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This summer marked Camp’s 90th season of  
operation. Given all that we have had to face over 
these many years, it is quite a remarkable feat. 
Even after 90 years, we are still evolving. 
 
As the world changed around us, we have 
adapted. Our strength is our ability to move from 
generation to generation while maintaining the 
core values of Camp’s founders. It is powerful 
and unique. 
 
From generation to generation. It is like a relay 
race where one generation passes the baton over 
to the next. It has happened many times over the 
last 90 years and continues to happen now with 
enthusiasm and excitement. Many people from 
more recent generations have said, “I love Camp 
and I want to insure its survival and make it even 
better. What can I do to help?” 
 
Many committees have come alive with all this 
new energy. People are working on camper re-
cruitment, fund raising, communication, and  
outreach. We are exploring ways to build our 
Kinderland community. 
 
On May 4, 2014, we will be gathering to celebrate 
our 90 years and to honor the many generations 
that have been a part of Camp’s history. You will 
be hearing more about this in the near future. 
 
I am excited about what we have accomplished as 
a community and am looking forward to our 
100th. Camp has meant a lot to many people. Join 
us in our efforts to continue this great tradition. 

             Billy Rothberg 
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Letter from the Director 
What a fantastic summer this has been.  I have completed my 
second season as Director and am so proud to be a part of 
Camp Kinderland .    Everyone involved in camp is to be 
commended for doing such good work.    We all work for the 
common goal of teaching social justice and making sure that 
each and every camper is treated with respect and love. 
 
I experienced so much pleasure watching campers learn to 
swim and dance, participate in cultural sessions, sing, and cre-
ate projects in Arts & Crafts and pottery. It was great to 
watch them enjoy sleeping out in the new campsite called 
“The Dreamcatcher.” We had so many highlights this sum-
mer that I won’t be able to name them all; however, here is a 
list of some of the ones that stood out for me. 
 
First and foremost, our Peace Olympics asked the question 
“Where Are We Now” in terms of Racism, Woman’s Rights, 
LGBTQ rights and the Environment. Our 14’s put on “The 
Twilight Zone” adapted and directed by our very own Mike 
Salop. The 2nd Year CIT play was “Fiddler on The Roof” 
directed by Jacob Mirer and Maddy Simon. We had several  
(Continued on Page 2) 

Billy Rothberg with his grandkids 

KINDERLAND CELEBRATES ITS 90TH YEAR! 

 



2 

   

Couples 
 
In June, Mel & Ricki (Meltzer) 
Greenblatt celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary. They met 
in Kinderland where Mel was  
Director of the Bugle & Drum 
Corps and Ricki was Girls Sports 
Director. In June, they also attend-
ed the High School graduation cer-
emonies of granddaughters Mariel-
le Greenblatt, former camper and 
Talia Levinas, former camper and 
counselor. 

 
HAPPY 65TH ANNIVERSARY 
FAY AND MONIE  
ITZKOWITZ 
 
65 years ago, on a hot August day, 
The two left camp so Monie could 
marry Fay. 
Chaveh Korn wished them well 
At the white salute, all did kvell. 
Thus began their new life 
As husband and wife.  
Always active as progressive secular 
Jews, 
Monie and Fay do it all – they never 
refuse. 
Together always, willing to fight, 
For peace, justice and Yiddishkeit 
Helping shule, camp, family or 
friends 
Their support and love never ends.  
So to honor this occasion, we are 
proud to say. 

“We’ll carry the torch. You’ve 
shown us the way.”  
 
With much love and derech-eretz, 
Randi, Steve and Erica, Marcia and 
Neil, Kate and Andy, Zach and 
Ileana, Brandyn, Elliya, Zury 
 
 
 

visiting performers, including folksingers Dar Williams, Woody’s Ghost, Jay Mankita, and Charlie King;  as well as 
our square dance caller Cliff Broder who had every camper and staff on their feet on the basketball court. We also 
took our campers to Tanglewood to see a concert as well as to The Barrington Stage Company to see “The Cho-
sen” and “The Little Mermaid.” Our August Carnival took on the theme of “Immigration” and was enjoyed by 
everyone.  
 
We welcomed 28 campers and staff from both Israel and Palestine that were part of a program called “Through 
Others Eyes”.   Both of our CIT groups spent two days getting to know our guests and enjoyed both learning 
about their new friends as well as sharing their own experiences.  It was a truly successful gathering. 
 
And finally, former camper and counselor, Katie Halper showed her film, “Commie Camp” for our camp-
ers.  They were all so excited, especially by the fact that they were watching their beloved CITs and First Year 
Staff as little children.   The cheering and the applause were deafening.  After the screening, Katie stayed and had a 
discussion with the older campers about the film. 
  
Even though it is hard to imagine, we are already planning next summer.  You will be receiving information about 
the 2014 season soon, and I shall look forward to seeing each of you at the 90th Anniversary celebration on May 4. 
                             
                             Cindy Zingher 
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   Babies & Moves 
 

Miranda Tully, a Kinderland  
camper in the 90’s, and her family 
welcomed Zach (Zachary Tully 
Chan) into the world, born April 
17, 2013. He joins his big brother, 
Oliver, now two. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Brenner is clan is growing. 
Ruth and Dan became  
grandparents with the arrival of 
Benjamin Harold Brenner on 
May 29th. Sarah and Jason are 
doing great, and adjusting to life 
with a little less sleep. Their  
relocation to North Carolina has 
been very successful; new jobs, 
new dog, new house and the baby, 
who could ask for anything more. 
Stef and Tim will be leaving  
Washington state in mid-July and 
heading to South Carolina. Stef will 
start her MFA program in  
photography at USC and Tim will 
finish his last two years with the 
Army at Ft. Jackson. They are  
expecting their first child in  
December. 
 
Patty Blum, a Kinderland parent, 
was lucky to be in London,  
England to become a grandmother 
on Mother's Day and celebrate the 
birth of her new grandbabies,  
Penelope Walta and Abraham  

Elliot Sherreard.  Kinderland 
Camper Alicia Blum-Ross and 
her husband Paul "Shez" 
Sherreard are the proud parents, 
and Kinderlander Natalie Blum-
Ross the proud aunt.  
 

All Kinds of  Naches 
 
From Rachel Holtzman and 
Sam Suckow: 
Exciting news about a previous 
camper for those who remember 
Johnny Suckow, an Inter at camp 
about 5-6 years ago: Jonathan 
Suckow, has won a gold medal 
at the European junior diving 
competition that was held in 
Poznan, Poland. He won his gold 
medal for his dives from the 1m 
board. This was the first time that 
anybody representing Switzerland 
has won a gold medal in diving. 
The silver medal went to Russia 
and the bronze medal went to the 
United Kingdom. This was also the 
first time that a gold medal in such 
a championship went to a 14 year 
old. 
 
From Peggy Sapphire (Wo-Chi-
Ca '48): 
On August 14, 2013 Baywood 
Publishing Co., Inc. will publish 
my non-fiction anthology - THE 
DISENFRANCHISED: Stories of 
Life and Death When An Ex-
Spouse Dies.  This anthology 
marks the first time that first-
person narratives on  
disenfranchised grief will have 
been published. Contributors from 
twelve states across the country 
have made this book possible.  
 www.PeggySapphire.com 
 
From Bette Golden Lamb 
(Camper 1940s): 
Read BONE PIT, on Amazon E-
book or Trade Paperback. Book 
Description: Gina Mazzio is no 
wimp, but after two attempts on  
 

her life, she needs a time out. 
Needs to get away from San  
Francisco and Ridgewood  
Hospital. In this 3rd Gina Mazzio, 
RN novel (BONE DRY, SIN & 
BONE), she goes off on a travel 
nurse assignment with fiancé Harry 
into Nevada's isolated gold coun-
try, where everything turns  
ominous from moment number 
one. When they arrive at the  
Comstock Satellite Medical Facili-
ty's empty parking lot, Gina's eye 
starts one of its warning twitches -- 
heavy iron bars cover all the sec-
ond-floor windows. What kind of 
place was this? What were they  
getting into? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Ann and Al Wasserman: 
The Wasserman family had many 
achievements this year. Ann and Al 
Wasserman’s (Staff 1940s) son, 
Steve (Camper 1960s and  
current parent) is the Editor-at-
large at Yale University Press. 
Their granddaughter, Robyn 
(Camper 1990s) graduated  
California Polytechnic State  
University in San Luis, Obispo, 
California. And their  
granddaughter Jenny (Camper 
1990s and staff 2000s) graduated 
this year from Belmont University 
in Nashville, Tennessee.  
Congratulations to the Wasserman 
family! 
 
 

Zachary Tully Chan 

http://www.peggysapphire.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Bone-Pit-Gina-Mazzio-Volume/dp/0985198621/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1378840614&sr=8-1&keywords=bone+pit
http://www.amazon.com/Bone-Pit-Gina-Mazzio-Volume/dp/0985198621/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1378840614&sr=8-1&keywords=bone+pit
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    In Memoriam 
 
Dave Yanover passed away 
on March 19, 2013. He was a 
Kinderland camper for many years, 
and was a counselor in 1942 and 
1943 camp until he went into the 
army to fight fascism. Dave will be 
missed by Elly Yanover, his wife of 
many years who lives in Delray 
Beach, Florida, and by the rest of 
his Yackle family. 
 
 
The Kinderland community lost a 
long-time friend and supporter 
with the passing of  
Sylvia Auerbach (TZIPEE 
LEVITT) on May 3, 2013 at the 
age of 89. Sylvia was a Kinderland 
camper in the late 1930's, a Camp 
Mother in the 1960's and the  
matriarch of the Kinderland  
Auerbach family, with her children, 
George, Paul, Teddy, Steve and 
Andrea and grandchildren, Gary &  
Jessica Auerbach and Ben and  
Michael Grossman, attending and/
or working at Kinderland/
Lakeland over a forty year period. 
Sylvia was a dedicated Secular Jew 
and fighter for Social Justice and 
Equality, who will be remembered 
kindly by those who knew her. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From Moe Friedman: 
Lolly Friedman passed away on 
May 15, 2013. How could Lolly ever 
forget Kinderland.  That's where we 
met. That's where we sent two of 
our children Allan and  Randi. 
That's where Allan met his wife Val. 
That's where we went on Visiting 
Day to see our granddaughter Sari 
Krumholz.  We were small but  
regular contributors to Camp. We 
spent our lives singing songs learned 
in Camp, dancing folk dances taught 
by Edith Siegle and most  
importantly making lifelong friends. 
Camp Kinderland was and is an  
important part of our lives.  As  
recently as June 29, when the  
Yackles had their 70th reunion, we 
conducted a fundraising appeal for 
Camp. It's too bad Lolly missed that 
event. Her family, including Allan & 
Val, Gail, Randi & Les, Jason &  
Anna, Ben, Ari, and Sari, mourns 
her passing.  
 

 
 
 
 
Irving Silver died on September 5, 
2013. The final night of his life--
Erev Rosh Hashanah-- much of his 
family—Mitch, Keith, Isaac, 
Hadass, Alexandra, Matt, and Ora-- 
were with him. He will be missed. 
 
 
 

Moishe (Marvin) Leiner passed 
away this year on May 21, 2013. 
Moishe was always a lover of  
Yiddish, of socialist ideals, and of 
Kinderland. He was a counselor of 
12 year old boys--who have never 
forgotten him, a waiter on the  
Lakeland side, as well as leader of 
the staff committee. He met and 
married Anne Segall--also a  
counselor at Camp Kinderland. 

Moishe was an educator all his life, 
in the city elementary schools in 
Bushwick and Far Rockaway, a  
professor of education at Queens 
College, and a liason for the  
students of Townshend Harris H.S 
and Queens College.  He taught 
Yiddish in the Shules, and was a 
graduate of the Hechere Cursn. 
He lived and studied in Cuba,  
conducting research on their  
system of education and their  
curriculum.   
 
Marvin and Anne have three  
children: Ken and wife, Sandra,  
Karen and husband Josh, and  
Danny, as well as three  
grandchildren: Matthew Benjamin, 
Luca Rafi and Corrina Dannielle. 
 

Moishe (Marvin) Leiner 
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    Camp Kinderland In the Media 
 
Believe it or not, neither calling out sexism nor being 
obsessed with musicals made me very popular at my 
school…Luckily, I had a place where my feminism was 
embraced and not rejected: my summer camp…[Camp 
Kinderland’s] commitment to equality for women was a 
part of its larger commitment to equality for all, justice 
and fairness. Its rejection of sexism went hand in hand 
with its rejection of all oppressions and prejudices, 
whether they were based on gender, sexual orientation, 
race or class. Read more of The Feminism of Camp 
Kinderland, a blog post by Katie Halper on The 
Lilith Blog  http://lilith.org/blog/2013/09/the-
feminism-of-camp-kinderland/ 
 
 
Dar Williams, on her second trip to Camp  
Kinderland 
http://campsandbeegardens.tumblr.com/
post/58716680692/camp-kinderland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Camp: Bug Bites, Sunburns, and  
Yiddish!, a blog post by Rachel Birch on Notes 
From The Tenement, the official blog of the Lower 
East Side Tenement Museum 
http://www.tenement.org/blog/?p=1846 
  

In the seemingly intractable roil of Israeli-Palestinian 
relations, there are, albeit rarely, faint, hopeful glimpses 
of the possibility for understanding and  
rapprochement.  This summer, thanks to a grant from 
the Puffin Foundation, Ltd., the 15- and 16-year-old 
CITs at Camp Kinderland in Tolland, Massachusetts 
were able to learn about and respond to one such  
possibility. Read more of 
Kinderland Meets Givat Haviva, a blog post by  
Judith Rosenbaum on Jewish Currents’ Blog-
Shmog 
http://jewishcurrents.org/kinderland-meets-givat-
haviva-20608 
 
 

Museum of Jewish Heritage online exhibit displays 
a photo of Alice Rothman and Leibl Shulman, campers 
at Camp Kinderland, presenting a scroll to Paul  
Robeson. (August 14, 1949) 
http://collection.mjhnyc.org/index.php?
g=detail&action=search&object_id=7081 
 
 
Pauline and Michael Katz share their stories with the 
Yiddish Book Center about divisions within the Jew-
ish left, the legacy and future of Camp Kinderland, and 
the Communist and Socialist disagreement that caused 
a camp split.. Check out their video interviews at 
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/category/
categories/camp-kinderland  

http://lilith.org/blog/2013/09/the-feminism-of-camp-kinderland/
http://lilith.org/blog/2013/09/the-feminism-of-camp-kinderland/
http://campsandbeegardens.tumblr.com/post/58716680692/camp-kinderland
http://campsandbeegardens.tumblr.com/post/58716680692/camp-kinderland
http://www.tenement.org/blog/?p=1846
http://jewishcurrents.org/kinderland-meets-givat-haviva-20608
http://jewishcurrents.org/kinderland-meets-givat-haviva-20608
http://collection.mjhnyc.org/index.php?g=detail&action=search&object_id=7081
http://collection.mjhnyc.org/index.php?g=detail&action=search&object_id=7081
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/category/categories/camp-kinderland
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/category/categories/camp-kinderland
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   Seeing Commie Camp 
by Danny and Leda Fisher 
 
The theater was dark. The strange 
shorts prior to the documentary had 
ended. A calmness had fallen over all 
of us. The moment was here. Six-ish 
years in the making and Commie 
Camp, the Kinderland documentary by 
Katie Halper, (camper in the 90’s, 
daughter of Nora Eisenberg, niece of 
Ricky Eisenberg and granddaughter of 
Bea "Topsy" Eisenberg) was just  
moments away…  
 
Seventy minutes later and we were in 
nostalgia-induced shock. We, the Fish-
er twins, thought the movie was amaz-
ing. Seeing ourselves and our friends at 
such a young age was pretty entertain-
ing. You can look at pictures of your 
younger self all the time, but getting to 
watch yourself interact with the world 
at a young age is a priceless experience. 
Commie Camp is an accurate  
representation of the exciting,  
culturally aware, and community  
oriented daily life at Camp Kinderland. 
The film perfectly reflects the  
importance of social justice in the 
camp’s programming and values, and 
how the friendships created there 
transcend, and yet encompass it. It  
also didn’t hurt that when we walked 
out of the theater, we were stopped 
not once, not twice, but thrice by elder 
members of the Kinderland  
community, jokingly asking for our 
autographs! 
 
We aren’t sure what we hope this film 
will accomplish outside the Kinderland 
community. We don’t know whether 
or not it will change some of the  
negative ideas about Camp  
Kinderland, or if the people fostering 
those ideas will even see the movie. 
We just hope that anyone who sees the 
Commie Camp documentary is filled 
with the same warm, Kinderland-y 
feeling of friendship and cultural 
awareness that we are. Thanks Katie!   

From left: Katie Halper, Luke Holtzman, Leda Fisher, Emma Holtzman, Danny Fisher 

COMMIE CAMP, by Katie Halper 
 
Commie Camp premiered on June 28th at the VisionFest Film Festival at 
Tribeca Cinemas. Commie Camp broke the record with two sold out 
showings. Director Katie Halper (that's me) won an award for  
Outstanding Technical and Artistic Achievement. Thanks so much to 
everyone who came out and showed their support. It was especially 
great to have people featured in the documentary present at the  
screenings. Upcoming screenings include: 
 
 The Big Eddy Film Festival on September 21 at 12pm at the Tusten 

Theater in Narrowsburg, NY 
 Kinderland Benefit Screenings on October 20 at DCTV in NYC 
 The Gold Coast International Film Festival at Great Neck Arts 

Center, October 21-27. Screening date and time TBA 
 The Philadelphia Jewish Film Festival on November 5 at 7pm 

at The Gershman Y  
 The Boston Jewish Film Festival on November 9th tentatively at 

6:30pm at the the Coolidge Corner Theatre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here are some reviews of the film: 
 ‘Commie Camp’ Documentary Captures Camp Kinderland’s  
 Idealism, and Its Imperfections in Tablet 
 “Was Rush Limbaugh Right About 'Commie' Camp Kinderland?” 

in The Forward 
 “Camp Kinderland Then and Now: Commie Camp” in Critics at 

Large 
 Movie Review: Commie Camp (2012)  
 The Fifth Question, by Mira Sucharov in Haaretz 
 Interview on the Matt Filipovics Show 
 Interview on WBAI’s Beyond The Pale 
 "The Importance of Commie Camp" by Robert Meeropol, director of 

the Rosenberg Fund for Children 
 
And here are some blurbs about the film: 
"What a FILM! Thanks Katie, for the amazing story of Camp  
Kinderland. You will have tremendous success with it. Soon, the world 
will know how you and thousands of other innocent children were  
brainwashed and bent to the will of the communist conspiracy.  
Heartwarming family entertainment! LOVED IT!" 
 -Joe Gilford, Playwright, "Finks," and Screenwriter. (Cont. on Page 7) 

http://bigeddyfilmfest.com/commie-camp/
https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&channel=fflb&q=narrowsburg&ie=UTF-8&ei=92vxUc6oKo3i4APg9YCAAw&ved=0CAoQ_AUoAg
http://www.campkinderland.org
http://www.dctvny.org/about/contact
http://www.goldcoastfilmfestival.org/
http://www.greatneckarts.org/
http://www.greatneckarts.org/
http://www.gershmany.org/pjff.cfm
http://www.gershmany.org/
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/135788/commie-camp
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/135788/commie-camp
http://blogs.forward.com/the-arty-semite/179329/was-rush-limbaugh-right-about-commie-camp-kinderl/#ixzz2a1yTcRKZ
http://www.criticsatlarge.ca/2013/07/camp-kinderland-then-and-now-commie-camp.html
http://www.criticsatlarge.ca/2013/07/camp-kinderland-then-and-now-commie-camp.html
http://www.criticsatlarge.ca/2013/07/camp-kinderland-then-and-now-commie-camp.html
http://iwantpop.com/948/movie-review-commie-camp-2013/
http://www.haaretz.com/blogs/the-fifth-question/1.544204
http://www.haaretz.com/
http://matthewf.net/2013/06/13/episode-230-with-steve-horn-and-katie-halper/
http://beyondthepale.org/episode/2013/06/09
http://www.rfc.org/blog/article/1364


 

 

"As I was heading into the screening of COMMIE CAMP, I thought, 'A documentary about someone's beloved 
progressive summer camp? This could be deadly.' Well, I loved it. Katie Halper's well paced film about the socially 
conscious summer camp that she and several generations of her family had been a part of was infused with a  
distinctive humor, insight and poignancy. While laughing out loud, I also noticed how well made the film was." 
- Aviva Slesin, Director, Academy Award winner for Best Feature Documentary for The Ten Year Lunch 
 
HOW YOU CAN HELP! 
I am really trying to find a distributor for the movie so i can make a DVD and have some kind of theatrical run 
and get it on television/ Netflix/ Itunes etc. So if you know any, please send them my way. 
Please spread the word about screenings to your friends who live in the cities hosting them. 
And visit CommieCamp.com for updates, follow @CommieCamp on Twitter and "Like" Commie Camp on  
Facebook! 

Camp Kinderland Yiddish Theater Benefit  
 

This fall, for the first time in many years,  there will be TWO  Yiddish theatrical productions in New York. In  

addition to the continuous productions of the Folksbiene, which is producing “LIES  MY  FATHER  TOLD  

ME” the New Jewish Rep Theater  will produce a new Yiddish version of “Waiting for Godot” at the Castillo 

Theater on West 42nd Street. Translated into Yiddish by Shane Baker and directed by Moshe Yassur, this should 

be a very unusual and interesting event. We have arranged for a Kinderland benefit performance for both  

productions. ALL  PROCEEDS  GO  TO  THE  CAMP  KINDERLAND  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND. 

 

WAITING FOR GODOT -  Sunday, October 6, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. at Castillo Theater, 543 West 42nd Street 

NYC. Tickets $25.00 each (Box office price $35.00) 

Yiddish brings into Beckett’s text a special historical and cultural poignancy, that of the homeless survivor whose 

only home is his language and his culture. The Yiddish experience-waiting while surviving at the edge of  

extinction—is the ultimate existential paradox. 

Directed by Moshe Yassur, the cast includes Shane  Baker, Rafael  Goldwaser,  Avi  Hoffman, Nicholas Jenkins 

and David Mandelbaum. 

 

LIES  MY  FATHER  TOLD  ME - Sunday, November 17, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. at Baruch College, 55 Lexington 

Ave. NYC. Tickets $55.00 (Box office price $60.00) 

Following three generations in an immigrant family living in Montreal during the 1920s, when North American 

Immigration pushed forward in its final great wave and an assimilated country pushed back even harder, LIES MY 

FATHER TOLD ME recounts David's childhood memories of the people and occurrences that would shape his 

life. 

 

We have a limited number of seats for each performance. If you cannot attend on these dates we can arrange for 

tickets on other dates and Kinderland will still benefit. 

 

For tickets or more information contact Monie Itzkowitz at famitz9@gmail.com or 1-516-354-7032 

The Kinderland Benefit Screenings will 
take place on Sunday, October 20 at 
1pm and 4pm at DCTV, 87 Lafayette St, 
New York, NY 10013. There will be a 
2:30pm Reception between screenings 
for all ticket holders. Seating is limited. 
To buy your tickets, go to 
www.CampKinderland.org today! 
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   2013 Kinderland Peace Olympics 

By Judee Rosenbaum 
 
Children, rainbow-attired, enter singing, chanting,  
cheering, bearing banners that read “RACIAL JUSTICE:  
Where Are We Now?” “WOMEN’S EQUALITY”  
“LGBTQ RIGHTS,” “WE WANT A SAFE  
ENVIRONMENT.”  They are opening the 2013 Peace 
Olympics, and  illustrating this year’s cultural theme:  
Seneca, Selma, Stonewall, Silent Spring: Where are we 
now?  Opening night closes with all of camp locking 
hands and singing Strangest Dream.” 
 
Each team drew inspiration from a particular progressive 
event or historical moment to judge the progress that’s 
been made since that time, and to examine where we are 
now. The Racial Justice team explored how far we’ve 
come since Selma, and how much more we must do to 
achieve a non-racist and just society. The Women’s 
Equality team looked at the advances women have made 

since the Seneca Falls Convention, and discuss how 
much farther we must still go to gain full equality.  The 
LGBTQ Rights team examined the dramatic changes 
since the Stonewall Uprising and the ongoing fight for 
equal rights for the LGBTQ community.  The Safe  
Environment team learned about the work that’s been 
done since the 1962 publication of Rachel Carson’s  
Silent Spring, which helped inspire the modern  
environmental movement, and tried to assess the steps 
that must continue to be taken to restore our planet to 
health.   
 
For three and a half days campers ran races, built  
pyramids, hit balls, had swim meets and a biathlon, 
played soccer and ultimate.  In between, they sat in small 
groups learning about these struggles, making up songs 
and skits, writing poems and responses to photographs, 
creating songs and murals. Meanwhile, staff worked late 
hours before and during the Olympics, foregoing days 

and hours off, to study and  learn what they needed 
to know, and to help organize and care for the  
children, comforting one who lost, sun-screening 
another, listening to suggestions, and inspiring all by 
their spirit and concern. 
 
On the final evening, after scores were announced 
(the losing team cheered more loudly than the  
winners, I think), the camp watched, awestruck, as 
the inter-team dance, drama and choral groups  
performed.  We admired one inter-team craft 
group’s dramatic presentation of black armbands 
commemorating and demanding justice for Trayvon 
Martin, and the other’s artistic representation of the 
music to “We Shall Overcome.”  We heard about 
current issues and actions from inter-team Amnesty 
International and UnCOR.  Interwoven with these 
presentations, each team performed its original skit, 
song, dance and stunning mural. 
 
The evening ended with cheers, singing the  
Kinderland Hymn, and four cakes, each iced in a 
different team’s color.  Exhilarated, weary, campers 
and staff went to a well-earned rest. 
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   OLYMPIC CHEERS 
 

Swim far, swim fast, 
Discrimination will not last! 
 

Running backwards is really hard, 
Equal marriage we will guard! 
 

Soccer, soccer is our game, 
Equal marriage is our aim! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RACIAL JUSTICE OLYMPIC TEAM 
  Poems in response to pictures 
 

My hair is real. 
My hair has grown from my scalp to my  
stomach and is still growing. 
My hair is a dark brown color. 
It is straight and wavy 
My hair is my hair 
And it is very very real! 
        --Soledad Aguila-Colon, Upper Seniors 
 
I am not a color 
I am not something to be judged 
I am not something to be controlled 
I am not an object 
I am not a sin 
I am not a criminal 
I am not respected 
I am not treated as a human 
But I am still a person.                                     
                       --Sadie Burke, Upper Seniors 

Skin Color 
All different races with different color faces 
Doesn’t mean one race is better 
We are the same 
We are immigrants – Italians and Syrians 
All with different color faces  
And races 
So?  I know.  
  
Not only one race with the same color skin 
Every different race 
That doesn’t have the same face  
Why do racists think their faces are better? 
Not true!  All races are the same. 
Not all whites are racists – 
They speak out to the mean racists and tell ‘em it’s wrong. 
What matters is the love in their heart 
Not the look of their faces. 
                                   --Jeremy Garskoff, Inters 
 

Love Comes in All Colors 
I am not a color 
I am different in my own way 
I am a human, nothing more, nothing less 
I am not a color. 
I can’t be changed 
I won’t be changed 
I am proud of who I am 
I am not a color 
Try me and you will see 
I have depth beyond vision 
Everyone is equal, though it may not be clear 
Give me a chance,  
and I’ll show you that 
I am not a color. 
       --Antonia Da Silva,  
          Upper Seniors 
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   Indiegogo Success! 
By Ileana Font-Soloway 
 
This winter, as I was settling into my new job of 
Development Director for Camp Kinderland, I 
spent some time with an old Kinderland friend, 
and current staff member, Joey Perr. We were 
reminiscing about camp in the 90’s and realizing 
that the camp has shrunk significantly over recent 
years. I shared with him that due to low  
enrollment as a result of the recession, in addition 
to the mandated (and expensive!) septic upgrades, 
we were starting to increase our fundraising  
efforts. Joey got excited, and out of nowhere, tons 
of great fundraising ideas started pouring out of 
him. One in particular got my attention – online 
crowd-funding. This would be very new territory 
for Camp Kinderland, a 90 year old institution 
steeped in tradition…doing online crowd-funding? 
We decided to give it a shot. 
 
Joey and I presented the idea to the Fundraising 
Committee and then the Board of Directors. We 
did lots of research and preparation, and on April 
1, 2013, Camp Kinderland launched its first ever 
Indiegogo campaign, titled $50K in 50 Days for 
Camp Kinderland. The plan was to ask all of the 
Kinderland community to reach out to their  
personal, professional, and educational networks 
to solicit $10 each from 10 friends. With a  
community of over 2,000 people, if even half of 
those folks could bring in $50 each from their 
friends, we assumed we would reach the target in 
no time and be able to pay off the next installment 
of the septic upgrade. 
 
The campaign started with a bang, bringing in an 
average of $1,000 per day every day for the first 
week. Donations came in droves, some in the 
range of $10 to $25, and on certain days, donations 
of between $500 and $1,000 came in. Although the 
onset was promising, Joey and I checked in  
regularly to celebrate, to brainstorm more ways to 
raise awareness about the campaign, and to  
commiserate when the giving slowed. Halfway 
through the campaign, the giving almost came to a 
full stop, and Joey and I resigned ourselves to a 
very commendable effort, as $25K was nothing to 
scoff at.  
 
 
 
 

The giving trickled for a few more weeks, and as the last 
week approached, we started to ramp up the reminders: on 
Facebook, on Twitter, via email, and by word of mouth. 
Without warning, the giving picked up again as people  
started to see the light at the end of the tunnel. The finish 
line was near, and the Kinderland community came through 
in the clutch! On the last day of the campaign, Tuesday, 
May 21, we had just $1,500 left to 
raise. Moe Friedman called after a long day of sitting Shiva 
for his late wife, Lolly Friedman, a beloved member of 
the Kinderland community for many years. He decided to 
bring the $50K in 50 Days campaign to the finish line in 
honor of Lolly with a $1,500 donation in her memory. We 
all started to celebrate and congratulate each other - we had 
done it! And as we were celebrating, we realized that there 
was still almost 24 hours left in the campaign, and the dona-
tions were still coming in! The incredible success inspired 
our loving Kinderland community, and during the last day 
of the campaign, another $5,000 came in and we finished at 
$55,095 on May 21.  
 
The success of this campaign is a testament to how  
engaged, loyal, and committed the Kinderland community 
is. Not only did Kinderlanders donate, but they also became 
ambassadors and advocates of Kinderland by sharing their 
stories about their experiences at camp with their families 
and friends and soliciting donations. This action  
simultaneously raised thousands of dollars, and raised 
awareness about our favorite summer camp with a  
conscience among an ever-growing group of politically  
progressive people. Congratulations to YOU, Kinderland 
community, on your hard work and great success in keeping 
Kinderland alive for future generations! 
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KINDERLAND 
YERUSHA  

LEGACY CIRCLE 

If you want to ensure that Camp Kinderland will provide progressive summer programming and year-around  
community events for future generations, consider becoming a member of the Kinderland Yerusha Legacy Circle 
by  putting Camp Kinderland in your will. Your commitment to this future gift will guarantee that Kinderland will 
continue to foster independent thinking and social justice activism in children for generations. You’ll be joining an 
amazing group of Kinderland alumni, among them Lyber and Elaine Katz, Peter Smith, Maddy Simon, Jon Silvan, 
Danny Marks, Alice Shechter, Judee Rosenbaum, and Steve and Erica Itzkowitz.  These are your contemporaries: a 
diverse and devoted group of supporters from across generations, dedicated in a very concrete way to the Camp 
Kinderland Legacy. Contact Ileana@Kinderland.org to learn more about how you can give a Legacy gift with the 
same generous spirit that has kept Camp Kinderland thriving through 90 years of making history and making a 
difference in the lives of thousands of children.  

Annual Phonathon Fundraiser 2013 
This year, we held two phonathons - one in the fall and one in the spring. Because we 

are limited to making calls over two weeks with as many volunteers as can fit in our  

offices and volunteer hosts’ homes, we can only make so many calls. This past spring, 

we finally finished our list and called everyone in our database that we were unable to 

call in the fall. It was a great success, making several hundred more dollars, but also  

allowing us to connect to members of our community that had not heard from us in 

decades. They were happy to hear from us, and relieved to hear that Kinderland is still 

going strong.  

 

Between the two phonathons,  with the help of more than 30 volunteer callers, we were 

able to raise over $49,000 for the  camper scholarship fund, which offsets tuition fees 

by providing partial scholarships for camper families in need every summer. Thank you 

to the over 450 generous donors who supported Camp Kinderland in this way. 

 

This year, the fall phonathon will take place October 21 through 31. If you would 

like to volunteer to make phone calls, please email  Ileana@Kinderland.org as 

soon as possible. Just a few hours of your time makes such a big difference for Camp 

Kinderland families in need, and we make it fun!  We would love to have you! 

Phonathon Volunteers 

Cindy Zingher 

Alice Shechter 

Channa Camins  

Erica Itzkowitz 

Steve Itzkowitz 

Zach Itzkowitz 

Monie Itzkowitz 

Ileana Font-Soloway 

Rachel Birch 

Sara Kaplan-Levenson 

Isaac Silver 

Judee Rosenbaum 

Helene Potash 

Erl Kimmich 

Doug Jacobs-Moore 

Gabe DeAngelis 

Joanna Kalb 

Danny Brenner 

Catherine Fitz 

Laura Shmishkiss 

Eugene Resnick 

Joanie Max 

Bob Rosenthal 

Lucy Rubin 

Julie Eigenberg 

Kobi Shanny 

Jenna Dabney 

Nina Herman 

Benny Oyama 

Aaron Kogel-Smucker 

Kalina Leopold 

Sari Krumholz 

Jacob Mirer 

Jessica Rothberg 

Jane Schreiber 

Shayla Partridge 

KINDERLAND COMMUNITY SURVEY 
This summer, several members of the Kinderland Community convened to discuss 
ways we can better serve the needs and interests of our community of alumni, parents, 
staff and friends. The Community Engagement Commitee put together a survey in  
order to learn more from you about how we can most effectively engage and serve our 
community. The survey questions will allow you to share information about yourself, 
your ideas, and how, if at all, you would like to be involved in Kinderland's  
programming and initiatives. We plan to use the results of this survey to frame a series 
of in-person discussions with our community, which will ultimately inform our  
strategic direction moving forward.  
 
The online survey can take as little as 15 minutes, but we encourage you to answer as 
many questions as you are willing, as thoroughly as possible. This will enable us to gain 
the most comprehensive input as possible. All responses are anonymous, unless you 
indicate otherwise at the end of the survey. Find the survey at this link: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/3M3J33C 
 
Your input is important to us, and will help us to improve our communications, 
events, and programming to better meet the needs of our valued community 
members. We would greatly appreciate your participation as soon as possible. If you 
prefer to complete a hardcopy of the survey, please contact Ileana@Kinderland.org to 
request one. Thank you in advance for your participation and support. 

mailto:Ileana@Kinderland.org
mailto:ileana@kinderland.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3M3J33C
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3M3J33C
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3M3J33C
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3M3J33C
mailto:Ileana@Kinderland.org
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   Join a Kinderland  
Committee Today! 
 

To get more involved in the  
Kinderland community, please  
consider joining one of the  
following committees. For more  
information, or to find out how to 
get involved, contact Ileana at  
Ileana@kinderland.org. 
 

The Fundraising Committee 
brainstorms fundraising ideas, plans 
and provides resources for  
fundraising events and campaigns, 
and hosts fundraising events for 
Camp Kinderland.  
 
The Camper Recruitment  
Committee organizes and hosts 
open houses for prospective  
camper families, reaches out to  
personal networks to raise awareness 
about Camp Kinderland, and  
represents Camp Kinderland at 
camp fairs.  
 
The 90th Anniversary Event  
Planning Committee is  
organizing an event for the Spring of 
2014, which involves researching 
venues and vendors, designing a 
program and journal, and developing 
a cultural theme and program that 
reflects this milestone.  
 
The Community Engagement  
Committee is tasked with informing 
and involving the Kinderland  
community in Kinderland's year-
around programming and activities, 
as well as keeping Kinderlanders 
connected through events and net-
working opportunities, membership 
perks, and regular communications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Camper Recruitment  
Committee Co-Chair,  
Josh Kershenbaum 
 

This past summer, my son Julian was a  
second-year Inter at Camp Kinderland.  It 
was his second summer at sleep away 
camp, and his first time attending for seven 
weeks. He had the time of his life. He is so 
excited about going back next summer! 
 

Like Julian, I started going to Kinderland as 
an Inter.  I wound up returning every  
summer for 13 years. I was a camper in every group, a CIT, a Counselor, 
a Group Leader and later a Specialist. Today I am a parent of a camper 
and I volunteer for Kinderland as a co-chair of the Recruitment Commit-
tee. I am excited to be involved with Kinderland again through Julian, and 
I want to do whatever I can to help Kinderland grow and prosper long 
into the future so that Julian and my future grandchildren can experience 
the magic of Camp Kinderland as I did.  
 

To this day, some of my closest friends are people I met at Camp. I can 
tell already that the friends Julian is making now with his camp group-
mates will last a lifetime - he talks about the summer all the time to his 
family and his friends from home.  
 

This makes me realize that Kinderland is not a secret club we should keep 
to ourselves...there are lots of children in Julian's school, after school  
programs, and folkshule that might also enjoy and benefit from the values
-driven and confidence-boosting summer programthat Kinderland offers. 
I am working hard in my home town (Philadelphia) to spread the word 
about Camp Kinderland and I am also reaching out to all of the parents 
of Julian's Inter group to encourage you to do the same.  
 

Here are three ways you can get involved: 
 

1. Host an Open House. It's easy. It's fun. We will help you do it. All 
we need from you is a willingness to help us identify people to invite and 
the use of your living room for an hour or two.  
 

2. Tell your friends about Kinderland. Even if you don't want to host 
an Open House, we can help you spread the word to your friends and the 
parents of your kids' friends. Word of mouth is the single best way to get 
new kids to come to Camp. Most kids come to camp for the first time 
because of a friend. That's how I started back in 1984!  
 

3. Share contacts with us. Do you know people who work with kids? 
Do you know people who are active in progressive or  
humanistic causes who might want to send their kids to  
Kinderland? We'd love to hear from you about this to see if there are  
opportunities to spread the word.   
 

To get involved, contact me at jkershenbaum@gmail.com or  
contact the camp office at CindyZ@Kinderland.org or  
718-643-0771. We look forward to hearing from you! 

mailto:ileana@kinderland.org
mailto:jkershenbaum@gmail.com
mailto:CindyZ@Kinderland.org
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The Decades Olympics, By Ileana Font-Soloway 
 

The Kinderland Peace Olympics is a rare opportunity during every summer when things do not end in a  
Kinderland tie. It is the one time when friendly competition is encouraged, and children want to win, win, win! It 
is a valuable lesson for campers on the importance of learning how to lose graciously, how to compete honestly 
and without bullying, and how to reach their fullest potential in both individual and team activities including 
sports, theater, writing, and visual arts. Parallel to this competitiveness is a cohesion between the four teams with 
the common objective of teaching, learning about, and advocating for social justice. In addition to making cheers 
and murals for each separate team, the four teams get together for inter-team activities focused on learning about 
issues and coming up with solutions through groups like Amnesty International. I think Kinderlanders past and 
present can agree that this cornerstone of Camp’s programming is an ingenious way to come up with solutions for 
the world’s issues and have fun in the process. 
 

That’s why this year we are launching a new kind of Kinderland Olympics with the objective of solving another 
important issue. The “Decades Olympics” aims to bring our wider Kinderland community together to compete to 
raise awareness of and funds for Camp Kinderland. This past spring, you proved that you are willing to be an am-
bassador for Kinderland by sharing the Indiegogo campaign with your networks. Now you and the other  
Kinderlanders from your decade can work together to compete against Kinderlanders from other decades to be 
the best ambassadors and fundraisers for your favorite summer camp with a conscience!   
 

The Decades Olympics hub will live online on our new and improved Kinderland website (coming this October). 
This hub will have information about upcoming events for each decade, updates about each decade’s fundraising 
efforts, track camper recruitment efforts and social media connections, and allow you to identify with a decade to 
donate to and organize events for. Although the information hub lives online, the Decades Olympics exists in 
your home when you host a camper recruitment open house, at the local school auditorium your old bunkmate 
reserves for a fundraising benefit “Share”-style talent show, and on your roof deck where you host a benefit 
barbeque dinner party for your camp buddies from the 1960s decade.  
 

This year, the Decades Olympics will culminate in the big 90th Anniversary Celebration on May 4, 2014 in NYC 
(details TBA). Awards for the decades with the best fundraising record, the most camper recruitment open  
houses, the highest individual donation, the most members, and more will be distributed then, so save the date 
and plan to be present! But this is only the first year of the Decades Olympics. We hope to keep this going from 
the fall to the spring of every year between 2013, our 90th year, and 2023, Camp Kinderland’s 100th Anniversary. 
With the ultimate goals of full camper enrollment for both the July and August sessions, and a five million dollar 
capital projects endowment by 2023, we hope to engage and re-engage our alumni, staff, parents, and friends from 
1923 to the present to be a part of bringing Camp Kinderland to more families, and ensuring its future for the 
next 100 years.  
 

That said, this is a new and exciting challenge for us. It is an ambitious and lofty idea still in its infancy and we 
hope that with your help, your ideas, your participation, and your enthusiasm, it will grow organically into a fun 
and life-sustaining fund raising and awareness-raising effort for Camp Kinderland. 
 

Keep an eye out for emails and mailings about the Decades Olympics, and start to think about how you want to 
be a part of it. If you are interested in being a Team Captain for your decade, contact Ileana@Kinderland.org to 
learn what it is all about. Get excited! The people united will never be defeated! 

A New Website for Camp Kinderland, by Ileana Font-Soloway 
This October, we will be launching a new website for Camp Kinderland. It will contain much of the same content 
as the current website, slightly reorganized so as to be more intuitive and dynamic. We are also adding new con-
tent that is meant to be more interactive with our community, including up to the minute updates about camp-
related events, regular progress reports about fundraising campaigns and camper recruitment, new photos and vid-
eos from recent summers, and more. We must thank those who contributed to this effort, including the Commu-
nications Committee that met on a volunteer basis during 2011/12, James Bradley who has supported us with web 
development for years, and continues to, and Gabe DeAngelis and Alice Shechter for creating the content over 
many years of directing Camp Kinderland. We so hope you like the new website and welcome your feedback! 
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Save the Date: Sunday May 4, 2014   

 

 

   

   

 

Join us for Camp Kinderland’s  

90th Anniversary  Celebration in NYC 

Venue location and timing to be announced 

Mark your calendar and watch your mail and 

email for details on how to purchase your tickets! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2013/14 Camp Calendar 
October - New Website and Decades 

Olympics Launch 

October 20 - Commie Camp Screenings 

October 21-31 - Phonathon 

May 4 - 90th Anniversary Event 

June 29 - July session begins 

July 19 - Visiting Day 

July 26 - July session ends 

July 27 - August session begins 

August 16 - August session ends 

 

Camp Kinderland 
16 Court St., Suite 2200 
Brooklyn, NY 11241 
718-643-0771 

1543 Colebrook River Rd., 
Tolland, MA 01034 
412-258-4463 

CindyZ@kinderland.org 
www.campkindeland.org 

www..campkinderland/alumni.html 

The Kindershules 

Kinderland 
Shule 

Brooklyn, NY 
Alice Shechter 
718-643-0771 

For other progressive Secular 
Jewish schools, see the web-
sites of the Congress of Secular 
Jewish Organizations 
(www.csjo.org) and of the Work-
men’s Circle (www.circle.org) 

Camp Kinderland bumper sticker, 

reading “Summer camp with a 

conscience...More than a summer 

camp since 1923”: $3 


