and I was hit 
with the first of many songs to come. I had never been to any camp before, 
even as a kid. I was told Camp Kinderland was an amazing place, but I had 
no idea what to expect. Rigid and structured? Or do the kids run rampant?  
 

During orientation I saw what happens to campers after camp: they come 
back! They come back to be counselors, specialists, and even  
administrators.  But those were the old campers, what about my campers? 
And WHERE were my campers? The anticipation of taking on 41 Inters 
was building, but before I knew it, it was July 5th and I was quickly learning 
from the Inters, who already had one year under their belt at Camp K. At 
first they knew more than me. They swarmed me asking for Kassa (what‘s 
Kassa?); for me to play with them during Shmooze (when is that??)!  But 
within the first couple of days, I learned a great deal myself. I came to  
realize how even the youngest group in camp could express their thoughts 
and beliefs about racism and social justice, each with their strong opinions 
and personalities. Being able to work with the Inters and see them  
communicate, play, and respect each other as well as staff was the absolute 
best part. I can see why lifelong friendships and even marriages happen at 
Camp K - there is no better place! I know because even during my short 
time at camp I met some of the most beautiful people, both camper and 
staff alike.  
 
The New Basketball Court 
By Luke Holtzman 
 

I have been attending Camp Kinderland for the past 10 years and I have been a camper, CIT, and staff member over that 
span. For nine years, I would play on a dusty court that had broken rims and backboards that did not work. It was so  
frustrating spending so much time on this court, and feeling that I might slip on the plants growing through it. When I 
walked off the Strong bus this past summer, I was overjoyed to see a brand new surfaced court, with completely new glass 
backboards and rims. It was amazing. I simply could not wait to play there. Some of my fellow co-staff shared the same  
feelings, and we jumped on to play a game as soon as we could. For once, I didn‘t feel like I would get hurt if I stepped in 
the wrong place. I felt that if I used the backboard correctly, my shot would go in. I felt that Camp was no longer looking to 
just stay afloat, but improve itself for those who go there, and it is a feeing I will never forget. 

Xavier during the Peace Olympics 

mailto:Ileana@Kinderland.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Sunday, November 15, 2015 
 

Art for Art Tsuzamen Kumen 
(“Come together”) 

 

A Camp Kinderland event 
to raise money for the Arts and Crafts program 

 

1:00- 5:00 PM 

Jefferson Towers Community Room 

700 C olumbus Ave. 

New York, NY 
 

An afternoon of schmoozing, light refreshments, live musical  
entertainment featuring 

 
Freddie Bryant (Internationally famous jazz guitarist), 

Julie Eigenberg (NY based singer songwriter) 
and others 

 
...and beautiful handmade art and crafts for sale! 

 

Small suggested donation at the door to cover expenses of the event 
(more if you can, less if you can’t) 

 

If you are an artist and would be interested in donating some of your 
artwork (jewelry, pottery, painting, drawing, knitwear, sculpture, 

etc.) for us to sell, please contact 
randi.itzkowitz@gmail.com or valeriecp@aol.com as soon as possible. 

Join a Kinderland Committee! 
 

To join one of these committees, or 
for more information, contact Ileana 
at Ileana@kinderland.org. 
 

The Fundraising Committee  
brainstorms fundraising ideas in the 
context of a short-term and a long-
term financial sustainability plan,  
organizes and collects resources for  
fundraising events and campaigns, and 
hosts fundraising events for Camp  
Kinderland.  
 

The Camper Recruitment  
Committee organizes and hosts open 
houses for prospective camper  
families, reaches out to personal and 
professional networks to raise  
awareness about Camp Kinderland, 
and connects with partner  
organizations to offer information and 
incentives with regard to camper  
recruitment. 
 

The Building Committee 
will spend time working with staff to 
determine what the needs and  
priorities of the camp facility are, then 
discuss when and where certain  
upgrades to the facility will take place 
in the context of a long-term  
strategic building plan. 
 

The Arts & Activism Festival  
Planning Committee will organize a 
3-day music festival that will take place 
over Labor Day weekend in 2016. 
This will involve developing  
communications and marketing,  
seeking out talent, production,  
organizing volunteers for the  
weekend, and seeking sponsors and 
funding. 
 

The Conscious Eating Committee 
will re-evaluate the camp‘s current  
approach to food and come up with 
more local, nutritious, and  
environmentally conscious ways to 
feed campers and staff each summer. 
 

The Environmental Sustainability 
Committee will research and  
implement ways to improve our  
relationship with the environment, 
including composting, recycling,  
buying local, and zero-waste.   

mailto:randi.itzkowitz@gmail.com
mailto:valeriecp@aol.com
mailto:ileana@kinderland.org
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Camp Kinderland 
16 Court St., Suite 2200 
Brooklyn, NY 11241 
718-643-0771 

1543 Colebrook River Rd., 
Tolland, MA 01034 
412-258-4463 

CindyZ@kinderland.org 
www.campkinderland.org 

www..campkinderland/alumni.html 

The Kindershules 

Kinderland 
Shule 

Brooklyn, NY 
Alice Shechter 
718-643-0771 

For other progressive Secular 
Jewish schools, see the  
websites of the Congress of 
Secular Jewish Organizations 
(www.csjo.org) and of the  
Workmen’s Circle www.circle.org 

2015/16 Camp Calendar 
Oct 13-22 Phonathon 
Nov 15 - Art for Art Tsuzamen Kumen  
March 19 - Annual Meeting  
June 5 - Basketball Tournament 
July 3 - July session begins 
July 16 - Visiting Day 
July 30 - July session ends 
July 31 - August session begins 
August 20 - August session ends 
Sept 3-5 - Arts & Activism Festival 

Shop Online…For a Cause, by Ileana Font-Soloway 
When you shop online, you can easily support Camp Kinderland! Both Amazon 
Smile and the Goodshop app allow you to donate a percentage of the price of 
your online purchase to a charity of your choice. It is as easy as going online 
shopping! 
 

Amazon Smile: 
Go to Smile.Amazon.com. If you are not immediately prompted to choose your 
charity when you sign in, click on Your Account, then click on Change Your 
Charity. Type ―Camp Kinderland,‖ then start shopping! The AmazonSmile Foun-
dation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases. 
 
 
 
Goodshop App: 
Go to Goodsearch.com/goodto-go. Download the app using your favorite 
browser, whether that is Chrome, Firefox, Safari, Explorer, etc. Once 
downloaded, the app will create a small icon next to the browser search bar. Click 
on the Goodshop icon, then click Preferences. A pop-up box will indicate which 
charity you are supporting. Click on Change It, then type ―Camp Kinderland.‖ 
When you use this browser to shop online at participating stores, Goodshop will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to Camp Kinderland. Done! 

NOTECARDS AND POSTERS 
Peace Olympics Mural Notecards……………………….....$20 
8 assorted cards with envelopes (2013 set or throwback set) 
Throwback Small Mural Posters………..……………..…….$8 
Camp Kinderland Guitar Tree Poster……...……………....$10 
Guitar Tree Poster (signed by Milton Glaser)…………...…$35 
 
APPARELL 
Sholem.Freiheit.Emes t-shirt…………………….……...…$20 
Kinderland Logo t-shirt….…………………………..…….$20 
Old Logo t-shirt…………………………………….……..$20 
90th Anniversary Limited Edition t-shirt……………….…..$20 
Kinderland Zip-Up Hoody…………………………...…....$40 
Kinderland LIGHT Zip-Up Hoody………………..…..…..$35 
Baseball Cap…………………………..………….………..$12  
Kinderland Logo Onesie…………………………………..$15 
 
Kinderland Mug………………………………………..….$10 
Kinderland Water Bottle…………………………….……...$8 
Bumper Sticker………………………….……………….…$3 
Generation to Generation: 90 Years of Kinderland DVD….$25 
90th Anniversary Commemorative Journal…………………$15 
 
BOOKS 
Let's Sing a Yiddish Song Songbook, Kinderbuch Publications: $25 
Kinderland Sings Songbook, Compiled for Kinderland's  
75th Anniversary by Maddy Simon and Eve Rittle: $7 
Yiddish Stories for Young People,  
Compiled and Edited by Itche Goldberg: $10 
Be My Friend and other poems for boys and girls,  By Edith Segal: $7 
Take My Hand, By Edith Segal with Introduction by Ossie Davis: $10 
Fun Zup Biz Nis, A Camp Kinderland Cookbook: $8 

GET YOUR CAMP KINDERLAND SWAG!  
Shipping and handling not included (add $5 for up to 3 items) 
Or go to www.campkinderland.org/donate, then click Store 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001UqV6cRn_F773cDQH-I5ELZQ51BCWwJhExYYDgPIarsQ-x8ErsYdGhvMdIjWRkyAmb42GKhdqlXTjaV11XFxqeuur30r65HXcPArPJAr-LNs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001UqV6cRn_F773cDQH-I5ELZQ51BCWwJhExYYDgPIarsQ-x8ErsYdGhvMdIjWRkyAmb42GKhdqlXTZzPbsqN66vuz8Zo4pzE9MrqQjRd_eP2lfJuHm49v3k2cpfMouXLzG
https://co.clickandpledge.com/advanced/default.aspx?wid=76587
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Camp Kinderland Annual Phonathon Fundraiser 
October 13 - 22, 2015 

 

Every fall, Camp Kinderland hosts its Annual  
Phonathon Fundraiser. During this week, dedicated  
Kinderland volunteers, including alumni, parents, and CITs, 
get together to call everyone in our  
database to request donations for our Camper Scholarship 
Fund. This fundraiser raises between $30,000 and $50,000 
every year, and providing scholarships to camper families in 
need would be impossible without it. All you have to do is 
pick up when we call, make a pledge, and fulfill it either 
online, or through the post mail when we send  
you the pledge fulfillment letter. It is so easy,  
and it makes a huge difference in lives of so many.  
 
Won‘t be home or want to avoid a call? Make your Phonathon contribution right now and we will remove you 
from the call list! CLICK HERE to donate online, or detach the bottom half of this page and return it to us with 
a check. Mail it to our Brooklyn office at Camp Kinderland, 16 Court Street, #2200, Brooklyn, NY 11241. Checks 
should be made out to Camp Kinderland with the word Phonathon in the memo. Your contribution is 100% tax-
deductible. After you donate, you will receive an email thanking you for your contribution, which can be printed 
and used for tax purposes.  
 
Want to be a Phonathon Caller? Or host a Phonathon calling night at your home with your fellow groupmates? 
We will provide dinner and drinks for all groups of Phonathon callers, near and far. Just a couple of hours of your 
help making calls has a major impact. Contact us today to become a Phonathon Caller or Host at 718-643-0771 or 
Ileana@kinderland.org.  

 

 

My Contribution to the Camp Kinderland Annual Phonathon Fundraiser 
 

Name__________________________________  Phone_______________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 

My contribution amount:  
 

$500____        $250____        $175____        $100____        $75____        $50____      Other____ 
 
____Please send me an email receipt for my tax records 
 
____Please send me a hardcopy receipt in the post mail for my tax records 
 
____I do not need a receipt 
 

Camp Kinderland is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.   
Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=76586
mailto:ileana@kinderland.org

