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OPENING NIGHT SPEECHES
EAST L.A. CHICANO WALKOUT
Our theme for the summer is “The People Speak: Telling the truth and changing the narrative.” A
narrative is a story and a false narrative is that story being twisted for the public.
Our false narrative was the treatment and perception of Mexican-Americans, or Chicanos. They were
viewed as lazy and irresponsible, and because of that, students were not educated properly.
Fifty years ago, in 1968, over 15,000 students from eight schools in East L.A. walked out to protest the
discriminatory education system. These students were predominantly Mexican-American and they
were demanding equal and better opportunities in their schools.
Students today are still walking out for equal rights, such as the walkout for gun control on April 20 of
this year, showing that the hard work of the Chicano students for their rights was not in vain, and is
still inspiring people today.
THE LITTLE ROCK NINE
Imagine how you feel on the first day of school. Excited? Nervous? Perhaps, but you were not afraid
for your safety. For Elizabeth Eckford, one of the Little Rock Nine, this was probably the case. The
angry mob that greeted her and her fellow Black students was so violent that the spit from their mouths
ruined the dress Elizabeth had made for herself. They threatened her life. They called her the worst
possible names. They burned an effigy of a Black man near the school. Over the following year, the
Little Rock Nine were separated, attacked, and bullied.
But they weren’t doing this just for themselves. The little Rock Nine were a well-chosen, well-trained
group of students who set out to challenge segregation and change the narrative. Jim Crow school
segregation, the law of the South for 50 years, had just been overturned by the Supreme Court. By
showing the world the cruelty of Jim Crow, these nine launched a movement to desegregate schools
nationwide.

Today, mandatory segregation is illegal, but schools are actually less integrated that they were in the
80s. Zoned schools, district-based funding, standardized test, Charter schools, the end of integration
programs and social pressure have undone or prevented progress. If you attend school in New York
City, you are part of the most segregated system in the United States. Although the Little Rock Nine
experienced the horrors of a now long-gone institution, in some ways they experienced a very present
reality.

TRAIL OF DREAMS
We are the Trail of Dreams. Dreamers are children who were brought to this country by their
guardians, and they stayed in the United States, undocumented. The term “dreamer” refers to this first
DREAM Act, proposed in 2001. DREAM stands for Development Relief Education for Alien Minors.
Through education, work, or military service, high school graduates would gain US citizenship.
Unfortunately, no version of the DREAM Act has passed till this very day.
In 2010, four student immigrant activists started the Trail of Dreams walk. The trail was a 1,500 mile
journey from Miami, Florida, to Washington D.C. to put political pressure on politicians to pass the
DREAM Act. The marchers also wanted to put a human face on the immigration movement and share
their stories with people they met along the way as well as the nation at large.
Along the way, the marchers met many obstacles, including the fact that three of the student leaders
were undocumented. This means they could have been arrested and deported at any point. The
marchers met with local officers, sheriffs, and even federal agents to share their stories face to face.
These stories tried to change the false narratives about immigrants in the United States. Many
marchers were students, not much older than us. Although the DREAM Act has not yet passed, the
Trail of Dreams sparked a nation-wide discussion about the experiences of undocumented youth.

UPRISING OF THE 20,000
Our team represents the workers in sweatshops that stood up for better working conditions in garment
factories. The workers were mostly women and immigrants, who worked in harsh conditions with
little pay. At that time, the unions within the garment industry were dominated by men. One such
union was the International Ladies’ Garment Workers Union (ILGWU).
On November 22, 1909, thousands of workers convened to discuss and vote on a general strike. After
hearing male union leaders tread carefully around the idea of a strike, Ukrainian Jewish immigrant
Clara Lemlich spoke briefly to inspire the workers to vote for a strike. The next day, approximately
20,000 workers, 75% women, took to the streets of New York in an unprecedented display of unity and
strength. Among their demands were a 20% pay raise and a 52-hour work week. The demands were
met by nearly every factory. Today we remember and honor the legacy of these workers as the power
of union solidarity is challenged across the nation. We represent the continuing fight for women,
immigrant and workers’ rights.

OLYMPIC COMMITTEE GREETINGS

LITTLE ROCK NINE
Children, go where I send thee
How shall I send thee?
I’m gonna send thee nine by nine
Nine for the nine who wanted to shine
Equal education for the Little Rock Nine

EAST L.A. CHICANO WALKOUT

FERGUSON/BLACK LIVES MATTER

These schools should be for learning
But that’s not what they do
In 1968 Chicanos walked right out of school
Chicanos walk it out!
East L.A. walk it out!
Students walk it out!
We all gon’ walk it out

When you go down to Ferguson
You better bring your signs
Get the news crews filming
And change our times
We know that Black lives matter
We’re shouting in the streets
Better pay attention:
NO JUSTICE – NO PEACE!

TRAIL OF DREAMS

UPRISING OF THE 20,000

You may say I’m a dreamer
And we’re marching on as one
From Miami to the White House
And the work has only just begun

Why did the 20,000 workers go striking?
Why did Clara have the courage to speak?
For wages and hours and better conditions
For safety, gelt and dignity
They went on strike!

SONGS
LITTLE ROCK NINE
(to the tune of “You Say You Want a Revolution”)
You say you want integration
Well, you know
We all want to change the schools
It started with the constitution
But it wasn’t enough
We all want to change the schools
When you talk about separate but equal
Don’t you know that you can count me out
So you know it’s gonna be all right
Cause it’s no longer gonna be all white
EAST L.A. CHICANO WALKOUT (parody of “I Want it That Way”)
39 desires/ Our school’s run by liars
Believe when we say/ We want it to change
They see us like we’re apparate
They treat us with no heart
So we say:
Walk out of East LA
[Chorus]
Tell me why/ Got nothing in our funding
Tell me why/ Our classes are struggling
Tell me why/ Our education gives us nothing
Let’s walk out of East LA
We want less violence
We won’t be silenced
We want to learn our history
It’s been kept a mystery

[Chorus 2]

[Chorus followed by Bridge]

Tell me why/ Racism is still going on
Tell me why/ Underpaid workers are sewing strong
Tell me why/The DREAM act is still a dream
We stand with all the teams

Now there are families broken apart
Trapped behind border walls
No matter the struggle, I want you to hear
And listen to our calls.

Tell me why/ Got nothing in our funding
Tell me why/ Our classes are struggling
Tell me why/ These teachers are buggin’
Let’s walk out of East LA (2x)

STRIKE OF THE 20,000
At first we were afraid, we were petrified
We thought we’d never get a say with all these union guys
But then we spent so many nights, working hard and working long
We grew strong, we knew we had to carry on
When we got back in our small space
We knew we had to put our evil bosses in their place
People were scared, even though they knew it was the only way
Then Clara Lemlich stood up and said, “I have something to say.”
[Pre-Chorus]:
Come on now, strike! WE must uprise!
You better watch out, ‘cause we’re exposing all your lies
They were the ones who locked us all inside
There was a fire and 146 people died
Chorus]:
We won’t give up! We’ll organize!
If we can join the union, we know that we will thrive
We can’t wait one more day; we deserve higher pay
We’ll organize! We’ll organize!
People all over the world are fighting just like us
Nine children walked into a school and people made a fuss
And in East LA at the border and in Ferguson
There are still so many battles that we have yet to win
TRAIL OF DREAMS (to the tune of “Party in the USA”)
They started off the trail in Florida
With a dream of equal rights
Marching through land promising success,
Well, if you’re rich and white
2001
Dream Act proposed the first time
9 years later and Congress won’t sign
This is all so crazy
pre-chorus
Why can’t everyone live safely?
Education, work, or military service
To be a citizen we have to be perfect
Let’s tell the dreamers stories loud and clear
And the marching just goes on
And the marching just goes on
And the marching just goes on →

Chorus:
So we put our signs up
We’ll help them stay strong
Our students all deserve to stay
Marching for dreamers, yeah!
Changing the narrative, yeah!
We put our signs up
It’s been too long
Won’t stop until the people say
Yeah, welcome to the USA
Yeah, welcome to the USA
College students march with pride
Listen to their chanting sound
Fight their cruel words with love on hate
Change minds of people all around
Carlos, Felipe, Juan and Gabby
Walked 15 hundred miles from Miami
All the way to DC
Risked deportation to be seen
Pre-chorus; Chorus; Bridge
20k starting up a strike (up a strike)
Chicano walkout will unite (will unite)
Black lives matter that’s the truth (that’s
the truth)
Little rock educate the youth

FERGUSON/BLACK LIVES MATTER (to “Halo,” by Beyoncé)
Mike Brown was unarmed/ But they still shot him down
The policeman wasn’t charged for murder/
The policeman wasn’t charged at all
But this is nothing new/ The struggle’s been here so long
Fight racism in America/ They are all standing strong
Chorus:
We all must awaken/
To the rules police are breaking
The narrative they are faking/
They’ll never shut our voices out
Everywhere I’m looking now/
I see people of every race
Fighting for Black lives together
Their struggle won’t be erased
Stand with Ferguson/ And the struggle they are in
Remember that Black lives matter/ Our patience is growing thin
Remember Trayvon, Eric Mike Brown (4x)
One hashtag to unite/ Everyone must join the fight
Standing with Black Lives Matter/ Ignorance isn’t right
Police should never kill/ Using their power to oppress
They say we’re created equal/ But they treat some like less
Chorus
[new last lines]: Remember Sandra Tamir Alton (2x)
Remember Samuel and Philando (2x)

SCRIPT
LITTLE ROCK NINE
SCENE 1: 1950’s False Narrative
A table and two chairs, center stage. SPEAKER 1 and SPEAKER 2 are on stage, reading a newspaper.
NARRATOR walks on stage.
NARRATOR: Little Rock, September 4th, 1957: It has been three years since the Supreme Court
declared segregation in public schools to be unconstitutional in their decision, Brown vs. Board of Ed.
Yet Little Rock’s schools remain segregated by race, with Little Rock Central High School serving
exclusively White students. Nine Black students hope to integrate the school today, with the
permission of the superintendent of schools.
SPEAKER 1 and SPEAKER 2 close the paper.
SPEAKER 1: Can you believe this?
SPEAKER 2: Unbelievable
SPEAKER 1: Blacks. In Our schools!
SPEAKER 2: Disgusting.
SPEAKER 1: Don’t they know to stay in their place?
SPEAKER 2: What do they even need to go to school for anyway? I don’t think that they even want to
be educated. I’ve never seen one in a classroom, and I don’t want to see one.
SPEAKER 1: I don’t wanna go to school with them.
SPEAKER 2: I don’t wanna go to school with some nasty troublemaker.
SPEAKER 1 and SPEAKER 2: We’re gonna stop this!

SCENE 2: 2018 False Narrative
A table and two chairs, center stage. SPEAKER 3 and SPEAKER 4 are sitting, talking.
SPEAKER 3: Hey!
SPEAKER 4: Hey! It’s so good to see you. We never get to hang out.
SPEAKER 3: I know! Ever since I moved to the suburbs, it’s so hard to
meet up. I wish I still lived in Park Slope with you.
SPEAKER 4: We only see each other at camp. When we start 9th grade
in September, we’ll see each other even less.

SPEAKER 3: Ugh, High School. I already hate it. I got summer homework and it’s so boring.
SPEAKER 4: What’s it about?
SPEAKER 3: It’s about Jim Crow, and how segregated everything used to be.
SPEAKER 4: Oy, I hate history.
SPEAKER 3: I know right! Like, it’s all just dead people anyway.
SPEAKER 4: Exactly! Like, we don’t need it. It’s already happened.
SPEAKER 3: Facts. Every year in school we learn about Jim Crow and MLK and the Little Rock
Nine. I’m sick of it. There are so many racial injustices- Police brutality, job discrimination, antiimmigration laws. But segregation? That’s the past.
SPEAKER 4; Plus, it’s not like we’re racists or anything. We go to Kinderland!
SPEAKER 3: Yeah, we’re progressives! We know Jim Crow is bad, and that we will never let it
happen again.
SPEAKER 4: How could it? We live in the most diverse city on Earth. I see people from all over the
world on the train, on the bus, in Prospect Park. We’re a true melting pot.
SPEAKER 3: New York couldn’t do Jim Crow if we tried.
Scene 3: 1950’s Narrative Changed
An ANGRY MOB takes the stage. They are divided into two sections.
NARRATOR walks on stage.
NARRATOR 1: Little Rock, September 5th, 1957. Yesterday, an angry mob of White protestors
blocked the nine Black students who were hoping to integrate Little Rock Central High School.
Governor Orval Faubus called in the Arkansas Guard...to protect the mob. Governor Faubus claimed
that it was to “preserve the peace”, but in the Governor’s mind, it was the Little Rock Nine who were
disturbing the peace, despite the fact that the Little Rock Nine were acting with permission of the Little
Rock school system.
NARRATOR 2: The Little Rock Nine were a group of well-trained, carefully chosen students, who
knew that their presence would not be well received. The Little Rock Nine were not random, but they
were normal. They were teenagers not much older than most of you. They hadn't had much experience
with the growing civil rights movement.. And they had never faced anything like the mob they were
about to face.
ANGRY MOB: (All Together at once): GO HOME! KEEP OUR SCHOOL WHITE! WE DON'T
WANT YOU! RACE MIXING IS COMMUNIST
When the narrator introduces each student, the mob freezes in place. As each name is called, tht
character walks across stage, pausing in center.

NARRATOR: Melba Pattillo Beals. Melba walks across stage, pausing in the center
MELBA PATTILLO BEALS: Mostly what I think about when I think back is how sad for somebody
(to go through that) when they're 15, Because when you're 15 you want to be loved and accepted, and I
just wasn't ready for the kind of response I would get coming to school.
NARRATOR: Minnijean Brown Trickey.
MINNIJEAN BROWN TRICKEY: I really think that we were afraid to look at the mob: at least I was.
So we just heard it and it was like a sports event, that sound, the roar, but it was a roar of hatred, and
just thinking about it makes me shake.
NARRATOR: Ernest Green.
ERNEST GREEN: I was the first from the little rock nine to graduate from Central High; I had
entered as a senior in 1957.
NARRATOR: Gloria Ray Karlmark
GLORIA RAY KARLMARK: I was 15 when I tried to enter the school. Later in life I became a
public school teacher, and moved to Sweden.
NARRATOR: Carlotta Walls LaNier.
CARLOTTA WALLS LANIER: At age 14 I was the youngest of the little rock nine to enter the
school.
ANGRY MOB resumes.
NARRATOR: Thelma Mothershed-Wair.
THELMA MOTHERSHED-WAIR: I am often known as the leader of the little rock nine, and later in
life I received the national humanitarian award.
NARRATOR: Terrence Roberts.
TERRENCE ROBERTS: I was part of the effort to integrate Central High. Later in life I became the
director of mental health services at a hospital, and was featured many times in interviews during
Obama's inauguration.
NARRATOR: Jefferson Thomas
JEFFERSON THOMAS: "If Little Rock taught us nothing more, it taught us that problems can make
us better. Much better."
NARRATOR: Elizabeth Eckford.
ELIZABETH ECKFORD: I didn’t have a phone so I wasn’t informed that all the other students were
entering at the same time, so I had to face the angry mob outside the school all alone.

NARRATOR: It would be three weeks before the Little Rock Nine could even enter the school. The
mob was so dangerous that the students required the protection of the U.S army, ordered in by
President Eisenhower. By then, images of the cruelty of the angry mob, and more importantly, images
of the dignity of the Little Rock Nine, had been seen across America.
No longer was the narrative dominated by intolerant White people.The narrative of Black students as
disgusting or dangerous gave way to a narrative of these Black students as noble, dignified people
seeking an education. Governor Faubus tried to paint the Little Rock Nine as the problem, but thanks
to their patience and perseverance, he failed.
(Seamless transition into dance break :)

Scene 4: 2018 Narrative Changed.
An INTEGRATE NYC ACTIVIST is on stage left. SPEAKER 4 enters.
INTEGRATE NYC ACTIVIST: Stay after school for a teach-in! Stay after school for a teach-in!
SPEAKER 4: Oh, a teach-in? A teach-in on what? Something Trump-related?
ACTIVIST: This predates Trump. It’s on school segregation, specifically our own schools in New
York.
SPEAKER 4: Segregation? Like Jim Crow? I thought only the South did that. And isn’t that illegal?
ACTIVIST: Wow, you have a lot to learn. Come afterschool, bring a friend if you’d like. We’ve got
our work cut out.
SPEAKER 3 and ACTIVIST Exit. SPEAKER 3 & 4, AND INTEGRATE NYC PROTESTORS ENTER.
SPEAKER 4: Thanks for coming (Speaker 3). I was kind of afraid to show up alone.

SPEAKER 3: No problem. This is about Jim Crow right? Maybe it’ll help me with my homework.
INTEGRATE NYC PROTESTORS are on stage.
ACTIVIST: Welcome to Integrate NYC. We, the students, demand that New York public schools
provide a diverse and inclusive environment for every New York public school student. Our schools
isolate students of color, students of low income, and student with special needs in failing schools that
do not reflect the diversity of our city. New York is 25% Black, 25% Hispanic, 33% White and 17%
Asian. Think about your school. Does your school look like your city?
SPEAKER 3: Well...Not exactly. There were a few kids of color in my class today, but not many. And
most of them came from Park Slope.
SPEAKER 4: But that’s just one school. New York is so diverse, there have to be more diverse
schools out there.
ACTIVIST: Some, sure. But diversity is often the exception, not the norm. Half of New York public
schools contain 12 White students or fewer. 235,000 Students attend a school where every student
qualifies for free or reduced priced lunch. That’s an indicator of poverty. 70% of New York’s public
school students are Black or Hispanic, yet they are systematically underrepresented in elite schools.
Only 12% of Stuyvesant High School, one of New York’s most competitive, is Black and Hispanic,
and the freshman class of 2015 had only 10 Black students out of an incoming class of 800. The
numbers are better at other schools, but not much.
SPEAKER 3: That’s terrible! But what can we do about it? It’s not like there’s a law that segregates
students anymore?
ACTIVIST: There are things the city could do today. We are not powerless. We vow to work until:
1. New York adopts an algorithm to emphasize racial and socioeconomic minorities in selective
high schools
2. The city creates an Office of Student Integration and Equity whose job is to promote
integration in city schools
3. The city completes a yearly “equity check” in every district to ensure the resources for a
“sound, basic education”, which include AP classes, PSAL sports, and proper music and arts
education.
School segregation is more complicated than it used to be, but it’s no less important to fight!
SPEAKER 4: Wow, I never knew any of this. I never thought of my school as part of the problem.
ACTIVIST:

Join our movement, and perhaps, your school won’t be.
Scene 5: Conclusion

Narrator: Segregation in schools continues to be a problem to this day. It's important that people
continue to speak and change the narrative just as The Little Rock Nine did in 1957. These nine brave
children simply by going to school began changing the narrative of how people viewed not only
segregation within schools but throughout all of society. It’s important today to continue speaking out
against injustices and continue spreading the truth in order to change the narrative.

FERGUSON/BLACK LIVES MATTER
The children were given this picture and these directions: Describe what you see. 2) Pretend you are
that boy, and write a diary or journal entry, explaining why you decided to stand there, and what you
are feeling and thinking OR 3) Write the story you think this picture is telling. Why is he standing
there? What might he be thinking, or trying to do?
Below are some of their responses
The police decided that they had to have complete riot gear. This makes the picture powerful
because the boy is obviously harmless; he is young, unarmed and gentle-looking. The police
are using extreme brutality on any protester even if he is peaceful. Also, the kid looks kind of
scared, like he doesn’t trust the police not to hurt him, which should never be the case if you
are not breaking the law. – Sonya, Teens
I am standing in front of a bunch of white police, protesting against them. I’m scared because
I’m wondering if they’re going to shoot me. – Sofia, Lower Seniors
Maybe he is trying to stop the police from doing something. I think he’s scared because he’s a
little kid standing in front of a lot of police. Maybe he’s thinking, “Will they hurt me?” –
Poppy, Inters
I decided to stand here because my skin isn’t any different than a white person’s. I was just
thinking the whole time to myself, will I die? Will I see my family again? My friends? Why
are they doing this to me? I’m just a little boy? Did I do something wrong? I don’t think I did.

