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Letter from the President
I have been involved with camp for a number of
years. I been part of many wonderful things that
Camp has accomplished. I also have dealt with many
challenges that Camp had been confronted with.
Dedicated people, working together, got us through
the tough times.
Camp has been a part of my life since my first summer as an 8 year old camper. It continued for me as a
camp parent, Board member and President. One
would think that after 62 years I would be tired of the
whole thing. Just the opposite is happening.
This is a very exciting time to be a part of the Camp
family. First and foremost we just concluded another
wonderful summer. What we heard from campers,
parents and staff is that it was “One of the best summers ever”. Thanks to Cindy Z., Mike, Ira, Judee,
Maddy, Cindy T., Dennis and all the other people that
make this all happen.
We run a terrific camp, but as you all know, we are
more than just a summer camp.
We had a great reunion to celebrate our 90th anniversary, with over 500 people in attendance. We are having a benefit weekend at Camp in October. We are
planning a trip to Cuba in February, 2015. We had a
strong response to our Kinderland Community Survey and have been expanding our community conversations. We have to thank our Development Director
Ileana Font-Soloway and our committee volunteers
for these successful activities.
Camp is alive and well and working its way towards
financial stability. We have an active, hardworking
Board of Directors and strong, productive volunteer
committees. Everyone is excited about all that is happening and all the good ideas being discussed to enrich and strengthen our Camp family.
Join us as we move forward to our 100th Anniversary.
Billy Rothberg

President Billy Rothberg

Director Cindy Zingher

Letter from the Director
Once again, I am thrilled to be able to report that we have had a
fantastic year. I have completed my third summer and continue to
be so proud of who we are and what we stand for. Camp Kinderland employs a superb staff and each and every one of our staff is
kind, generous and dedicated to making sure that our campers are
treated with love and respect. It is so thrilling to watch the relationships between the staff and their campers, as well as to observe
our staff as they become today’s activists and educators. It is so
wonderful to watch our campers while they dance, swim, sing, play
games, participate in sports, create projects in arts and crafts, participate in our cultural sessions, and join in during “Share”. Camp
is so special and I am so grateful to be a part of it.
We had so many highlights this summer that I won’t be able to
name them all; however, here is a list of some of the ones that
stood out for me:
Our Peace Olympics, which looked at Artist Activists: Honoring
the Late Great Pete Seeger. Our teams honored 4 artist activists:
Harry Belafonte, Keith Haring, Simone De Bouvier and Augusto
Boal.
Our very own Ira led us in an evening of singing Pete Seeger’s
Songs as we dedicated our Dining Hall in his name. Posters were
made which will become plaques.
(Continued on Page 2)

Our 14’s put on “To Kill a Mockingbird” adapted and directed by our very own Mat Bussler.
Our 2nd Year CIT’s play was “Finian’s Rainbow” co- directed by Mat Bussler and Maddy Simon
We had several performers that included folksingers, Jay Mankita, and Charlie King; as well as our square dance caller Cliff
Broder that had every camper and staff up on the basketball court.
We had a beautiful presentation of the History of the Civil Rights Movement using images and Pete Seeger’s folk songs.
We took all of our campers to The Barrington Stage Company to see “Hairspray” and “Kiss me Kate” and “Circus
Smirkus.”
Our oldest campers went to Jacobs Pillow to see the “Dance Theater of Harlem.”
We welcomed thirty Israeli-Jews and Israeli-Palestinian campers and staff from the program, “Through Others Eyes.” Both
of our CIT groups were able to engage with our guests and enjoy both learning about their new friends as well as sharing
their own experiences. It was a truly successful gathering and one that we are all hoping will continue yearly.
As you know, we are more than a summer camp! During the year we have Shule, Uncor, Board Retreats, Benefit weekends,
theater events, etc. Our Board and our staff work very hard to make sure that camp functions in the very best way possible.
I want to say a special thank you to Mike Salop, Ileana Font-Soloway, Cindy True, Dennis Cormier, Ira Coleman Palansky,
and Bucky Phillips. We are an outstanding team and it is a great pleasure to work with each of you.
Cindy Zingher

Babies, Books, and
All Kinds of Naches
Babies
Jonah Sebastian Coe, was born on
October 25, 2013 to parents Lesley
(Bender) Coe and Deran Coe. He is
well loved and spoiled by his big sister
Sinclaire. He is also very excited
about his very first cousin Brady
Hudson Bender, born June 25, 2014
to parents Matthew Bender and
Kristin Styker Bender.

born December 5th 2013.

Stephanie (Brenner) Shively, Tim Shively,
and Reece William Shively

Primo Ernest Jennings-Salop was
born on February 3, 2014. Don't
remember what that day was like? Oh,
it was just one of those days
accompanied by horrible blizzards last
winter.

Jonah Sebastian Coe

Stephanie & Tim Shively announce
the arrival of another future
Kinderland camper from the Brenner
clan. Reece William Shively was

as a great accomplice to my
mission. Thanks for all the good
times and advice, Maddy!

Mike Salop and I were able to bring
Primo to Kinderland this summer
which was a wonderful experience had
by all. Probably the best moment of
his life so far was when the CIT
extraordinaire, Rosa Burke, allowed
him to play with her hair. He is still
talking about it. As for me, I've always
wanted an excuse to spend more time
with Maddy Simon, and Primo served
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Raquel Jennings holding Primo Ernest
Jennings-Salop at Camp Kinderland

Layla Susannah Shneyer Kaufman
was born on February 8, 2014 at
home. Both Layla and her brother,
Jaron (2.5), can't wait to go to Camp
Kinderland!

Right: Layla
Susannah
Shneyer
Kaufman and
brother,
Jaron

Congratulations to parents Maranda
Kosten and Timo Wibisono, as well as
big brother Tal Mateo (5.5 yo.) on the
birth of their daughter, Jonah Belén
Wibisono, who was born on March
23, 2014.

Jonah Belén Wibisono and brother Tal

Congratulations to parents Jen Gilbert
and Shawn Jenkins on the birth of
Jackson Arthur Jenkins, who was
born on May 21, 2014, 8 lbs. 9 oz.
with a full head of hair. Big sister
Maya is loving every second of having
a baby brother.

Unrecorded and unremembered, the
past doesn’t even become history.
From nearly the beginning of
recorded history Jews have
remembered and carried their story
from generation to generation. Their
story includes great sadness and great
happiness, great accomplishments and
great failures. There were times that
Jews treated other peoples badly, and
many times when Jews were treated
horribly by other peoples. There are
ways in which Jews cared for each
other and ways in which they were
unfair to each other. […] The Jewish
story is also one that has affected the
whole human story. Jewish history is
dramatic and Jews have added drama
to world history. Jews are veterans of
history because they carry all this with
them. […] If you think the Jewish
story is your story, if you want it to be
your story, if you want to help
continue that story, then you are a
member of the Jewish people.
Assimilation, blending in with the non
-Jewish population, just requires
forgetting. Being Jewish requires
remembering.

Jackson Arthur Jenkins and sister Maya

Books
Written for young adults, The
Veterans of History is a compelling
narrative of Jewish history, from
Biblical times to the present day. It
provides the historical basis for an
exploration of Jewish identity rooted
in Jewish cultural literacy and
traditions of social justice.
Excerpt from the Prologue
The historian Simon Dubnow called
Jews “the veterans of history.” […]
Veterans of history have long
experience of history. For that you
must record history and remember it.

Release Date: April 2, 2014 • 336 pp. •
ISBN: 978-0-615-95734-0 • $19.95 •
photographs, maps / Publisher: Boston Workmen’s Circle Center for Jewish Culture & Social Justice / Contact:
Dorothee Rozenberg • veteransofhistory@gmail.com • 617-642-6501
Available from amazon.com. Bulk
discounts available for schools.

Invisible Colored White: Being
White in a Black World
By Richard Rizzo

In this memoir, Richard (Richie Perry)
Rizzo describes moving from his
Jewish/Italian-American
neighborhood to Harlem in 1949. His
mother had married a black
Communist, and from the age of nine
well into adulthood he shuttled back
and forth between white and black
worlds. He survived in these
segregated worlds by becoming a
chameleon. Among other topics, he
describes being a camper at
Kinderland, Paul Robeson visiting his
family, and his involvement in the civil
rights and anti-war movements. Then,
as America changed, he began to
discover who he was. His unique experience illuminates the nature of
ethnic and racial identity.
(ISBN: 978-1499312317) paper
$12.99, Kindle $3.99.
To order: Go to Amazon.com/books.
Then search: Richard Rizzo

The Veterans of History

A Young Person’s History of the Jews
By Mitchell Silver

care ethics, Jewish secularism, and
Middle East politics. He was born in
New York City, and lives with his wife
in Newton, Massachusetts, where he
raised his family.

About the Author
Mitchell Silver was educational
director of the I.L. Peretz School of
the Boston Workmen's Circle from
1992-2009 and cultural director of
Camp Kinderland from 1989-2006,
and has taught philosophy at the
University of Massachusetts/Boston
since 1982. He is the author of A
Plausible God (2006) and Respecting
the Wicked Child: A Philosophy of
Secular Jewish Identity and Education
(1998). Silver writes and speaks
regularly on issues relating to health
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Hope Into Practice

By Penny Rosenwasser

Steve Gardner (1942 - 2013),
Kinderland Class of 1957

“Thank you” is what I thought I was
supposed to say when told that I didn’t “look Jewish.”

razor sharp mind, acerbic wit,
charming sense of humor, he engaged
so many in riveting conversation.
Steve was a vivid personality, such a
good communicator of his various
passions, and such a big-hearted,
compassionate person. He will be a
dearly missed father, brother, cousin,
nephew, and friend to so many.

Steve Gardner passed away peacefully
on the evening of October 25th in
Bloomington, Indiana surrounded by
family. He was born in Philadelphia to
What will make it irresistible for
Alice Hodes and Benjamin Gardner,
Jewish women to free ourselves of
and raised in Brooklyn, where he
internalized anti-Semitism, expanding enjoyed the delights of his
our sense of possibility? Hope into
Steve is survived by his daughter,
grandparents’ candy store and learned
Practice responds with a rare blend of to play chess with his grandfather. In
Naima Gardner, sisters Susan C.J.
healing stories, fascinating history, and 1953 Steve moved to Los Angeles with Berkman (and brother in law Donald
a fairminded perspective on IsraelBerkman) and Cynthia Josephs and
his mother and stepfather, Fred
Palestine–asking us to love ourselves
brother David Josephs, nephew DanJosephs, in an epic cross-country road
enough to face our fears without
iel Berkman and his wife, Kiana, great
trip. Another pivotal event in his life
acting on them. Anchored in Jewish
nieces Isabella and Victoria Berkman,
occurred in the 1950s; the World
ethical tradition and community, it’s
Champion Brooklyn Dodgers left New his aunts Lillian Hodes Schwartz and
an activist’s call to repair the
Beverley Hodes, and many cousins.
York in 1958 and “followed him” (as
world.AND it includes an actionhe always claimed) to LA. It was at this
oriented Reader’s Guide, for groups
defining moment that young Steve
or individuals!
abandoned his allegiance to Bobby
Learn more at pennyrosenwasser.com Thompson and the New York Giants
Order here: http://www.akpress.org/ and became a lifelong Los Angeles
Dodgers fan.
hope-into-practice.html or go to
Amazon.com and search “Hope into
He graduated from Fairfax High
Practice”
School, where he distinguished himself
as an intellectually formidable guy. In
the 60's he lived in Chicago and studied
music at Roosevelt University, then on
to New York, where the intensity of his
music and literary talents found an
audience in the jazz and poetry scene.
Steve’s keen intellect and deep
commitment to the life of the mind
Steve Gardener at Camp Kinderland, 1949
blossomed as he found his place in
Bloomington, where he called home
for more than 35 years. There he found Fran Zingher, 92, passed away
peacefully on August 14, 2014. Born
opportunities to express his deep
passion for music, poetry, performance, in Kansas City, she was the loving
parenthood and community life, a place mother of Gary, Rick and Cindy. She
was the proud grandmother of Miguel
where Steve came to enjoy peace,
and Ariana Gonzalez and Josh and
creativity and companionship. It was
From Ann and Al Wasserman:
Katie Zingher. She worked at
also in Bloomington where he found a
Twin grandsons graduated Yale in
Marshalls Department Store and lived
spiritual home in Buddhism, a practice
May; Paul received a Fulbright to
in her own
that brought him peace and tranquility
teach English in Samara, Russia
apartment
in his life and guided him through the
starting in September and
until shortly
Isaac (C00s, S00s) is attending Yale in journey of death.
before her
the Fall for his Masters in Public
death. She
Health, working part-time as an EMT, Steve was an accomplished musician,
will be
poet,
teacher
and
baseball
aficionado.
volunteering for Doctors Without
greatly
He
was
immersed
in
the
arts
world,
and
Borders and then on to Mt. Sinai
missed by
he
brought
together
his
interest
in
Medical School next year.
her family
music
and
literature
in
myriad
creative
Granddaughter Claire (C90s) married
and friends.
forms,
which
in
turn
brought
together
Eric Holstein on May 24, 2014.
many
of
the
artists
in
Bloomington.
He
Son Steve (C60s) teaching a Fall
was passionate about ideas; with his
course at NYU on The '60's."

Naches
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Rima Rothman Glaser, a long-time
Kinderland camper and counselor,
died in New York on March 9th,
2014. Together with her husband
Dave Glaser, Rima founded and successfully operated Trywoodie Camp
for many years. Rima is survived by
her son Jed, grandsons Joseph, Gabriel and Leon, her sister-in-law Mildred
(Tootsie) Glaser Levy, and four greatgrandchildren.
Rima’s niece Efrat Levy, sends this
remembrance of Rima:
“Most of you will remember Rima for
her art skills and dancing, but as her
niece, I have many other memories.
One of my favorite memories now
was definitely not a favorite occasion
when it happened. One summer, I
went swimming a LOT, even most
days for early bird swims. I had very
long hair, which my counselors did
not usually care to help me take care
of. At the end of the summer, my hair
was a complete and total MESS! My
mother, Mildred Levy, made a brief
attempt to untangle it but gave up
quickly, probably because I reacted
like a good obnoxious pre-teen would
know well how to do. Rima took on
the task and spent hours and hours
working on my hair, talking to me the
entire time and keeping me calm and
sitting still. I will remember her gentleness and patience, in this personal gift
to me and in so many others things. I
loved her very much.”

I
N

Clockwise from top left: Scott “Bucky” Phillips, Dennis Cormier, Jeffrey Phillips,
Cindy True, Aviva Cormier

The Kinderland Community mourns the loss of a special member of the
Kinderland family, Jeffrey Phillips, who passed away on December 2, 2013.
Jeff was on the maintenance staff at Camp Kinderland starting in 2000 until this
past summer. He worked hard to make sure that the Kinderland camp ground
was secure, clean, and beautiful for our campers for more than a decade. He
also enjoyed fishing and was an advocate of getting children involved in ice fishing, and helped to organize many local tournaments. He loved sports and football, a Patriots and Red Sox fan, and enjoyed playing Cribbage and Scat. Camp
Kinderland sends its deepest condolences to Jeff’s family. He is survived by two
sisters and four brothers, one of which is Scott “Bucky” Phillips, another long
time maintenance staff member at Camp Kinderland.

Remembering Lyber Katz, by Mike Katz
My father Lyber Katz was a brilliant thinker, a caring parent, warm and loving, and a man who would help us in all
kinds of ways but who would never lose a game he played with us if he could help it! I have been privileged to have him
as my dad. And to work with him as a colleague fighting for a vision of a shenere un a besere velt, A more beautiful and
better world.
Born in New York on 9/21/1921 to communist parents Moishe and Esther Katz who considered it bourgeois to get
married, and raised in Moscow through his mid-teens. Lyber Katz always had a unique perspective on life and a firm
commitment to building a better world. He attended Kinderland when he returned to America and spent summers as a
camper, counselor, baker’s assistant, and busboy in Lakeland (the adult resort next to camp in NY). He went to the
Ordn Mitlshul in Manhattan where his teachers included Itche Goldberg and P. Korn.
Lyber met his wife Elaine Benewitz when he was a soldier taking graduate engineering training at Ohio State University
during World War II before being assigned to an engineering battalion. His ship was heading to Japan in August 1945
with a mission to prepare the beaches for the Allied invasion of Japan. The atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki while he was at sea, Japan surrendered, and the invasion was called off. Although the bombs probably
saved his life, Katz remained firmly against the use of atomic bombs.
Continued on Page 6
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Elaine and Lyber became active in the Jewish Young
Fraternalists of the International Workers Order after they
were married in 1947. Lyber was one of the Editors of their
magazine, the Jewish Youth Builder. Many friends from
mitlshul and camp were involved with them as well.
In 1961 Lyber and Elaine decided they wanted Mira and me
to go to summer camp and happily chose Kinderland when
Elaine was offered a group leader position. So Lyber worked
in the City and came up weekends to be with Elaine. But
Lyber could not sit still when there was work to do, so he
spent most of the weekends as a volunteer maintenance
worker working on the needs of Kinderland. He worked on
everything from figuring out Ned Carmen’s plumbing
puzzles to rewiring bunks or rebuilding the wall and steps at
the Kinderland waterfront.
In the late 1960's Lyber was asked to join the Board of
Kinderland/Lakeland to represent the "Youth" of
Kinderland and remained on the Board until just a few years
ago when he and Elaine moved to Boston. In the early
1970s, the Board was considering the unthinkable and
considering selling the property and leaving Sylvan Lake. In
typical fashion, Lyber soon became the Chair of the Search
Committee figuring out what camp needed in a property and
what it could find in the Northeast. Lyber and the committee
drove thousands of miles and found 3 temporary camp sites
(in Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and a site in the Adirondacks
that we didn’t use). Finally they found Tolland and we found
our home.
But Lyber was not finished. After he retired, Camp needed a
Manager, and Lyber stepped up to do that and worked with

Dennis Cormier and the Board to start the rebuilding of
the facility. For many years, he laid out and wrote many
of the Kinderland newsletters and was the IT man
behind the annual Phonathon until he left NY.
Lyber also joined the Editorial Board of Jewish Currents
after retirement and penned a regular column as well. He
was asked to join me on The National Executive Board
of the Workmen’s Circle and as was typical threw
himself into the work of rebuilding it into a strong
Progressive Secular Jewish Cultural Organization.
Lyber’s children and grandchildren wanted to know
more about his father’s writings, so Lyber wrote and
eventually published an English translation of Moishe’s
Yiddish memoir of his revolutionary work in 1905, The
Generation That Lost Its Fear, which was written to
buoy the spirits of the left suffering under McCarthyism
in the 1950s.
Lyber and Elaine moved to Boston just over 2 years ago
to be closer to family, and once again Lyber became a
force, this time in the Boston Workmen’s Circle and as
newsletter editor and publisher for his Senior Living
Community.
Katz leaves his wife of 66 years, Elaine, two children,
five grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and many
generations of campers at Camp Kinderland and readers
of Jewish Currents. He led a full life passing away just
weeks before his 93rd birthday. We will celebrate his life
with Memorials in both Boston and New York later this
year. Donations can be made in his memory to campkinderland.org, jewishcurrents.org, or circleboston.org.

Loving Words and Memories of Lyber Katz from the Kinderland Community
To Mike Katz:
Even though we knew that your dad had only a short time remaining, his passing
still comes with a rush of sadness. Lyber is gone.
I have been connected with your family since you were six years old. You were my
camper, your mom was my group leader, and, for close to forty years, your dad and
I worked to keep Camp alive.
Lyber was what I like to call one of the “good ones”. He never hesitated to take on
a task. I always knew that when he said he would do it, it would get done in a thorough and competent manner. He never did anything for recognition or glory. He
did it because it was the right thing to do.
He was a productive presence on Camp’s board. I don’t remember him ever missing a meeting. He would listen, he was
thoughtful, and he remained calm and clear during the most tumultuous times. He was respected by all.
I will miss our conversations about his work, as we shared engineering degrees. I will miss our conversations about his
travels with your mom. I will miss his love and energy for Camp. I will miss the times we talked about Yiddish in Yiddish. I will miss the things we laughed about together.
He was a gentle man with a powerful presence. I learned a lot from your dad and he will forever be a part of me.
—Billy Rothberg
I have wonderful memories of Lyber as well as a profound respect for his intellect and world view. My condolences to
the entire family and especially to Elaine.
—Matt Weinstein
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I have lovely memories of Lyber and
my folks were great admirers. My
sympathy to the family.
—Aviva Blaichman
Thinking of Lyber's sweet smile. My
condolences to Elaine, Mira, Michael
and their families.
—Nina Sokol
Mike and family, condolences for your
loss, I daresay tempered by gratitude
for the life gifts you shared and
exchanged.
—Buddy Gottlieb
My condolences to the family. Michael
and Mira were my campers and Elaine
and I were group leaders together.
When I moved to California my
interactions with the family were
infrequent, but as I kept up with the
news about Kinderland and Jewish
Currents, I always noticed that Lyber
was always a part of that group who
selflessly devoted their time to keep
things . An engineer stuffing
envelopes. A true working class
intellectual. The best story that I heard
from him took place one night in the
canteen of the new camp. He told me
of the time when he was on an
engineering project in Israel with two
other engineers, one was Israeli and
spoke Hebrew and Yiddish. The other
was Russian, and spoke Russian and

Yiddish. Lyber could speak English,
Russian and Yiddish. The only
language they had in common was
Yiddish and they had to make up new
words in Yiddish to describe some of
the parts of this quite complicated
project. The conversation ended
before I could get Lyber to try and
remember those words. I always
meant to follow up that conversation.
—Gerry Tenney
Hard to believe Lyber is gone....he was
a giant in our lives, albeit a quiet,
modest giant. He never turned down a
request for help from me; never lost
patience with any technology, or for
that matter, any person who had
malfunctioned! We spent many many
hours preparing mailings (when
people still sent mail) and sat before
the computer together, sometimes all
day, fine-tuning data bases, composing
address lists, and creating newsletters.
I had the softest spot in my heart for
him and was sad when Lyber and
Elaine left their beloved Tibbett
Avenue--though as always, they faced
their move together in the spirit of just
one more adventure… I feel like I
have lost a dear, kind uncle.
—Alice Shechter
I am so very very shocked and sad to
know we have lost Lyber, lost his
calming and supportive presence. He
was such a stalwart, such a kemfer,
and such a warm, decent and genuine
mentsh -- truly a member of the
greatest generation. In so many ways
7

his life typified the values we strive
to hold onto.
I know he was a devoted, loving
and supportive father and
grandfather, but his devotion and
support radiated out from his
family to include so many others.
He treated people with both
patience and kindness; I never saw
him out of humor with anyone,
and I swear I cannot remember
ever seeing him angry -- except at
some of the ills that plague our
world (and even then, rarely). He
treated others with respect, even if
their opinions differed from his -and he had some strong opinions,
to which he held firmly. He was
one of the handful of people most
responsible for keeping camp alive
and conscious of its history and
heritage.. He was probably one of
the most hard-working, reliable
and responsible people I've ever
known; we always knew that if
Lyber undertook something -- and
he undertook myriad tasks -- it
would be done thoroughly, well
and on time. I also knew, always,
that even when I disagreed with
him, I was arguing with a man of
great integrity. Lyber was so
much there, so large and important
a presence, that his absence is
inconceivable. We will miss him
terribly.
My condolences to the entire Katz
mishpokhe.
—Judee Rosenbaum
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Camp Kinderland (founded 1923), Then and Now
By Steve Wasserman
(Photos courtesy of Dave Rendell and Ben Itzkowitz)

"Good morning everybody/Get up for exercise/You need a
healthy body/To fight the parasites." The parasites referred
to were fascists, capitalists, and revisionists--and the sleepy
young socialists from the Bronx who stumbled out of bed to
begin their morning jumping jacks to sing this imperishable
verse to greet the day, were all summer campers at a
remarkable secular Jewish camp in upstate New York called
Kinderland, founded in 1923. It's been 35 years since I last
attended a reunion of the camp. Today, along with my
octogenarian parents, who flew in from Berkeley, my sister
and two of her daughters, and my own youngest daughter, all
alumni of the camp, I attended the 90th anniversary
celebration, held at Julia Richman High School in
Manhattan.

Some survivors still remember the scandal that was caused
when one of the Kinderland counselors went to work for
the rival camp. (He was promptly dubbed a traitor and a
revisionist.) The rivalry heightened when Workmen's Circle
campers raided Kinderland and hoisted a red flag above the
canteen because they used "Communist" (Red Circle brand)
syrup in the soda fountain. Ideological animosity, however,
did not prevent the camps from sharing rescue equipment.
Founded by radical Jewish garment-industry workers in
1923, Kinderland was more than a country refuge from the
cramped conditions of tenement life; it was, above all else, a
place for the preservation and perpetuation of the socialist
ideals that were so much a part of Jewish life in the
sweatshops and factories of New York.
At Kinderland the sons and daughters of Jewish workers

Greeting each other with affectionate embraces and kisses,
former Kinderland campers--hardly a shy group--eagerly
engaged one another in rapid-fire conversation. The crowd
grew until it appeared that at least a thousand people, from
near and far, had made the trek.

What brought them together was not only nostalgia for a
shared past but also a certain loyalty to the ideals of
Yiddishkeit--that special brand of Jewish humanism and
intellectual passion--and to the radical political commitment
that was the secular faith of their Eastern European
immigrant parents. The reunion was a celebration of the rich
culture and values that their parents had instilled in them
through a once-flourishing network of Yiddish choruses,
reading circles, orchestras, dramatic societies, and summer
camps.

were protected from the notion that their parents' world of
ideological squabbling was peculiar or that their parents'
ideas were taboo. The camp offered an opportunity for
fishing, swimming, hiking--the usual summer fare--but it was
also a place where campers declared a hunger strike to
protest the execution of Sacco and Vanzetti, where cabins
were named after heroes such as Paul Robeson, and where
sports teams were divided between "Communist" and
"Fascist." (Of course, no one ever wanted to be on the
"Fascist" team and 1936 was the only year that anyone can
remember the "Fascists" winning.) At Kinderland, it was not
at all unusual for budding 13- and 14-year-old Marxists to
stay up half the night discussing sex and Stalinism (after
Krushchev's speech at the 20th Party Congress in 1956) and
acceptable standards of moral behavior.

Some camps, presumably in an effort to combat
The many summer camps mirrored the political persuasions
homesickness among their young charges, try to supply
of the Jewish labor movement, which was divided into Labor campers with all the comforts of home: hot showers, soft
-Zionists, social-democrats, socialists, and Communists.
mattresses, heated swimming pools. Kinderland was and
Kinderland, sponsored by the Jewish People's Fraternal
remains different. Kinderland's campsite was purchased with
Order, a part of the International Workers Order, was the
the savings of Jewish garment workers. Its price tag of
most popular--and most left-wing--of the half-dozen or so
$45,000 in 1923 represented some five million hems sewed.
such retreats located at Hopewell Junction, on the shores of
There was little money left over to construct an elaborate
Sylvan Lake. Kinderlanders were warned of the "enemies" at
camp.
the Workmen's Circle camp, located on the opposite shore.
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Always a slapdash affair, the camp had crumbling
washrooms, rickety cabins, a wobbly dock that stretched out
into Sylvan Lake (in 1971, rising property taxes forced the
camp to relocate; it is now in Tolland, Massachusetts), an
overgrown sports field that had been a cow pasture, an enormous social hall, dining room, and a library stocked with all
the Yiddish classics. Compositions and poems written in
Yiddish by the campers were regularly posted on bulletin
boards hanging on the sides of each ramshackle bungalow.

'shule' [Yiddish secular school] and about May Day." For
most of the camp's alumni, the reunion was an occasion to
relive the camaraderie of an experience that deeply marked
their lives, a chance to remember the byzantine world of left
-wing politics in the hothouse of New York City during the
1920s, '30s, and '40s. "How nice it was to learn the
Internationale in Yiddish and feel part of a worldwide
'family' when I marched singing with clenched fist raised
into the dining room," Holtzman recalled.

During their stay at the camp (usually between two and 10
weeks, depending on how much parents could afford--I
went, for example, at age ten for just 14 days in 1962; my
parents had worked as counselors in the 1940s),
Kinderlanders would attend Yiddish language classes,
participate in dances and dramas in the manner of social
realism, and gather around campfires at night to sing Yiddish
working-class songs whose haunting melodies would drift
across the lake. On Sundays, visiting parents would watch as
their children, dressed in neatly pressed white uniforms and
wearing red bandanas around their necks, paraded before
them. Especially conscientious campers were awarded
banners for marching and cleaning, and if they were talented
enough, were chosen to participate in the camp's elite drum
and bugle corps.

The close personal ties Kinderlanders share is something
most outsiders find remarkable. Even those who attended
the camp for only a few weeks, as I did, feel an extremely
strong bond with fellow former campers. Lifelong
friendships took root; and many marriages were made at the
camp, as was the case with my own parents. Richard Flacks,
now emeritus professor of sociology at the University of
California at Santa Barbara and a founder of SDS, met his
wife, Mickey Hartman, when he was a Kinderland counselor
in the mid-'50s. "It was a great place for rapid intimacy," he
said with a smile. "The test was if you kept seeing each other
in the city when one lived in Brooklyn and the other lived in
the Bronx."

Of course, not everyone who went to Kinderland did so to
receive a political education or, as its critics charged, an
indoctrination. One former camper remembers getting a job
as a nightwatchman in order to seduce a young girl he had
had his eye on back in the Bronx. She thwarted his designs
by going to the Workman's Circle camp.
Kinderlanders were a contentious lot, always questioning
authority. Each summer the camp's waiters and busboys
threatened to strike for higher wages. Finally it came. At a
general meeting in the dining hall the camp's management
granted a pay increase of fifty percent--from six dollars to
nine dollars a summer. However, the director immediately
announced that all salary increases would be donated to the
Yiddish school-fund drive.
Harriet Holtzman, who first attended Camp Kinderland in
1938 at the age of eight and returned every summer for many
years, recalled Kinderland as "a place where I had no fear of
discussing politics, where my friends understood about

While interest in Kinderland remains high among former
campers, many of whose children and grandchildren now
attend the camp, both the Communist movement and the
Yiddish milieu which gave rise to Kinderland no longer
exist. The Hitler-Stalin Pact of 1939, the revelations of
Stalin's crimes, the Soviet invasions of Hungary and
Czechoslovakia, and the persistence of anti-Semitism in
Lenin's homeland spawned disillusionment within the radical movements that had nurtured and sustained Kinderland
in its heyday. McCarthyism also took its toll on leftist
activism. But the desire to organize on behalf of workers'
rights, to fight racism, to enfranchise women, to end war,
gave rise in the 1960s, and down the decades since, to a
plethora of causes, from the civil-rights movement to the
protests to end the Vietnam War, all of which gave
Kinderland a new vigor. Then came the effort to end
apartheid, the wars in Central America, the struggle for gay
rights, and, more recently, Occupy Wall Street, among other
issues. Kinderlanders have thrown themselves into the heart
of these struggles.
Most Kinderlanders refuse to accept the idea that a lack of
proficiency in Yiddish necessarily means the weakening of
the spirit of yiddishkeit. Nor do they believe that the increasing affluence and rapid upward mobility of many Jews
must necessarily mean a weakening of the radical ideals that
were so much a part of their youth. Joe Dorinson, a
Kinderlander of the '50s, insisted that most campers have
remained true to the essential beliefs of their parents.
"Though we have deviated, we embody certain core values,"
he said. "Social justice, enduring friendships, compassion,
commitment, community, elemental decency inform our
lives; they inspire our actions. Even as we became doctors,
lawyers, professors, teachers, writers, and, pardon the expression, businessmen, we could never forget."
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Celebrating Camp Kinderland’s 90th Year
By Ileana Font-Soloway
When we think back on the ninety years of history that is Camp Kinderland’s
foundation, many things come to mind. Back in the 1920s, Kinderland was started
as a summer getaway by secular Jewish families with progressive politics and an
interest in providing a safe haven outside the bustle of New York City’s tenements
for people of all backgrounds. Social justice activism, labor organizing, and equal
opportunity access were always at the core of the programming and activities at
Kinderland. Today, the world is a profoundly different place, but the mission and
values that were essential to the founding Kinderlanders are still strong, and
despite political opposition and economic hardships, Camp Kinderland is thriving.
This year, Kinderland’s 90th year of operation, was a very special milestone for us
and we celebrated with more than 500 Kinderland alumni, parents, staff, and
campers on May 4, 2014 in New York City at Julia Richman High School.
The 90th Anniversary celebration was full of schmoozing, eating, hugging, and
reminiscing. Dan Brenner created From Generation to Generation: 90 Years of
Kinderland, an hour-long historical film of oral histories, CIT play clips, and photos
from our past 90 years. Several hundred people watched the film on the big screen
during the event. We put on a fabulous play that was written, directed, and
performed by Kinderland campers and alumni. Ora Gladstone and Maddy Simon
directed an inter-generational choral production. And a special performance by
The Work O’ the Weavers tied it all together.
Everyone enjoyed delicious food prepared by Deb Barall, a camp parent who owns
Deb’s Catering. Many participated in the Silent Auction, featuring jewelry, artwork,
cabin getaways, show tickets, and much more, which raised funds for Kinderland’s
camper scholarship program. And everyone went home with a commemorative
journal containing memorable stories, photos, letters, articles, and ads from our
community members, as well as a Kinderland totebag, pen, and limited edition
notepad. We sold lots of new merchandise, which is now on sale in the camp Store
on our website. Explore the photos on our website.
All in all, it was certainly a memorable experience, and one that took months of
preparation and planning. The event would not have been a success without the
following sponsors:
Peter Bernstein and Sarah Cox
Edward Blank
Barry and Judy Fireman
Lourdes Font and Bruce Soloway
Alan and Anne Friedman
Douglas Gause
Kate Itzkowitz and Andrew Pagano
Steve and Erica Itzkowitz
Seymour Lipschutz

Eleanor Lubin
Paula Marcus and Steven Safyer
Phyllis Ravinett
William Rothberg and Gail Miller
Alice Shechter
Judi and Michael Silverstein
Peter Smith and Patricia O’Neill
Freda Steinberger

Or the following committee members, staff, and volunteers:
Judee Rosenbaum
Alice Shechter
William Rothberg
Gail Miller
Rachel Wyatt
Maddy Simon
Daniel Brenner
Kefah Crowley-Spreitzer
Erica Itzkowitz
Sally and Victor Klig

Jo Ann Douglas
Adrian Partridge
Randi Itzkowitz
Cindy Zingher
Ileana Font-Soloway
Michael Salop
Dennis Cormier
Cindy True
David Rendell
Michael Parker

Lourdes Font
Helene Potash
Ken Mort
Nick Jahr
Zachary Itzkowitz
Libby Koba
Natalie Novak
Laura Fortinsky
Paula Dorinson
Joanna Klonsky
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Rachel Birch
Laura Shmishkiss
Rachel Oyama
Jenna Dabney
Fiona KorwinRon Gluck
Pawlowski
Nick Wolf
Alice Rymer-Zung
Maureen Garner-Ritter Plus all of our amazing
Ted Reich
actors, singers, and silent
Gloria Smith
auction item donors!
Val Coleman-Palansky
Lucy Rubin
THANK YOU!

1960s CIT Reunion
By Jeff Bernstein, Randi Itzkowitz, Steve Itzkowitz, and Bobby Smith
On the evening prior to Camp’s Gala 90th Anniversary Celebration, May 3, 2014, the 1966-69 CIT groups had a pre-reunion
reunion at the Davis Auditorium at Mount Sinai Hospital in NYC. We intentionally piggy-backed these two events in order
to encourage attendance at both events, as well as to enable the 1960s decade to have some separate and more intimate time
together …..and wow, was it successful!! About 100 people gathered to hug, kiss, schmooze, sing, dance, look at old photos,
eat (Nu, vu den?) and share ideas about how this group could support camp in the future. People came from across the world
and across the country….Netherlands, Canada, California, Florida, Georgia, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado….some people
we had not seen in over 40 years!
For the first few hours, you could only hear “OMG!”, “I can’t believe it!”, “You look exactly the same!”, “It’s been too
long!”, “Weren’t you Tzeitel in Fiddler?”, etc. The hours flew by. The food was great. Smiles and laughter could be seen and
heard all night. In addition to all the catching up, we gathered as an entire group to hear about the status of Camp today, to
sing with Maddy and Ira and to brainstorm ideas of how our decade could spearhead some initiatives to support Camp in the
future. People took home copies of Edith Segal’s book “Be My Friend” and were able to enjoy the next morning’s cup of
coffee in a special “1960s CIT Reunion” mug. We also made a generous donation to camp with left-over funds from the
event.
To continue the momentum and energy of that night, we are planning to have a series of mini-reunions and events throughout the year. Hopefully we can get things rolling on the East AND West coasts. Anyone who would like to attend should
make sure they are on our email list by contacting Jeff Bernstein at citreunion@gmail.com.
Kudos to the 1960s CIT Reunion Committee for their super job!

Jalopy
By Gerry Tenney
The benefit concerts for Camp Kinderland at the Jalopy
Theatre were a great success. The first was the East May
Day Concert with Gerry Tenney and The Hard Times
Orchestra, which took place on Thursday, May 1, 2014. On
Friday, May 2, Gerry Tenney hosted the Camp Kinderland
Hootenanny Benefit, featuring Lauren Brody, Peter Brown,
Marty Cutler Ronnie Gluck (a wonderful surprise), Woody
Mann , Joel Itzkowitz, and his ainikel, Tim Kapeluck , Kenny Kosek, and Noah, Leslie and Rob Tenney.
Many thanks to all the musicians who participated in this
event, and to all the Kinderlanders who came out to support and enjoy the music. $300.00 was raised for camp. It
was great seeing everyone who came to the wilds of Red
Hook to make this event happen. Perhaps this can be a
yearly event!

Camp Kinderland Alumni Blues Band. Only together for one song,
Robert Johnson’s “Love In Vain”
From left to right; Red Jeff, Mann the Man, Blues Boy Gershn,
Harmonica Yussel, and Bro Bobby Buck Biggs on Bass
Photo By Leslie Tenney, Fancy Shmacied by Gerry
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Seeger Summer
By Julia Rosenblatt

The Olympic teams this year represented another four artists
that we can all learn from; writer Simone de Beauvoir, singer
Harry Belafonte, theater practitioner Augusto Boal and
visual artist Keith Haring. It was a three-day celebration of
creative activism and the campers seemed to enjoy the
accessibility of the theme.

“Sailing down my dirty stream
Still I love it and I'll keep the dream
That some day, though maybe not this year
My Hudson River will once again run clear."
- Pete Seeger
These were the words campers sang on July 4th at our Pete
Seeger Commemoration this summer. It seemed fitting to
spend Independence Day celebrating Seeger’s life and work.
It was a great start to the summer’s theme: Artists Activists Remembering Pete Seeger. The group that sang, “My Dirty
Stream,” explained to the rest of camp that Seeger achieved
his dream of cleaning up the Hudson River. He made it
happen through years of hard work and organizing. He made
it happen through song.

I was particularly excited about the Augusto Boal
team. Boal is the founder and father of Theater of the
Oppressed and he is the single greatest inspiration for my
own artwork. He believed that theater “can be a means for
transforming society. It can help us build our future, rather
than just waiting for it.” This summer’s theme made it clear
that all forms of art are means for reflection, connection and
most importantly, action. No one knew this better than Pete
Seeger. May he rest in power.

In some ways this summer’s cultural theme could be seen as
redundant. After all, every year we sing, dance, dramatize,
paint and write about our dreams of a more equitable world.
And every year we learn about artist activists when we learn
about bunk names such as Pablo Neruda, Joe Hill, Paul
Robeson and Emma Lazarus. But this year, campers were
able to examine not just the artists but the role that art plays
in activism and social justice work. In a country that places
less and less value on the arts with every passing year, it is
important to show campers the power that they wield when
they embrace their creativity. It felt good to teach them that
Pete Seeger, and the many artists that have gone before him,
were dedicated to reaching people’s hearts even more than
their minds.
2014 Camp Kinderland Peace Olympics
By Judee Rosenbaum
This summer, we designed the Peace Olympics to illustrate this year’s cultural theme: Artist-activists: Honoring Pete Seeger. Our teams were named for four artists who not only used different genres to express their activism, but also carried
that activism beyond their artistic work. They have all spent their lives in struggles for working people, for peace, for women’s rights, for human rights, and in anti-racist and anti-colonialist work. In the words of artist-activist Ruby Dee, “We used
the arts as part of our struggle.” All have received world-wide recognition for their creative work.
Each team focused on one artist, exploring both the medium in which (s)he created and the issues that inspired each one’s
activism. The artists are: Harry Belafonte, August Boal, Simone de Beauvoir and Keith Haring. Through learning
about the lives and works of these artists, we honored the life and work of Pete Seeger.
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE CHEER
Down de way when Haring was gay
And de Beauvoir wrote for women’s rights
Belafonte taught us all to sway
And Boal’s theater taught how to fight
And we’re glad to say you’re on your way
Creating art for a better day
With art and song and the will to be strong
You all have the power to right the wrong
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SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR

SONGS

You want to change the power
Structures that tear us down
Like colonies and patriarchy
So stand up and make some sound
Si si simones gonna teach you
(Teach you teach you)
All about feminism
(All about feminism)
Stand yourself up and take the lead
Let’s defeat the patriarchy
Chorus
Fifty-nine cents for every man’s dollar
Fifty-nine cents it’s a low-down deal
Fifty-nine cents makes de Beauvoir holler
They give you a diploma, it’s the paycheck they steal
Simone de Beauvoir wasn’t satisfied
With flipping power to the other side
With that kind of thinking nothing’s gonna change
We have to widen our thinking range
KEITH HARING
Equality
Fighting for you and me
Talkin bout liberty
Self-sovereignty
What we can be when we’re power free
(Dance break)

It might seem crazy what I’m ‘bout to say

Simone de Beauvoir
Is the ripple of the second wave
Yes we have got the vote

Chorus:
I’m Keith Haring -- Paint along if you know that the street is my art venue
I’m Keith Haring – Paint along of you feel graffiti is the art for you
I’m Keith Haring – Paint along if you know that equality shouldn’t be new
I’m Keith Haring – paint along if you support the rights of LGBTQ

And you know that we won’t
Give up the rights we crave
Si si Simones gonna show you
(show you show you)
All about feminism
(All about feminism)
Stand yourself up and take the lead
Let’s all destroy the patriarchy

AIDS awareness wasn’t big those days
My job’s filling the negative space
I’m an artist-activist – do you know my name?

Bridge: Painting (4x) (posing)
Haring (3x)
Chorus: First 3 lines; new last line:
I’m Keith Haring – paint along if you like to see bodies move

Chorus 2x
Not rich over poor or strong over weak,
Equality is what we seek.
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HARRY BELAFONTE
[To the tune of “Jamaica Farewell”]
Down the way King had something to say
He had a dream and he shared it one day
I paid his bail when he went to jail
So he could fight for Civil Rights to stay
Chorus:
And I’m glad to say Segregation’s away
And it won’t be back for never a day
My heart is up, I’m spinning around
We have Civil rights in every town
Sounds of music everywhere
And the singing musicians play to and fro
I must declare inspiration is there
‘Cause I’ve worked with Robeson to end Jim Crow
Chorus
Down in South Africa you could hear
Separation of Blacks and whites was clear
Ackee, rice, salt, fish are nice
And the whites had the power any time of year
Chorus: [New first line:
And I’m glad to say apartheid’s away…etc.
AUGUSTO BOAL
“Join the Stage With Me”
Guess it’s true I’m not good at a one man show,
Need all you spectactors to lend a hand
The show doesn’t need to go to plan
I don’t want this to end, will you hold my hand?
(Chorus 1)
Come join the stage with me, Spectactors set the
scene
This world ain’t fair it’s clear to see
Come join the stage with me
How about just a democracy
Theyre telling us what to think and see
Deep down we know we must speak out
The oppressed we will teach how to fight with art
Chorus 1
(Bridge): Boal (4x to beat of chorus)
Chorus 2:
Come change the world with me
The stage is all we need
This is how artist should be
Spreading ways to fight peacefully

UNCOR POEM
Di Gedanken sind frei
But our paintings, our ideas, our livelihood
You can cage the singer, but not the song Will flourish
They try to silence us
So join the movement, take a stand
Try to restrain, to contain
Just two hands
But our voices will be heard.
Can paint a picture of a peaceful world
You can kill a man, but not his song!
You can cage the singer, but not the song.
We will be struck again and again,
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Kinderland Community Survey
By Laura Shmishkiss

Community Conversation
By Terry and Paul Kalb

In fall of 2013, Camp Kinderland completed the
implementation of its first Community Survey. The goal of the
survey was to learn more about how Kinderland could best
engage its community, what impact Kinderland has had on its
community, and what input the community would offer about key
issues facing Kinderland’s future. Designed and analyzed by
Kinderland’s “Community Engagement Committee,” composed
of Board and community members, the survey was distributed to
approximately 2600 individuals, of whom more than 340
responded.

We were very pleased to be a part of the community
focused "retreat" held last spring about Camp
Kinderland and the camp's future. It was evident that
a lot of thought and time had been put into the
planning for the gathering- we were assigned to
rotating and reshuffled groups with specific topics to
discuss. Discussion was often emotional and
occasionally heated- not surprising. (As the saying
goes, poll 5 Jews and get 8 opinions?) After the small
group sessions, we all met together to reflect on what
had taken place. Although there were differences in
priorities and approach, we were all united in the
common goal of helping Camp grow and thrive for
future generations despite the challenges we face.

The majority of respondents (61%) were age 50 or older, with the
highest participation within the age range of 51-60. While the
majority of respondents had engaged in the Kinderland
community over the past three years (i.e. through attending an
event outside of camp, donating money, or attending visiting day),
the greatest barrier to engagement they reported was geography.
Respondents indicated being most interested in the following
activities if Kinderland offered them: reunions; film screenings;
demonstrations/political actions; travel programs (i.e. trip to
Cuba); and speaker events/series. When asked what impact, if
any, Kinderland had on their lives, the majority of respondents
reported that Kinderland influenced their commitment to social
justice, shaped their political and progressive values and strongly
affected the development of their social and romantic
relationships. The majority of respondents also shared their belief
in the importance of Kinderland maintaining its secular, Jewish
identity, while also strengthening its commitment to be a diverse,
multicultural camp and community, within a social justice context.
The results of this survey were utilized to support Kinderland’s
“Community Conversation” in January 2014, where community
members discussed issues of Kinderland’s sustainability,
community engagement, and identity, in further detail. The
results will also be used to frame a strategic planning process that
the Board will begin this fall. Specific suggestions from the
survey have already been implemented, such as the upcoming
Kinderland trip to Cuba in February 2015. See the full results on
our website.
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Topics included Camp identity, the ever present
financial issues and sustainability, recruitment of new
campers, and how to enlarge and involve our Camp K
community circle in future decisions. Although ideas
emerged with the potential to be acted upon right
away, this "retreat" was but the beginning of an
ongoing process.
Kinderland to Cuba in 2015
By Ileana Font-Soloway
We invite you to participate in a one-week group trip
to Cuba with your fellow Kinderlanders, February 14 22, 2015. Camp Kinderland staff and volunteers are
working closely with the Center for Cuban Studies and
Marazul Charters travel agency to organize this
educational People-to-People exchange program. The
trip itinerary will include activities of interest to our
community, such as museum and historical monument
visits, and meetings and discussions with Cuban
healthcare workers, educators, and artists.
This trip marks the fifteen-year anniversary of the last
Kinderland trip to Cuba. It is important to Camp
Kinderland that we maintain a connection to Cuba – a
country that advocates for and lives many of the
values and ideals we are aligned with, and
memorializes a history with which we identify. This
trip is an opportunity for Kinderlanders to come
together to show our solidarity with Cuba’s
investment in the arts, education, public healthcare,
and food sovereignty, and its commitment to
honoring a history of socialist activism. We endeavor
to learn more about Cuba, and our own government’s
engagement with Cuba, and to raise awareness in our
communities about our cross-cultural experience upon
our return home.
You can find more information about the trip on our
website, including the application, fees, and a tentative
activity list. We hope you will join us for this special
program. We look forward to
traveling with you!

The Benefit Weekend: A Family Affair
By, Helene Potash
The benefit weekends have been really special experiences for our family. But, in talking about it with everyone, it seems the
commonalities that we had were spending a beautiful holiday weekend at Camp Kinderland together. The differences were
all due to our perspectives.
For me, spending a weekend in camp helped me to crystallize my memories of camp and also connect me to the camp my
children know and love. During the weekend, I was able to re-live some of the activities that I always loved in camp. During my years in camp in the 1970’s, my bunk spent the greatest portion of our time folk dancing. During the benefit weekend, I was finally able to folk dance for more than the 15 allotted minutes on visiting day. I was even able to learn some of
the newer dances.
But it went beyond that. The activities that were part of the weekend program, including a mini version of the Olympics, A
& C, singing the entire Kinderland repertoire and roasting marshmallows at a campfire, made it seem like I was back in
camp. But it was also the intangible aspects, like sitting with family and friends on the porch of the Morris Rosenfeld bunk,
listening to the sounds in the dining room, and meeting the other generations of Kinderlanders that really brought back it all
back.
For my younger son Ryan, he was able to roam freely around camp without needing the typical constraints that come with
city life. He was also able to sleep in the bunk where his mother and older brother had slept as campers. The first benefit
weekend we attended, he got to know what it was like being in camp. During the second one, he made friends who were in
camp with him his first summer. This was an invaluable beginning to life at camp for him.
Matthew, my older son who had already spent several summers at camp, was able to get that extra time in camp, which goes
by so quickly each summer. He was also able to practice his CIT skills, and get the feeling of being a staff member without
all of the responsibilities.
My husband Kenny was able to enjoy being immersed in Kinderland’s day to day life, having never experienced that for
himself. He was finally able to actually share in the camp experiences that the rest of the family has known first-hand.
For my mother Esse, she enjoyed spending time with her family and friends as well. She remembers going to some of the
workshops and listening and sharing ideas with other Kinderland folk. I remember watching her and her childhood friend
from camp sitting on the porch, doing the Times Crossword puzzle together, seeing how much they enjoyed each other’s
company.
In the end, it was a little different for all of us, and we are all looking forward to another weekend together this fall.
[For more information, and to register for the Benefit Weekend, happening at the Camp Kinderland campground in
Tolland, Massachusetts over Columbus Day Weekend, October 11-13, go to the Events section on the homepage of the
Kinderland website.]

KINDERLAND
YERUSHA
LEGACY
CIRCLE
If you want to ensure that Camp Kinderland will provide progressive summer programming and year-around
community events for future generations, consider becoming a member of the Kinderland Yerusha Legacy Circle by putting
Camp Kinderland in your will. Your commitment to this future gift will guarantee that Kinderland will continue to foster
independent thinking and social justice activism in children for generations. You’ll be joining an amazing group of
Kinderland alumni, among them Elaine Katz, Peter Smith, Maddy Simon, Jon Silvan, Danny Marks, Alice Shechter, Judee
Rosenbaum, and Steve and Erica Itzkowitz. These are your contemporaries: a diverse and devoted group of supporters from
across generations, dedicated in a very concrete way to the Camp Kinderland Legacy. Contact Ileana@Kinderland.org to
learn more about how you can give a Legacy gift with the same generous spirit that has kept Camp Kinderland thriving
through 90 years of making history and making a difference in the lives of thousands of children.
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A Night at the Opera
By Lourdes Font
I was off to hear about The Opera!! It was a great opportunity to spend time with my inlaws Bob and Sylvia and a wonderful way to support our beloved Camp Kinderland. I say
beloved because it certainly changed our lives. It helped to shape our daughters into the
loving, caring, politically conscious beings we hoped they would someday become. But I
digress...
So here it was the perfect opportunity to impress my in-laws especially since my husband
was unable to attend due to work demands. Needless to say I knew nothing about The
Opera and really had no major interest in learning about it. The day comes and Bob and
Sylvia must cancel due to health reasons. Oh well. I say to myself, “Why not go anyway, I
Fred Plotkin
already bought the tickets.” I know nothing about The Opera except that Madame
Butterfly has a wonderful “song” and Carmen must be a great opera because it’s about a Spanish Lady (I’m Puerto Rican so
anything Spanish sounds good to me). Well I was in for a big surprise.
Our speaker, Fred Plotkin, led me on a wonderful trip through the back stories and little known facts about operas I had
never heard of and some of which I knew very little. It was fascinating how he focused on the progressive, left-wing stories
that inspired the operas. He helped me look at opera with a totally different lens. Also his approach made me feel like he was
specifically talking to me about this wondrous world. He not only made it personal for me to enjoy but delighted in his own
humor and stories as if he was listening to all of it for the very first time himself. His own curiosity was a character in his
enchanting storytelling.
I really think that Sylvia and Bob would really enjoy this wonderful speaker if he chooses to charm us again in the future. I
certainly look forward to hearing him again and maybe taking his advice and checking out an opera for myself.
[How I Got LEFT at the Opera was a multi-media lecture and presentation put on by Fred Plotkin, Kinderland camper from
1962 to 1971, at the Cinema Arts Centre in Huntington, Long Island on March 16, 2014. The event was attended by 50
individuals, and was followed by a personal dinner with Fred Plotkin at Campari Ristorante. The event was a benefit for
Camp Kinderland.]
Interview with Sam Pitt-Stoller,
Creator of Jump Man:

A Mario Musical

IFS: What inspired you to write a
musical about the Mario Brothers?
SPS: I don't really know. The idea just
kind of popped into my head one
night. I didn't start writing it formally
until a year or two later. In my mind,
it makes sense to have a musical about
these video game characters, because
the music in the Mario Brothers games
that I played when I was growing up
was so, so good.

IFS: How long have you been working
on the show?

SPS: I'm sometimes surprised when a
person who doesn't know me likes it.

SPS: I started writing it in January of
2013. I finished a full draft of the
script and recorded demos of the
songs by that Fall, I think. Since then,
I've been changing things all the time
to make it better, and I'm still trying to
do that.

IFS: How did your experience as a
camper and staff member at Camp
Kinderland affect your work, if at all?

IFS: How was it to work with so many
friends and family members on this
show?
SPS: It was amazing. I'm used to
collaborating with many of these same
friends (many of which are
Kinderlanders) artistically with music,
so it didn't feel that new to me.
Working with my family on something
like this was brand new, and it was
really great.
IFS: Are you surprised by the response
to the show, including it's huge success
at the Fringe Festival?
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SPS: My experience at Kinderland
affects everything I do all the time. As
far as how it affected this work in
particular, it didn't at all. Just kidding,
it did. Mainly, I think the ultimate
message of the show represents
Kinderland’s values. Also, some of my
earliest comedic collaborations were
performed at Share, the greatest stage
of all. Plus, so many of the people
involved in Jump Man are Kinderland
alums.
IFS: What other projects are you
working on, or hope to work on in the
future?
SPS: I'm working on a few other
writing projects currently, but none of
them are musicals or plays. I'm just
trying to become a better writer by
doing it as much as possible.

Join a Kinderland
Committee Today!
To get more involved in the
Kinderland community, please
consider joining one of the
following committees. For
more information, or to find
out how to get involved,
contact Ileana at
Ileana@kinderland.org.
The Fundraising Committee
brainstorms fundraising ideas
in the context of a short-term
and a long-term financial
sustainability plan, organizes
and collects resources for
fundraising events and
campaigns, and hosts
fundraising events for Camp
Kinderland.
The Camper Recruitment
Committee organizes and
hosts open houses for
prospective camper families,
reaches out to personal and
professional networks to raise
awareness about Camp
Kinderland, and connects with
partner organizations to offer
information and incentives with
regard to camper recruitment.
The Community
Engagement Committee is
tasked with informing and
involving the Kinderland
community in Kinderland's
year-around programming and
activities, as well as keeping
Kinderlanders connected
through events and ‘networking
opportunities, membership
perks, and regular
communications.

The Fundraising Continues…
By Ileana Font-Soloway
Over the last several years, Camp Kinderland has experienced some debilitating financial
setbacks, including the state-mandated need for a septic system overhaul, to the tune of
$300,000, in 2009. We were simultaneously struggling with low camper enrollment as a
result of the Great Recession. Camp Kinderland was forced to embark on a fundraising
campaign that was unprecedented for us in its size and urgency. It has taken us until this
year, 2014, to bounce back. Thanks to scores of loyal supporters, including alumni,
parents, and friends of the community who consider their contributions an investment in
Camp Kinderland’s future, we are finally on stable financial footing again. Huzzah!
Now back to the business of running a 90-year old progressive, secular Jewish summer
camp in the Berkshire Mountains of Western Massachusetts...and all the ups and downs,
and twists and turns that come with the territory. Every summer, the campground
experiences natural wear as a result of several hundred campers and staff using it to its full
potential. And every fall and winter, the buildings are covered with fallen leaves, and snow
covers the entire landscape. While it is a beautiful sight to behold, it is also incredibly
taxing on the buildings and other structures, as well as the gardens, waterfront, and sports
fields. Also, several trees, some of which exceed a hundred years of age, die and
sometimes fall on or near buildings, or threaten to. After years of depleting our rainy day
funds for the Septic campaign, among other things, our capital improvement fund is not
what it once was.
From the founding of Camp Kinderland, it has been a priority to maintain a diverse
camper-family base, and to enable families in need to send their children through a
generous scholarship program. Ninety years later, this is still of utmost importance to us.
The only thing that makes it possible to provide more than a third of our campers with at
least partial tuition support every year is our fundraising efforts.
During the next year, we will be launching several new and exciting ways to show your
support for Camp Kinderland. Remember the Indiegogo online crowd-funding campaign
back in spring of 2013, $50K in 50 Days for Camp Kinderland? That campaign pushed us
over the hump and allowed us to complete the septic upgrades mandated by the state. It
was such a success that we will be doing yet another $50K in 50 Days for Camp
Kinderland this coming spring of 2015, this time to replace our current camper and staff
beds with brand new ones. If you were a camper in the last three decades, or have
attended a camper Visiting Day or a Benefit Weekend in that time, you know that this has
been a long time coming! Our community became advocates for the cause and spread the
word about the last campaign, with incredible results. We hope you can step up to the
plate again!
Also in the spring, we aim to host a basketball tournament in NYC to raise funds for a
new basketball court. With its crooked hoops and cracked concrete, although our court is
endearing, it certainly needs an upgrade. The basketball court not only serves as an athletic
arena, it is also where we have our Peace Olympics opening ceremony, our square dance
and camp-wide dance, our punchball games, and it serves as our Share stage at sunset on
many evenings in Tolland. It is the focal point of our campground, and it should be as
beautiful (and functional!) as the activities it hosts.
This fall, we will have our third semi-annual Benefit Weekend on October 11-13 (see pg.
15), and our annual Phonathon during the week of October 20. If you are interested in
gathering some of your camp friends and hosting a Phonathon calling site in your home,
please let me know! We will provide dinner and drinks, and promise to make it a fun night
to remember.
Your involvement in these fundraising activities will allow Camp Kinderland to continue
to provide competitive tuition and more than $60,000 in camper scholarships every year
while continuously doing the necessary maintenance on the campground, and preparing
ourselves for future emergency capital improvements. Stay tuned, and get involved!
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Shop Online…For a Cause, by Ileana Font-Soloway
When you shop online, you can easily support Camp Kinderland! Both Amazon
Smile and the Goodshop app allow you to donate a percentage of the price of
your online purchase to a charity of your choice. It is as easy as going online
shopping!
Amazon Smile:
Go to Smile.Amazon.com. If you are not immediately prompted to choose your
charity when you sign in, click on Your Account, then click on Change Your
Charity. Type “Camp Kinderland,” then start shopping! The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases.

Goodshop App:
Go to Goodsearch.com/goodto-go. Download the app using your favorite
browser, whether that is Chrome, Firefox, Safari, Explorer, etc. Once downloaded, the app will create a small icon next to the browser search bar. Click on the
Goodshop icon, then click Preferences. A pop-up box will indicate which charity
you are supporting. Click on Change It, then type “Camp Kinderland.” When
you use this browser to shop online at participating stores, Goodshop will donate
a portion of the purchase price to Camp Kinderland. Done!

NOTECARDS AND POSTERS
Peace Olympics Mural Notecards……………………….....$20
8 assorted cards with envelopes (2013 set or throwback set)
Throwback Small Mural Posters………..……………..…….$8
Camp Kinderland Guitar Tree Poster……...……………....$10
Guitar Tree Poster (signed by Milton Glaser)…………...…$35

Camp Kinderland
16 Court St., Suite 2200 1543 Colebrook River Rd.,
Brooklyn, NY 11241
Tolland, MA 01034
718-643-0771
412-258-4463
CindyZ@kinderland.org
www.campkinderland.org
www..campkinderland/alumni.html

The Kindershules
Kinderland
Shule
Brooklyn, NY
Alice Shechter
718-643-0771

For other progressive Secular
Jewish schools, see the websites of the Congress of Secular
Jewish Organizations
(www.csjo.org) and of the Workmen’s Circle (www.circle.org)

2014/15 Camp Calendar
October 11-13 Benefit Weekend
October 20-30 Phonathon
January 10 Camper and Staff Reunion
February 14 - 22 Cuba Trip
March 21 - Annual Meeting and
Community Conversation
July 5 - July session begins
July 25 - Visiting Day
August 1 - July session ends
August 2 - August session begins
August 22 - August session ends

GET YOUR CAMP KINDERLAND SWAG!
Shipping and handling not included (add $5 for up to 3 items)
Or go to www.campkinderland.org/donate, then click Store

APPARELL
Sholem.Freiheit.Emes t-shirt…………………….……...…$20
Kinderland Logo t-shirt….…………………………..…….$20
Old Logo t-shirt…………………………………….……..$20
90th Anniversary Limited Edition t-shirt……………….…..$20
Kinderland Zip-Up Hoody…………………………...…....$40
Kinderland LIGHT Zip-Up Hoody………………..…..…..$35
Baseball Cap…………………………..………….………..$12
Kinderland Logo Onesie…………………………………..$15
Kinderland Mug………………………………………..….$10
Kinderland Water Bottle…………………………….……...$8
Bumper Sticker………………………….……………….…$3
Generation to Generation: 90 Years of Kinderland DVD….$25
90th Anniversary Commemorative Journal…………………$15
BOOKS
Let's Sing a Yiddish Song Songbook, Kinderbuch Publications: $25
Kinderland Sings Songbook, Compiled for Kinderland's
75th Anniversary by Maddy Simon and Eve Rittle: $7
Yiddish Stories for Young People,
Compiled and Edited by Itche Goldberg: $10
Be My Friend and other poems for boys and girls, By Edith Segal: $7
Take My Hand, By Edith Segal with Introduction by Ossie Davis: $10
Fun Zup Biz Nis, A Camp Kinderland Cookbook: $8
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