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Letter from President Billy Rothberg
This summer marked Camp’s 94th
season of operation. Many progressive
camps, such as Woodland, Wochica
and Pioneer Youth have ceased to
operate. Given all that we had to
face over these many years, it is
quite a remarkable feat. As the
world changed around us, we have
adapted. Our strength is our ability
to move from generation to generation while maintaining the core values of Camp’s founders.
It is powerful and unique. It is like a relay race where one
generation passes the baton over to the next. It has happened
many times over the last 94 years and continues to happen
now with enthusiasm and excitement.
This is a very exciting time to be part of the Camp family.
First and foremost we just concluded another wonderful
summer with Camp’s enrollment approaching capacity. We
keep upgrading the Camp facility. We now have a brand
new, state of the art, waterfront. The Rec Hall has been
renovated and we are continuing our ongoing maintenance
program by, for example, upgrading bathrooms, repairing
roofs and installing new hot water heaters. Thanks to Cindy Z,
Mike, Cindy T, Dennis, Judee, Ira and all the other people,
too numerous to name, who make this all happen.
Camp is alive and well and working towards financial stability. We have an active, hardworking Board of Directors
and strong, productive volunteer committees. Everyone is
excited about all that is happening with good ideas being
discussed to enrich and strengthen our Camp community.
The main thing that keeps us going is you, our broad
Camp family. You stood by us when we struggled and
stepped up to the plate when asked. Your love of Camp,
its history, its values and its people is what matters most. I
am excited about what we have accomplished as a community and am looking forward to our 100th anniversary.
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Letter from Director Cindy Zingher
After every summer since becoming
Camp Kinderland’s Executive Director,
I have felt thrilled to report that camp
was a huge success. This past summer
was no different. I am so proud of who
we are and what we stand for.

During the summer, Camp Kinderland
employs many wonderful staff members
who work diligently in making camp the
success that it is. They thrive on treating
our campers with love and respect, and our campers thrive on
feeling that love. Their compassion and dedication continue to
impress me.
As always, our campers participated in sports, dance, drama,
singing, arts and crafts, pottery, and hiking. Our summer
theme, which always shapes our cultural programming, was
"Kinderland Resists: Without Struggle There is No Progress.” Once
again, Julia Rosenblatt directed our 14’s play, “Kishef inem
Boydern,” a Yiddish play that translates as “Magic in the Attic.”
Our 2nd year CITS put on “Oliver!” under the direction of Lulu
Fogarty and our very beloved musical director, Maddy Simon. Jennie
Miller and Lily Rubin Miller continue to have the very successful Dance Adventure program at camp, and once again we had
Jesse Danger bring his Movement Creative program.
There were many other highlights over the summer but I will
let you read Ira’s report of our 2017 summer programming
(see page 8). Camp is so successful primarily because our full
time staff, the Board of Directors and lots of volunteers share
a vision of making Camp Kinderland the special place that it
is. So much goes into running this very unique summer camp
and everyone involved deserves a very special thank you.
I want to also mention that, as many of you know, Ileana Font
-Soloway, our Development Director, has moved on to a new
job. A huge Thank You to Ileana for all of her dedication, skill
and new and innovative ideas that she brought to camp.

Kinderland Welcomes the Next Generation!

Cluny Margaret Jennings-Salop
was born on Valentine's
Day. She loved her first seven
weeks at Camp Kinderland, espeFuture camper Meyer HG
cially all the attention from campMcRee, daughter of Emily and
Ryan, sister of Jolene, cousin of
ers and staff. She loved running
Maceo, and niece of Julia HG and mini-choices and trying to steal
Dan WR. She was born on July 3, everyone's ice cream sandwiches
2017.
and watermelon slices. She
crawled backward for the first
time outside the Roberto
Clemente sports shack and then
crawled forward on the office
floor. She grabbed the lake's
mud with gusto and joined CITs
at a protest in Pittsfield. All this
to say, Cluny is a great baby with
great taste. Mike Salop, Primo
(her brother), and Rachel
(Raquel) Jennings are terribly impressed by her and look forward
to sharing many happy summers
together in Tolland.
Abby Biberman, Dave Jaklevic,
and big brother, Sam Jaklevic,
welcomed Eliana Bell Jaklevic on
August 20, 2017. She is excited to
join the 2026 Inters.
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Kefah Crowley and Nick
Spreitzer welcomed Ezra Mark
Spreitzer on December 28th,
2016. Ezra is eagerly awaiting Inter year and is excited to attend
Kinderland with his older cousins
Julian and Henry Crowley, whose
dad is Nidal Crowley!

Ciel Leona Gonzalez was born
April 12, 2017. Her parents are
Miguel Gonzalez and Katie
Maloney, and her grandmother is
Kinderland Director Cindy
Zingher. She expects to be a
2026 Inter!

Kinderland
Welcomes the
Next Generation!

Sage Patrick Goodwin was
born July 25th at 7.3 pounds, 20"
long to Shauni and Gerren Goodwin. Shauni was a camper, CIT
and staff member at Kinderland
Noam was born on June 26, 2017 Josh Schaffner and Offira Gabbay for many years and looks forward
to sending Sage there when he is
in Jerusalem. His parents, Oreli
are proud and excited to have
old enough. He is already serenadand Mor Ovadia, welcomed numwelcomed Elenora Hazel
ed with Woodie Guthrie songs in
ber 4 of the family! He has one
brother, Rotem, 6 years old, and Schaffner into the world on July preparation.
31, 2017. Nellie shares a birthday
twin sisters, Oriane and Talia,
with Harry Potter and although
4 years old. Mor used to be at
Camp Kinderland when he was a she doesn't know it yet, she looks
kid and we hope to send our kids forward to joining her cousin
Oliver (daughter of Michelle
in the future!!
Schaffner and Jeremy Weissmann)
at our version of Hogwarts each
summer when the wizarding
world deems her to be of
sufficient age.

Alex Straus and Alexis Bodkin
greeted the arrival of their son,
Langston Eugene, born May 11,
2017, brother to 2 ½ year old
Allette Rafaela. Alex was a camper
in the 70’s and staff in the 90’s.

Ava and Zayna Abbott-Fellah
were born to Sean AbbottKlafter and Nadiah Fellah on
June 2nd, 2017.
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Eliisa Frazier and husband Zach
Howenstine welcomed Wesley
Bernard Howenstine on January
20, 2017 at 4:58 AM.
Have a new addition to your family?
Let us know and you’ll receive a
welcome gift from Kinderland!
Contact Cindyz@Kinderland.org

~In Memoriam~
Ruby Holtzman

Ruby receives his Recognition Day
Award, 1982

Rubin (“Ruby”) Holtzman was born in
the Bronx on November 18, 1927, to
Sarah and Jacob Holtzman. Sarah loved
to paint, and until his death, Ruby wore
a gold paintbrush around his neck in her
honor.
Ruby was enlisted in the US Navy and
stationed off the coast of China, from
1946-47. After his discharge, he worked
as an electro-mechanical designer. But
the bulk of Ruby’s labor of love came in
his career as the “camp electrician” at
Camp Kinderland. He began as a dishwasher in the kitchen at Lakeland, the
adult camp, and would spend his evenings being his typical “ganef” self in
the camp canteen. Thanks to an introduction by family members, Ruby met
Harriet, who was working as a Camp
Kinderland counselor at the time. After
they were married, they continued their
involvement with Camp Kinderland and
sent their two sons, Jody and Jack, to
camp each summer.
Though no longer formally on staff,
Ruby continued to help out whenever
needed, including helping camp with
many moves before it settled in Tolland,
Mass., and especially with carpentry and
electrical work. Ruby voluntarily rewired all of the bunks at camp’s Tolland
location. Because Ruby “provided Camp
Kinderland with countless services such
as waiter and busman, repair and cleanup person, truck driver and luggage
shlepper, carpenter, plumber, electrician,

or ‘show me the problem and I’ll fix it’
person," Camp Kinderland declared April
4th, 1982 as Rubin Holtzman Recognition Day. Until his last few years of life,
Ruby continued to go to camp’s visiting
day, where he and Harriet would bring
food for their grandchildren, and where
Ruby volunteered at the merchandise and
photos table on the porch of the Paul
Robeson Playhouse.
Ruby died peacefully in his sleep on the
morning of Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at the
age of 89. He is survived by his mishpochke: his wife, Harriet, his two sons,
Jody and Jack, his two daughters-in-law,
Julie and Pam; his five grandchildren,
Nick, Danya, Rachel, Emma, and Luke,
and his brother, Hyman. A loving brother, uncle, husband, father and Zayda,
Ruby taught his whole family that, at the
end of the day, the most important thing
is to help others and live the concept of
“tikkun olam,” repairing the broken
world. Ruby donated his body to the
medical education program at Mt. Sinai
Medical Hospital, where he is continuing
to teach students well beyond his life.

~
Hannah “Goose” Frank
Camp Kinderland deeply mourns the loss
of our loving, brilliant, funny and beloved Goose Frank. She died suddenly
and tragically after a brief illness and
hospitalization.

Goose’s mother Carter asked us to run
this photo of Goose, Smita and Danya.
Carter told us: “Goose was the embodiment of a friend. When she was little I
often thought if I were her age and not
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her mother I would definitely have
wanted to be her BEST friend because
she would have made games and conversations and all the things friends do together so bright, tantalizing and exciting.”
Carter added, “Goose always went to
Kinderland for the month of July and
without fail, at the two week point, Alice
would call to say that Goose was distraught at the thought of leaving at the
end of the month. And next Alice would
ask if she could stay for another month, to
which I without fail would respond, "No,
August is our time to be together as a
family." This went on and on.... until FINALLY that expectant call came and I
succumbed in the affirmative!! Well the
rest is history and she got to stay for two
whole months ever after that satisfying yes
(to both of our reliefs). Then on to CIT
and then on to Counselor. I am not sure
anyone loved Camp Kinderland with the
passion that she did.”
The following is a tribute to Goose from
Tom Gunning, one of Goose’s professors
at U of C. (Ed. Note: Goose had her PhD in
cinema and media studies.)
"It is always difficult to mark the passing
of our colleagues, to acknowledge that
those we have loved and learned from are
no longer with us. Usually this act of
mourning includes a list of their achievements and the legacy left behind after a
long career and life. It is all the more difficult for me, and for those who knew her,
to mark the death of our dear friend Hannah Frank because her life, already so rich
in achievement for one so young, but
richer still in promise, was curtailed so
suddenly, unexpectedly and so prematurely this August. Our field has been robbed
of one of its rising stars, one of its most
original and inquisitive minds. Beyond this
we have lost a spirit marked not only by
her genius but her generosity, not only her
tireless research, passionate in pursuit of
details, but her startling originality, probing into fundamental questions. Hannah's
life and work was imbued with sparkling
wit, a sense of humor and delight. She
embodied animation in every sense of the
word. "

~In Memoriam~
Delia Graff Fara

On July 18 of we lost Delia Graff Fara, a
beloved member of our camp community; and the world lost a brilliant scholar
who was devoted to her students and her
department at Princeton.
Delia was a camper in the 80’s and a staff
member for Inter and Senior girls. Many
remember her for her kindness and caring; and she loved Camp Kinderland, not
only for its program and people, but for
its beautiful forest sanctuary.
Below are excerpts from Princeton’s
obituary for Delia:
Delia Graff Fara, a noted professor
of philosophy of language at Princeton
University, died peacefully at home July
18 after a chronic illness. She was 48.
Fara served on Princeton’s faculty for 11
years. She made exceptional contributions to her field and was a highly engaged member of the philosophy community, her colleagues said. She taught
undergraduate and graduate courses on
logic, semantics and the philosophy of
language. To her students, “though she
was scarily smart, she turned out to be
funny, friendly and extraordinarily helpful
to them when they began working with
her,” said Michael Smith, the McCosh
Professor of Philosophy and department
chair.

From Graff’s colleague Sarah-Jane
Leslie: “She would ask the questions
that no one else was asking, and challenge the orthodoxies that the rest of us
took for granted… she was a spectacularly effective advocate for diversity.”
Fara was appointed the Equal Opportunity officer for the philosophy department in 2014, “a position she held with
distinction,” Leslie said.

Isaac Ben-Ezra, is at peace, and so sad I
don't get to bounce my rabble-rousing
ideas off him anymore. Already I miss his
laughter, his soft skin, and the presence
he was in my family. The world is a better place in many ways for his long, active, engaged life, and he will be sorely
missed. Rest in Peace, Rest in Power.

A blog post in memory of Fara by the
Collegium of Black Women Philosophers notes: “Fara was a treasured
member of multiple fields in philosophy. During her tragically short career,
she produced, even in its later stages
when she was beset by illness, work that
has permanently altered the landscape
of analytic philosophy.”

Mitch Berkowitz

Fara is survived by her husband,
Michael, and daughter, Clarissa. Clarissa
has been a Kinderland camper for four
summers and will be returning next
summer in the 14’s. Delia’s family had
asked that memorial donations be made
to Camp Kinderland.
Visit the website at Campkinderland.org
if you wish to donate in memory of
Delia Graff Fara.

~
Isaac Ben-Ezra
Truly one of the most amazing people
I'll know left this earth October 2, 2017.
I am so grateful my 91 year old Zeida,

~

Mitch Berkowitz, life-long political activist, died of cancer at the age of 90 on
September 17, 2017.
A printer, and a loyal member of the
printer’s union, Mitch was unwavering in
his commitment to the struggles for
workers' rights, racial equality, peace and
socialism. A counselor at Kinderland in
the 1950s, Mitch remained a friend and
supporter of camp throughout his life.
A community activist, Mitch lived in Coop City in the Bronx for almost 50 years,
and belonged to a number of organizations devoted to the ideals of affordable,
cooperative housing.
He was a wonderfully thoughtful friend
who went out of his way to help others.
There were many in his community who
he called “clients”; people who he
shopped for if they were house bound,
would invite out to eat if they were alone,
would do chores and repairs for.

Isaac Ben-Ezra with Granddaughter Lev
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A music-lover with a beautiful tenor
voice, he sang in the Jewish Young
Folksingers (JYF) chorus, the Maddy
Simon singers and the Kinderland chorus. He was also a faithful participant in
every Kinderland Seder.

~In Memoriam~

Ricky Eisenberg

posted a video of a speech Ricky gave on
racism and organizing, his handwritten
draft of a pamphlet for fast food workers,
and a screenshot of an FBI file mentioning him (by his given name, Eric). Ricky is
survived by his wife of 48 years, Sarah
Doolittle Eisenberg; daughters Julietta
Eisenberg and Anna Eisenberg Spence;
grandchildren Jackson and Grace Spence;
and sister, Nora Eisenberg.
A memorial will be held in Manhattan
on November 18. Please contact Nora
(noraeisenberg@gmail.com) if you wish to
know specifics.

After a long, heroic battle with a mysterious
disease, Ricky Eisenberg (Kinder-land
staff 1959-62) died on February 3, at the
age of 73, surrounded by loving family
and friends and music.

~
Ben “Benjy” Wengrofsky

Ben was sweet, smart and very funny. He
had the gift of empathy and was loved by
many from all walks of life. He, like all of
us, loved Camp Kinderland and attributed the path he travelled to the lessons he
learned in camp.”
Judee Rosenbaum added this tribute:
“Ben cared deeply for people. Principled
without ever being judgmental, he radiated warmth and acceptance. He had a
special love for kids, and a talent for
working with them. He had a large heart
and open arms, and he helped everyone
who came his way, from his Italian nephews to his friends to the troubled youngsters he loved to take sailing -- and whose
lives he changed for the better. We miss
him sorely.”

~

Ricky was a force to be reckoned with.
Always ready to rumble, he packed a
unique and out-sized energy, intellect,
imagination, and warmth, and an unabashed enthusiasm for life. He was a
gifted woodworker, blues guitarist, NYC
Labor chorus bass, hilarious joke-teller
and mimic, absurdist improvisor, Yiddish, Spanish, Russian speaker (with a
glass of wine he'd enter into a conversation in most any Indo-European language at an intermediate level), food
aficionado and cooking addict, lindydancer, merenguero, repository of social
history and culture, ceaseless political
organizer and champion for justice.
In our loss, we find comfort knowing he
lives on in the beautiful woodwork he
crafted, in the organizing campaigns he
helped shape, in the albums he and his
band recorded, in his children and
grandchildren, and in the hearts of all of
us lucky enough to have known him.

Devoted and much loved community
member Benjamin “Benjy” Wengrofsky
died on March 20, 2017. His wife Susan
explained: “Camp Kinderland was ever
present in our life together. Sister Barbara
and parents Ethel and Irving Wengrofsky
were life members.” She also expressed
heartfelt gratitude: “Thank you for all for
the wonderful memories and kind
thoughts from son Jon and daughter Katy;
grandchildren Akira, Maxwell and MyLei.
Also from sister Barbara’s family, sons
Gianni and Fabio and daughters Lisa and
Elena.

We've created a Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/
RickyEisenbergPresente/) to commemorate and celebrate Rick's life and legacy
and welcome you to post anything else
that invokes Ricky, especially any memories and/or photos. So far, we have

Ben’s dear friend Bobbi London shared
her memories: “I met "Benjy" in 1949. I
was 7 years old and Ben was a bit younger.
It was my first year at camp and Ben's 2nd
or 3rd. He was able to attend so young
because his mom worked there. We were
like brother and sister from then on.

Henry “Stretch” Jacobs
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The Kinderland Community lost former
camper and staff member Henry
“Stretch” Jacobs, who passed away on
January 26th at his home in Croton-onHudson. Stretch was a frequent participant in Camp Kinderland meetings, always arguing on behalf of “a seat at the
table” for Yiddishkeit, always with a
warm twinkle in his eye and the golden
tongue of a poet and master storyteller.
He was an activist and a fighter for a
more just world.
He is survived by his devoted wife of 63
years, Judy Jacobs, and by his loving children - Larry (and wife Julie), Mai (and
husband David), and Paul (and wife Jennifer, along with 6 grandchildren and
many nieces and nephews.

Memorial for Amos
“Mos” Kivelowitz,
1987 – 2016

Editor’s Note: As reported in last
year’s newsletter, Camp Kinderland
lost a dear alumna, Amos “Mos”
Kivelowitz. On the weekend of September 9-10, 2017, Amos’ friends and
family gathered at Camp Kinderland
to remember Amos. The following are
the reflections of his mother, Miriam
Cohen:

We gathered – from NYC, LI,
Philly, Worchester, Boston,
Plattsburg, Buffalo, North Carolina, Arizona... Unloaded food
(*generous Baralls), firewood and
sleeping bags. Mingled. Hugged.
Chilly, but glorious afternoon.
Camp sparkled. Jordan stood
next to Stu on the porch of the
dining hall looking out onto the
vista of the field dotted with
friends and said, “This is awesome.”

loved Amos, and love him still.

Morning. Breakfasted and then we
At dusk, we convened at the water- all took a walk around camp stopfront. Jenny had candles that we lit ping at each bunk for more stories.
and floated out onto the lake. She We spent a long time in the Rec
said that as campers they lit candles Hall looking at the all-camp photos: something wonderful about
on Hiroshima Day. Then they
finding themselves those many
were lighting candles for people
years ago, finding other friends and
they did not know; now it is for a
friend they knew and loved. We all finding Amos – for them and for
us. Found the poster of the Flint
had our arms around each other.
Michigan autoworkers’ strike of
Dinner in the dining hall followed
1937 – Amos’ first Peace Olympic
by bonfire with marshmallows,
team. He told us, “You sent me to
whiskey, and stories.
camp to get brainwashed.” We all
 As a counselor, Amos performed agreed it was working.
a rap song at Share with Rafi on Odd to have camp without scores
cello that maybe changed their
of kids, yet it felt filled with love
lives
and memories. Sam said, “I feel
 The summer of buckets
like I’m 12 again.”
 Spinning of balls on index finger
Walking back over the field with
 Intricate rules of Rafter Ball and
Cindy, she commented that the
Amos’ beyond-legendary skills
 Practice to perfection of ball into weekend was so moving. She never met Amos or most of the
plastic net across the length of
Joe Hill
friends that came that weekend,
 Sonya’s diary entries of her first
but she felt she knew them bekiss with Amos
cause she knows the connections
 Gulping down dinner to get to
Kinderland fosters. “This is sacred
the basketball games
space,” she said. Oh, yes. And…
 A touching wedding inscription
buckets are just nice like that.
 Elaborate lights-out for the Inter
For all the friends that let us feel
campers…
Amos’ presence again. We could
We went to bed late. Friends
reach out and palpably feel how
bunked together again in Freiheit
much he was loved. A true gift.
and Dellinger; Stu and I in staff
quarters with a portable heater
(thank you Dennis).

A spontaneous draw to the field
for Frisbee and then to the basketball court. Heated games. I
couldn’t tell who was on which
team; generous play among
friends. We sat court-side with
Nina who said, “This is exactly
where I want to be.” They kept
score, but I don’t think anyone
remembered the end tally. These
are fine, young people. They love
each other. They love camp.
And, they all came because they
7

Kinderland Community Announcements and Events
Phonathon is coming up, and we need your help to make calls!
This fall, the Phonathon will take place November 8th to November 15th and we need your help
to make calls! It is easy AND FUN! Want to be a Phonathon Caller? Or host a Phonathon calling night at
your home with your fellow groupmates? We will provide dinner and drinks for all groups of Phonathon
callers, near and far. Just a couple of hours of your help making calls makes a huge difference in the lives
of so many campers and camper families who receive scholarships for their summer tuition.

Contact us today to become a Phonathon Caller or Host at 718-643-0771 ext 109 or Joey Perr
at joeyperr@gmail.com.
Want to avoid receiving a Phonathon call this year? Make your Phonathon contribution right now and we
will remove you from the call list! CLICK HERE to donate online, or send a check to us at
Camp Kinderland, PO Box 119, Easthampton, MA 01027. Checks should be made out to
Camp Kinderland with the word Phonathon in the memo. Your contribution is 100% tax-deductible. After you donate, you will receive an email thanking you for your contribution, which can be printed and
used for tax purposes.

Big Sonia , 2017, Leah Warshawski and Todd Soliday
In the last store in a defunct shopping mall, 91-year-old Sonia Warshawski—great-grandmother, businesswoman, and Holocaust survivor—runs the tailor shop she’s owned for more than thirty years. But
when she’s served an eviction notice, the specter of retirement prompts Sonia to revisit her harrowing
past as a refugee and witness to genocide. A poignant story of generational trauma and healing, BIG
SONIA offers a laugh-out-loud portrait of the power of love to triumph over bigotry, and the power of
truth-telling to heal us all. Directed by an alumna of Kinderland, Leah Warshawski, this award-winning
documentary will screen at the Quad Cinema November 17-23.

If you're interested in joining Camp Kinderland at a special screening of the film featuring cast, crew, and
Sonia herself, please email Derek Kane-Meddock at bigsoniadocumentary@gmail.com (Subject line:
Camp K Screening. Link to Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/116613412417073/
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Kinderland Community Announcements and Events
Visit Andy Pratt at Comics Arts Brooklyn Festival on November 11th!
Kinderland alumnus and award-winning comics artist Andy Pratt
(A.T. Pratt) will have a table of self-published comics, zines, and
more at Comics Arts Brooklyn at Pratt Institute on Saturday,
November 11th.
Andy will also be selling his MrMiSocki illustrated socks, which
have been featured in GQ, Refinery 29, and Men’s Health.
MrMiSocki Volume 1 won the MoCCA (Museum of Comics and
Cartoon Art) Awards of Excellence Silver Medal at the MoCCA
Fest 2017. Check them out on MrMiSocki.com!

Noah the Narwhal: A Tale of Downs and Ups
Camp Kinderland’s own Judith Klausner has written a unique and deeply insightful book for children (and everyone). As reader Terry Kalb described it:
“Judith Klausner's new book Noah the Narwhal: A Tale of Downs and Ups, is a
very welcome arrival for teachers and parents of children in Grades K-3. As
a career early childhood and special education teacher, I am eager to recommend this insightful and engaging story of Noah the Narwhal, whose migraines make him feel as if his tusk is pointing into his head instead of out.”
And Judith adds: “Noah the Narwhal has good days, when he is productive
and social, and pain days, when he needs to rest. His friends and family can
find it difficult to handle the unpredictability, but they realize that having
Noah in their lives is absolutely worth it!
For the people in our lives - young and old - whose brains work a little differently, Noah the Narwhal is here to remind us (and the people who love us)
that being valued and loved are just as constant as any chronic condition.”

Order from the publisher:
www.dancingmantispress.com/
our-books.html
Or ask for Noah and the Narwhal
at your local bookstore!

And from Adah Nuchi, an upcoming book for pre-teen girls:
Bunk 9's Guide to Growing Up: Secrets, Tips, and Expert Advice on the Good, the
Bad, and the Awkward is a new kind of puberty book. Part science, part advice, and with a heavy dose of summer camp, it's told from the point of
view of nine campers at the fictional Camp Silver Moon, giving nine unique
perspectives on puberty that any girl will relate to. Written by Kinderland
alum Adah Nuchi, and with input from August 2016 campers, it's a bodypositive, puberty-positive look at growing up that will feel familiar to anyone who has spent a summer at Camp K. Available for pre-order now at
your favorite online retailer, Bunk 9's Guide to Growing Up will be released
on December 19th and is most appropriate for girls ages 8-12.
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Summer 2017
Reflections on
Summer 2017
By Program Director Ira
Coleman-Palansky

As is usually, perhaps even always, the
case, my assessment of the summer is
that it was a great one. A&C, swim,
nature, music, dance, sports, culture,
parkour and other activities all went
well. Every group in camp participated in overnight camping, some at our
campsite across the lake; and our exciting new camping/wilderness program "Project Expedition” was a resounding success (see page 11).
Our summer theme was "Kinderland
Resists: Without Struggle There is No
Progress." Our Peace Olympics featured this theme (see page 12), as did
our August Carnival and Holocaust
Commemoration.

Larry Bush came up to host the impressive Jewish Currents exhibit on
resistance to the Nazis (page 15.) Additional cultural programming included
a "Champions of Resistance Tournament,”
in which we celebrated the namesakes
of our bunks and their varied means of
resistance. A yearly highlight for me is
listening to Alan McGowan's session
with the CITs about the politics and
history of the atomic bomb, which is
done before our Hiroshima Day commemoration.

As usual, Charlie King played a gig at
Robeson; Joe Fitzgerald and Friends
was a delight and featured our own
Kinderland musicians; Charlie Burnham
played a day of music accompanied by
Joey Perr, and Kinderlander Woody
Mann showed his film about Rev. Gary
Davis and played some music for the
campers. Campers went to the theater
in the Berkshires, and saw some exciting dance at Jacob's Pillow.

From the Jewish Currents exhibit: “To
remain silent and indifferent is the
greatest sin of all.” - Eli Wiesel

UnCOR led camp in resistance to injustice this summer, including joining
up with a rally in Pittsfield in solidarity
with the progressive forces in Charlottesville (page 15) UnCOR also organized
and led several well-attended discussions on racism. Kinderland’s Amnesty
International group deserves special
mention, as well. We got a full dose of

Oliver as presented by the 2017 CITs.

Campers commemorate Hiroshima Day
with flowers on the lake.

in the Attic”). The CITs put on a tremendous version of “Oliver!,” with
Lulu Fogarty making her camp directorial debut and Maddy Simon at the
helm for the music.

Yiddish in the 14s play, under the talented direction of Julia Rosenblatt,
called "Kishef inem Boydem" (“Magic
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Joe Fitzgerald prepares for his concert
in Robeson.

We harked back to the days of "Fun
shul in kemp; fun kemp in shul" (from
shul to camp; from camp to shul) when
we featured last year's three Kinderland
Shule graduates recapping their graduation to the whole camp- it was lovely.
Several of camp's shule graduates spoke
each night on Share with a "Yiddish
word of the day,” and were often joined
by campers teaching the ASL translation.

Ira’s “Summer 2017”,
Continued...
I'd like to also offer an overall evaluation of camp. Whether you or your
children were at camp this summer or
many summers past, I think you know
what I'm talking about when I say that
camp is an incredibly wonderful place
for children and adults to spend a few
weeks each summer. The people who
work in camp are remarkable in their
thoughtfulness and concern for kids'
needs, and will spend whatever time
and energy is called for to discuss and
analyze ways to make camp even better. I often marvel at our continual
improvements in various areas over
the 30 years that I have been program
director- it's because of the remarkable
people who work there, and continue
to contribute even after they stop
working at camp. From the dedication
of our staff to the stewardship of
Cindy Zingher, rest assured, camp is
in good hands

Project Expedition
By Kaylan Scott
It’s not easy. Sweat soaks your back
and drips into your eyes. The packs
are heavy and the straps are complicated. There are bugs. Your feet hurt.
Everything hurts. Sometimes it rains.
Sometimes it’s really hot. You wonder
how it’s possible that the trail could
still be going uphill.
This is a Project Expedition, the backpacking-based outdoor education program at Camp Kinderland, where we
seek to foster growth through challenge.

Summer of 2017, our pilot season, consisted of five multi-age backpacking
trips along sections of the Appalachian
Trail in Massachusetts and Connecticut,
guided by Kaylan Scott and Justin
King. As much as is possible and productive, the participants created their
own trips, including planning the route,
choosing the menu, and setting group
goals. As leaders, we try to “lead from
behind” while effectively managing
risk, instructing Leave No Trace Ethics,
and discussing thru hiker culture.
Outdoor education is as much about
discovering one’s self as it is about environmental concepts or physical challenge. This self-knowledge provides
participants with the tools to be more
confident, self-reliant, empathetic,
compassionate, and organized--in other
words, the true value of outdoor education is in learning to be an effective and
dynamic leader. Effective leaders at
Camp Kinderland further the camp’s
missions of social, economic, and racial
justice; community; respect and compassion; and Progressivism.

It’s not easy, but challenge can be deeply rewarding. As is so often the case
when working with youth, we believe
we grew more from working with them
than vice versa. We are proud of what
we accomplished in our inaugural summer and excited for the summers to
come.
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If you have more questions about Project Expedition, like how to practice
Leave No Trace in the front country, or
where our gear comes from, or resources for exploring the world of outdoor education between summers,
please contact us at CampKProjectExpo@gmail.com.

Like what you’ve
read? Registration is
now open for 2018!

We hold open houses
throughout the winter
months. E-mail
Cindyz@kinderland.org
for more information.

2017 Peace Olympics
Kinderland Resists: Without Struggle There is No Progress
For the past 59 years our campers and
staff have participated in a very special
tradition at Camp Kinderland. The
Kinderland Peace Olympics has been
an integral part of every season in that
it reflects camp’s values of peace,
equality, and social justice. Our goal is
to pay tribute to the people, events,
and social movements that reflect our
commitment to make the world a better place. In addition, the Peace Olympics provides us with a framework of
group cooperation and respect for one
another’s abilities. Children can exercise their many skills, explore new ideas
and capacities, and share with each other across age groups. Best of all, they do all of this while having a great time.
Mindful of the threats to our country and the lives of countless others, we chose the following teams to
illustrate this year’s cultural theme: Kinderland Resists: Without Struggle There Is No Progress: Protect the
Environment; Welcome Immigrants; Defend Voting
Rights; Resist Militarization. What follows are the team introductions and murals.
Want to learn more about the 2017 Peace Olympic teams?
You can read the entire Olympic Memories Booklet on
the Kinderland Website.

Defend Voting Rights
We are “Defend Voting Rights,” and our goal is to end voter
suppression. Voter suppression is a form of disenfranchisement and a
tactic used by politicians to elect certain candidates. Some
forms of voter suppression are demanding a photo id to vote,
denying convicted felons the vote, and fraudulent claims of illegal voting.
Ten per cent of Americans don’t have the photo id necessary
to vote. More than 2.3 million Americans are incarcerated and
unable to vote. Restrictions on the pathway to citizenship ensure that immigrants remain undocumented and unable to
vote. Our goal is to minimize voter restrictions and allow all
people an equal voice.
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“Some of us gave a little blood and spent some
time in jail. Many, still, died for the opportunity to vote. For that reason it should be as easy
as getting a clean glass of water.” - John Lewis

2017 Peace Olympics, Continued…
Protect the Environment
Throughout recent history, the EPA has unfortunately had
a wobbly history. Surprisingly, the EPA was founded
with a very environmentalist campaign by then
president, Richard Nixon. It ran as mandated until
the late 1980’s, when Anne Gorsuch was appointed
president. She put scientists on watch lists, fired
many employees, did away with many regulations,
and allowed companies to do things that hurt the
environment, until she was forced to resign. This
year, Donald Trump appointed Scott Pruitt as president of the EPA. This man has sued the EPA
over 14 times to restrict the clean air and water act. He has proposed a whopping 31% budget cut to his
own organization, opposed child safety regulations, and shut down the EPA website. As a takeaway of
this woeful past, it is of prime concern to put attention to working toward a better future, and for now
that objective should be focused on protecting the environment. Environmental racism is the denial of
access to a clean environment, based on a community’s race. Two main examples of environmental racism are Flint, Michigan and Standing Rock, North Dakota. Flint is a primarily Black community that was
denied access to clean water when their government re-routed their water supply system to save money.
The new water supply contained lead, which is extremely harmful because of the multi-generational impacts of lead poisoning. Environmental racism is also apparent at Standing Rock. An oil pipeline, originally set to go through a wealthy white neighborhood, was re-routed to cut through the sacred land of
the Sioux. In addition, 95% of people of color have seen their claims against polluters denied by the Environmental Protection Agency.

Resist Militarization

We are the Resist Militarization team. We resist
both foreign and domestic militarization. In Ferguson we witnessed local police using military-grade
weapons such as tanks and sniper rifles on civilians
who were protesting police brutality and the killing
of Michael Brown. We want to eliminate the militarization of local police. We also want to end militarization abroad. The Vietnam War was an example of
militarization and resistance. People protested, finally
leading to an end to the draft, a lowering of the voting age, and an end to the war. As we struggle
against militarization in the present, we must keep
the victories of the past in mind, and remember that
without struggle there is no progress.
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2017 Peace Olympics, Continued…
Welcome Immigrants
We are the Welcome Immigrants team. We are pledged to
resist Donald Trump's travel ban, and we have chosen to
represent, on our mural, the flags of the countries that
Trump had banned. The fight for immigrant rights is as old
as U.S. history and has always been an incredibly pertinent issue in this country. Whether it be the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882, or the turning away of the MS St. Louis
during the Holocaust in 1939, the fight for immigrant rights
has been a constant. Despite this, we are and have always
been a nation of immigrants. From demonstrations at airports and in the streets, to a growing number of municipalities declaring themselves Sanctuary Cities despite threats
from the current administration, the forces for justice stand
with immigrants; and we stand in solidarity with them all.
“No Human is Illegal”

Kinderland Resists in Solidarity with Charlottesville
By Danielle Matlin-Wainer

I was confused when I first learned that the theme of the
summer would be, “Kinderland Resists! Without Struggle
There Is No Progress” As kids and young adults at a summer camp how exactly were we supposed to ‘resist’? What
would our ‘resistance’ look like? There would be many discussions and activities relating to the theme of resistance,
but I wondered if these meaningful and important activities and discussions were the best we could do.
Although we did not have access to phones or computers,
our counselors kept us up to date on what was happening
in the world outside of camp. When news broke of white
supremacists descending on Charlottesville and killing one
protester, I was disgusted and enraged. The next day, Judee
Rosenbaum told us that the CITs would have the opporCamp Kinderland on the front page of the Berktunity to go to Pittsfield and join a rally in support of the
shire Eagle.
anti-Nazi protesters in Charlottesville.
When we first got off the bus I saw moderate amount of people occupy a small park holding signs. We dispersed into different areas of the park and some people started handing us signs. We engaged in whichever
chant was being chanted and eventually some of us began to lead our own chants. After a little while, we began to lead the protest in songs. When we were there many people would come up to us and ask us where
we were from or thank us for being there. I felt proud to be able to do something in response to the disgusting
events that occurred in Charlottesville. The next day I saw that a picture of our group at the protest was on
the front page of a local newspaper. When I saw this I was able to answer my previous query; that is what
our resistance looks like.
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Resistance Is The Lesson: A Traveling Exhibit
From Jewish Currents

Jewish Currents editor Larry Bush brought the magazine's inspiring traveling exhibit about Resistance
during the Holocaust to Camp Kinderland this July, during Kinderland’s annual Holocaust Commemoration. The campers toured the exhibit during the day and one group wrote the following responses:
This is extremely powerful and gives inspiration to NEVER stop resisting. My grandfather’s family was
killed by the Nazis, but my grandfather never stopped fighting for justice. This exhibit shares so many of
the untold stories that need to be told. Thank you for telling the stories.
—Isabel, Upper Seniors
This was so powerful. This proved to us to NEVER STOP RESISTING! Thank you for teaching me
another great part of our history.
– Ella, Upper Seniors
You made me cry tears of pain. You showed me how much the Jewish culture went through. Resisting
is always the answer to war, famine, etc. My favorite part was the woman throwing her shoe at the Nazi
and shooting him. Thank you for talking to us today.
-- Simon, Upper Seniors
After reading these posters, I changed how I felt in that moment. I felt depressed, sorry for the others
and how unfair the time was. I believe that that time period could have been more fair. It is good that
they sacrificed their lives standing up for themselves. After reading the posters, I realized how much
more people can do! It has changed my mind set: it gave me hope. I used to only know a few little things
about these armed resistances of the Jews – that they happened and that the Nazis eventually overcame
them. And I thought that they were just little skirmishes. I thought wrong.
-- Clio, Upper Seniors

It made me feel sad because people were treated so horribly. However, it was amazing to see how they
fought back. What this made me feel like, I thought people all over the world are good and when I heard
this I was amazed.
– Christian, Upper Seniors
The Jews resisted even if it meant to be killed. It was so powerful and sad, but it showed that everyone
can resist. It made me amazed at how they resisted.
– Casey, Upper Seniors
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Celebrating Fifty Years of the 1967 CIT Group
The 60s was a turbulent and formative decade for
those of us lucky enough to have lived our teen and
young adult years at that time. Kinderland, and the
people we befriended at camp during those years,
were integral in shaping the adults we became. The
values, songs, dances, camaraderie, community spirit
and shared vision were all key influences in our lives.
The memories of those summers and the history we
all shared were powerful enough to bring a group of
40 Kinderland alumni together at the 50th Anniversary of the 1967 CIT group.
We gathered on Sunday, October 8, 2017 at the
home of Jeff Bernstein and Sandy Gumerove in Jericho,
NY. For many of us, this reunion was just another
opportunity to visit with our lifelong Kinderland
friends, but for others it was a rare and precious opportunity to reconnect with friends who hadn’t seen
each other for years. Our shared Kinderland experiences created an atmosphere in which 50 years just
slipped away, and we were as comfortable with each
other as if we were back at Camp. That was especially comforting during these challenging times. We
talked, sang songs (with Maddy leading and Jody,
Paul and Ira playing guitar) and ATE!
Although this was a celebration of the ‘67 CIT
group, not everyone who attended was part of that
group. Since our first reunion in 1972, our email list
has expanded tremendously to include anyone who
was in camp, as staff or CITs, from 1965-1975.

If you would like to be added to our
list so you can join our next reunion,
please contact
randi.itzkowitz@gmail.com.
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Graduation Day at the Kinderland Kindershule
From Judee Rosenbaum – Kindershule Coordinator and
Graduating Class Teacher
This past June, Sophie Kelleher, Ryan Mort and
Maizie Schaffner were graduated from the Kinderland Kindershule. Over the years they read and
wrote about the struggles of immigrants and workers yesterday and today, they read the Jewish classics, the
prophets, contemporary thinkers, they supported a
local workers’ strike, they explored the common
values of different religions, they sang our songs of
struggle and hope, and, in their final year, they used
all they had learned to explore the relationship between social responsibility and their own identities.
Through readings and intense discussion, they explored what it means to be Jewish, why it’s important to strive for justice, and the role of their
families in both questions. Then began their struggle—and it is a struggle — to write their graduation
papers. They worked hard: choosing their own
topics, thinking, reading, writing, doing research,
worrying, revising, rewriting again, unto exhaustion.

though still giggling – citizens of our community.
And when they stepped on stage to take part in
the script they’d created, and presented their graduation papers, our secular progressive community
beamed with pride and sighed with relief, knowing
that our political and cultural heritage would be
cherished, strengthened and enriched.

Sophie’s paper explored the influence of her family’s mixed heritage and its activism on her creation
of her own identity as a Jewish activist. Ryan’s described how his own ideas, his family, camp and
shule had influenced his deep commitment to the
struggle for freedom, equality and justice. Through
examining historical struggles for justice, Maizie
demonstrated our need to struggle against contemporary forms of injustice.
These papers demonstrate their insight into history and
literature, their understanding of the world around
them and their deep commitment to social justice.
They reflect their willingness to wrestle with ideas,
their ability to engage with issues one might think
were beyond their years, and their determination
to make sense of the relationship between what
they have studied and the world they live in.

You and your child can be part of the
Kindershule community! To find out how
to join our unique, secular Jewish
educational experience send a note to
kinderland.shule@gmail.com.

We have watched with joy as these three grew
from adorably giggling children into serious –
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Under the Kinderland Banner
Camp Kinderland Resists Year-Round

January 21st Women’s March

Washington DC Contingent from Ruth
Frank Holcomb

NYC Contingent from Alice Shechter

Very (very!) early on the morning of January 21st, a
group of Kinderlanders and friends got on a coach bus
in Brooklyn and took off for DC. We arrived behind a
massive line of other buses, all carrying people from all
over the country to come to the Women's March in
Washington. After disembarking, we walked toward the
mall with thousands of others, carrying our signs and the
Kinderland banner.

We knew thousands of men, women and children
would be heading to Washington DC to make their
voices heard, and on January 21st the Kinderland banner and a group of Kinderlanders were among them.
But for those of us who could not get to Washington,
Camp Kinderland organized a NYC contingent, ready
to join what we thought would be a smaller “sister”
march. We agreed to meet under the smaller Camp
Kinderland “Peace-Jobs-Freedom” banner in front of
the Vanderbilt YMCA on East 47th Street.

When we arrived at the mall, there were staggering
crowds stretching from the Capitol building all the way
down to the Lincoln Memorial. We tried to post updates
of our location to the Kinderland Facebook page, but
the sheer number of people on cell phones made finding
service almost impossible. We did run into many
Kinderland folks throughout the day by sheer luck, including Maranda Kosten, a former CIT musical director!

Little did we know that ultimately, it would be nearly
impossible to break through the throngs of demonstrators to actually reach the Camp Kinderland meeting
spot. With over 400,000 coming together to demonstrate, only a small group of hardy souls found our
banner. And, as with every other group, joining the
line of march proved an hours-long process, as the
thousands of people trying to enter the march route
prevented anyone from moving till fairly late in the day.
Nonetheless, everyone understood that it was the spirit
of resistance and justice that caused the delays, and we
stood and waited among thousands of others while
joining in the songs and chants and general excitement
of the amazing, uplifting gathering. As always, Camp
Kinderland was there!

Most of the day was spent at a stand-still, chanting and
talking with the people surrounding our group. However, towards the later part of the day, we did begin walking down towards the White House. As we moved slowly down Constitution Avenue, a group of us, mostly
staff and CITs, began singing songs from the slice, and a
number of older folks marching beside us looked surprised, then joined in. It was a sweet and moving moment, and a fitting end to the day.
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Under the Kinderland Banner
Camp Kinderland Resists Year-Round

January 21st Women’s March

were heading back to the bus, really tired, hot and hungry, on the way we passed a church. The pastor was
waving people in for comfort, food, and a place to rest.
It was a most beautiful gesture. On the bus home, we
sang at first, but then we mostly slept. As in the morning, charter buses were everywhere, just everywhere, dropping people off, some at street corners, all along the
way.

Some further thoughts on the day in DC
from Sheila Matlin:

Five Years After Sandy
From 350 Org: “Five years after climate change fueled
Superstorm Sandy devastated New York, five thousand
people rallied in New York, coming together with art,
music, and the power of everyday people to remember
lives lost and neighborhoods flooded. Led by a frontline of young people of color and Sandy survivors, we
marched over the iconic Brooklyn Bridge to the Alfred
E. Smith houses, a community housing development
severely damaged by the storm. We rose to demand
bold, effective climate action from New York’s elected
officials. Over 150 organizations representing faith and
youth groups, unions, community organizations and
many more, came together with common demands for
climate leadership from New York’s Mayor de Blasio,
Governor Cuomo and Senator Schumer.”

It was an exhausting, sometimes frustrating day. But I
thought back to the night of the election when the
march began to be announced on social media. My
daughters Danielle and Marya immediately said they
wanted to go. As an older progressive, I was amazed at
how quickly the march began to be organized, largely
because of the internet and social media. Also, though
I had been to many marches in Washington DC and
New York, I had never been to one where the numbers
were so great that it was impossible to move. And I
have to add that we were super excited to be on a
Camp Kinderland bus, to be with camp people, my
own friends and my children’s camp friends. We were
with so many different people, yet we were there with
Camp Kinderland. When it was getting late and we

And the Camp Kinderland community, with UnCor in
the lead, was there, calling for divestment of public
pensions fund dollars in the oil, gas and coal companies, for 100% renewable energy and more efficient
buildings and regulations aimed at industries that pollute, and for elected officials to expedite getting Sandy
survivors back in their homes.
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Our Kinderland Alumni: Where Are They Now?
It’s no secret that our campers grow up to be real mensches. This year we decided to go
straight to the source and talk to our alumni about how Camp Kinderland helped
shape who they are today.
Collier Meyerson, 32, Camper: 1996-2000
Contributor at The Nation and a fellow at the Nation Institute.

At Kinderland I was infamous for not going to my own group’s activities. I’d
often run into friends a year older and join theirs, or sit with whoever was doing
lemonade in the shade. During my teen year a counselor named Nisan made up
a song about my comings and goings to the tune of “Wanderer,” by Dion and
the Belmonts and sang it to me at Share.
I have no doubt in my mind that Camp K largely informed my decision to write
and report on issues of justice in the United States. Every song we sang and every bunk namesake we learned about inspired me to learn more about our history. And what I found is that history repeats itself and I wanted the world to understand how and why.

Joe Salamon, 28, Camper: 1999-2005, Staff: 2006-2012
Owner of New Leaf Cleaning Co, an environmentally friendly and democratic cleaning and interior painting business in
Philadelphia.
As a kid, my fondest memories of Camp were just staying up late with my friends
and talking, joking, and gossiping. Camp is where I learned how to get along with
people, and more specifically, how to banter. Camp is home to some top-notch
banter. I also happened to meet my wife Emma at Camp Kinderland!
I think a lot of people my age feel profoundly alienated and alone. Certainly I
have felt this way, especially as a young adult. Camp still provides me with a stable community and a sense of belonging. There are fewer and fewer institutions
that bring people together, let alone force them to share a bathroom and a smelly
cabin in the mountains. I am grateful for having had to share, and for being
shared with.
Now I own a small contracting company with my buddy Brian in Philadelphia.
We started out cleaning houses and offices, and now we're offering more services like painting, caulking,
grout and drywall repair, carpet cleaning, etc. My experience at camp influenced the way I run my business. Brian and I started our company because we hated the way our boss treated us. I learned at camp
that there is dignity inherent to every human life and most occupations, and I draw on that to help me
reconcile my socialist values with the day-to-day realities of managing a business.
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Our Kinderland Alumni: Where Are They Now?
Sadye Campoamor, 33, Camper: 1997-2000, Staff: 2001-2002
Director of Community Affairs at the NYC Department of Education; Special Assistant to the Chancellor; Aide to Bill
de Blasio through his mayoral campaign
I remember sitting on the porch of Emma Lazarus with Jesse Campoamor (aka
“Big Jesse”) talking about how we grew up always feeling outside the box. Specifically we used the phrase, "too light to be dark, too dark to be light," a phrase
we use to this day. That memory sticks with me because it was the beginning of
a really deep bond. (Ed. note: Sadye and Jesse ended up getting married.) It sort of exemplifies how camp was such an accepting place.
I always say that the friends I met at camp accepted me before I accepted myself,
and that's something that sticks with you. My husband's from camp, his best
man was from camp, my maids of honor were from camp, we still have a really
strong camp community. And that has everything to do with the fact that we developed this acceptance. When you're a teenager that makes all the difference.
The Kinderland Peace Olympics in 1997 was the first time I learned about the Young Lords, and the Soweto uprisings, as well as SNCC. That instilled in me a real understanding of the power of youth and the
power of organizing. As a NYC public school grad myself, it felt like I couldn't be a meaningful member
of the city without fully committing myself to working for and behalf of New York City school students.
Kids' voices matter, and there's no such thing as good public policy without meaningfully engaging the
public. Now I develop public engagement on behalf of the department. This work reflects values that
camp really embodied.

Izzy Finklestein, 27, Camper: 2002-2008, Staff: 2009-2011
Program Coordinator for School and Community Violence Prevention at the Center for Anti-Violence Education in
Brooklyn.

My favorite memories of camp? Every time I got to take a dip in the purifying
waters of Lake Victory! Also, nights on the town in Northampton and waking
up to Ira singing "Kisses Sweeter Than Wine" and then eating pancakes in the
Rec Hall while watching movies on Bunk Day .
Camp showed me the magic of being a part of a dynamic, loving and vibrant
community where everyone works collectively to build each other up. At camp,
I learned that I love working with young people and the importance of taking
time to get to know people and being silly and having fun to build relationships. I'm also so thankful to camp for the ways in which social justice is fused
into everything we do, from sharing kassa to cheering for our Peace Olympics
teams. I try to be intentional about making sure fairness and justice are infused
into even the small details of my work. I coordinate and facilitate empowerment programs for girls (cis and trans), gender non-conforming youth and young people across the trans
spectrum. My programs focus on teaching self-defense techniques, social justice action and self-care skills.
Camp definitely instilled that in me. If anyone is interested in sending teens they know to my programs
or bringing our programs to their school or community center, please let me know!
Izzy can be reached at isidora.finkelstein@gmail.com
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Dede Minter, 27, Camper: 2001-2007, Staff: 2008-2009, 2012
Criminal Defense Investigator at the Orleans Public Defenders office in New Orleans.
My favorite memories of camp are of staying up late with the girls in my bunk,
just talking and joking around. Also, I loved when older female counselors
would come into the girls bunks and facilitate conversations about feminism and
sexuality with us.
The inclusiveness and love I experienced as a kid at camp changed me. I remember feeling so much more confident to be weird and independent, knowing that
I had these deep friendships with camp people based on the things I really cared
about. Back home, I separated myself from friends of mine who had been bullying other girls. I think that shift freed me up to be a more critical thinker and
someone who actively opposes preying on the weak rather than sitting by,
and being weighed down by self-loathing as a result.
My main goal right now is to learn more about alternative accountability methods like restorative justice and how investigators can play a part in those processes. As an investigator, I work with defendants
who are being preyed upon by the state, caged and tortured primarily because they are poor. A lot of days
that same sense of beloved community that grew out of my childhood at camp keeps me going.

Gabrielle Reisner, 23, Camper: 2006-2010, Staff: 2010-2011
Brooklyn-based Folksinger
My favorite memories of camp are all about Share. (Ed note: Share is camp’s nightly town hall meeting/variety show.) My first Share performance ever was my 12-year
-old-girl version of Johnny Cash’s cover of the Nine Inch Nails’ “Hurt.” Talk
about depressing subject matter for a 12-year-old. My bunkmate Talia Vilaplana danced while I sang and played guitar. This was before my digital camera
took videos, so sadly there is no footage.
I have a bunch of different day jobs in childcare, occasionally working the
door at a nightclub on the Lower East Side. Paying rent in NYC as an artist is
tough, but I’m making it work! I released my debut album in August this year
under the name Gabrielle Marlena, and I’m on tour across the country right
now (currently sitting in Denver, CO) to promote it. I’m working towards a
sustainable career in music!

LISTEN to Gabrielle’s new album Good Music for You
Soundcloud / Spotify / iTunes / Bandcamp
Official Website: www.gabriellemarlena.com
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Carllee James, 26, Camper: 2001-2008, Staff: 2009-2016. Carllee will be back in 2018!
ASL Interpreter and Translator
I recently graduated from Gallaudet University with a masters in Sign Language
Interpretation and Translation. Izzy Finkelstein was my peer writing tutor so we
have her to thank for the cohesion of my thesis. I now work as a freelance sign
language interpreter as well as a crew member at Trader Joe's! Balance!
Camp explicitly teaches campers and staff to stand up and advocate/fight/cheer
for the rights of others. The work that I do as an interpreter is driven by that
philosophy and directly motivated by a desire to see the world become a better,
more accessible place.
My favorite activity in camp was impromptu singing with Ira. Just yesterday at
Trader Joes as I walked to my register, I called out "there was a Man..." waiting
for someone to finish the response in “The Billy Goat Song.” (Ed. Note: “The
Billy Goat Song” is a beloved camp folk song.)

Rosa Perr, 26, Camper: 2002-2008, Staff: 2009-2011
Tattoo Artist
I am a hand-poke or stick-and-poke tattoo artist. That means I don’t use a machine. I am the machine. It is a comfortable and intimate alternative to getting a
tattoo in a parlor, which are often male dominated spaces. I believe tattoos are
a gift you give to yourself. For a lot of people, women especially, tattoos are a
way of reclaiming one’s body. Tattoos can help remind us to appreciate and
love ourselves. Through my work I try to instill in my clients the same sense of
confidence and self-love my counselors and Camp gave me.

Camp is such a loving and accepting community. There was a sense of belonging I felt at camp that I had never felt anywhere else. I loved my counselors so
much. They were like big sisters and they preached self-love in a world that otherwise told young girls we would never be never good enough. Camp helped
me develop a self-confidence that I doubt I'd have found until much later in
life. So for me, Camp is the best place on earth. To this day whenever I am
around camp people I feel happy and loved. I especially love how often we sing together at camp. There
is something so powerful about singing with a group of people and the strength of our voices multiplied.
Want to see Rosa’s work? Visit her website: www.bluestonebabe.com or follow her on Instagram
@bluestonebabe

Will you share your story with us? We’d love to hear from you
and make these stories an integral part of celebrating Camp
Kinderland’s 100th Anniversary in five years!
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A Sheynem Dank!
Three Cheers for Dennis Cormier, Our Caretaker for Forty Years!
Forty years ago, Camp Kinderland moved to Tolland, Massachusetts. It would take a lot of work to transform our new property into the tsoyberland we know and love today. Enter Dennis Cormier, who stayed on
as a handyman under camp director Elsie Suller and became the full-time caretaker of Camp Kinderland
under camp director Alice Shechter.
Camp Kinderland would not be the same without the care and craftsmanship that Dennis, and now Cindy
True and their Crew, continue to bring to the daily operation of and maintenance of camp. This year
alone, Dennis, Cindy and the maintenance crew renovated the Rec Hall, repainted the Dining Hall, and
installed new docks in the waterfront (made possible by a generous legacy donation from Lyber Katz).
Camp Kinderland will always be grateful.

The repainted Pete Seeger
Dining Hall on a beautiful day
in Tolland!

Dennis working on the Rec Hall.

Our new Waterfront docks!

Kinderland Thanks the Puffin Foundation!
Every summer we are grateful to receive a very generous grant from the
Puffin Foundation which provides funding for the ARTS for our campers. This year, the grant provided for visits from folk singer Charlie King
and jazz fiddler/composer Charlie Burnham. We gave our kids the opportunity to
go to see dance at Jacobs Pillow and plays at the Barrington Stage Theater in the Berkshires. We took a group of campers to the 3 Sisters Sanctuary, where they had our campers make an artistic installation that they
then contributed to the Sanctuary. Also, this summer we once again met
with 20 campers from Israel, half of whom are Palestinians and the other half
Jewish. We spent our time together going to a lake where we shared our
histories and learned about each other’s cultures. Not only does Puffin
allow us the outside activities but also helps fund our own theatrical program
where we put on two plays and our arts and crafts & pottery program.
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Thank you Ileana Font-Soloway!
The Board of Directors acknowledges with great appreciation the hard
work of Ileana Font-Soloway, Director of Development. As a camper
from 1994-2001, Ileana developed a love for Camp, and gave back to
our community by serving as Development Director from Jan. 2012 –
Sept. 2017. In this capacity, she first upgraded the Kinderland website,
and created a robust electronic database to facilitate communication with
the Camp community. She assumed the reins and breathed new life into
the Phonathon and Benefit Weekends, along with spearheading altogether new
fundraising opportunities such as basketball tournaments, novel crowdsourcing campaigns (for our new basketball court, beds, and scholarships), and the first-of-its-kind Arts and Activism Festival. A tireless, impeccably organized worker, Ileana brought fresh ideas to the operations and structure of the Board.
The Camp community owes Ileana a huge “boom chicka boom” for her many years of service, and we
wish her well in her new role as Donor Engagement Officer for the International Rescue Committee,
where she will further expand her professional skills.

WANTED

Camp Kinderland Photos and Memorabilia!
Camp Kinderland has an extensive photo and memorabilia archive at NYU’s
Tamiment Library! Click here to see some of the archive!
Do you have piece of Kinderland’s history that you’d like to see preserved for future
generations? Send it in or contact us at CindyZ@Kinderland.org
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