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OPENING NIGHT SPEECHES 

RAINBOW COALITION 

“We say you don’t fight racism with racism – we’re gonna 
fight racism with solidarity.  We say you don’t fight capitalism 
with Black capitalism; you fight capitalism with socialism.”  
Those were the words of Fred Hampton, one of the leaders of 
the Black Panther Party in Chicago.  The Black Panther Party 
was a revolutionary organization that aimed to feed, house and 
educate their community about the many struggles they faced. 
In the quote, Fred Hampton speaks about a new way to 
improve the living conditions of the Black community by 
shifting from the systems of power that oppressed them and 
doing it with solidarity.  That’s why he reached out to the 
Young Lords, a group of working-class Puerto Ricans, and the 
Young Patriots Organization, a group of poor whites.  Together they would form the Rainbow 
coalition. 

The union of these three groups was historic and an example of revolutionary racial solidarity.  
They came together to fight for healthcare and food for their communities, and to fight against 
police brutality and gentrification.   

Even though Fred Hampton’s murder at the hands of the police led the rainbow coalition to 
eventually disband, it is important to remember that these issues are still prevalent today and that 
we must keep fighting the systems that oppress us with solidarity.  As Jose “Cha Cha” Jimenez, 
leader of the Young Lords said, “Our communities were fighting for the same cause, and in that 
unity there was strength.” 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF MINE, MILL AND SMELTER WORKERS 

We are the International Union of Mine, Mill and 
Smelter Workers, also known as Mine-Mill.  Our union 
reflects the theme of fighting racism with solidarity 
through our anti-racist organizing, which was practiced 
by few other unions in the early 1900s.  Mine-Mill was 
well-known for its unique Black leadership.  Mine Mill 
also had communist party ties, which made it a prime 
target for red scare propaganda.  This propaganda, 
perpetuated by rival unions and private company agents, 
led to their eventual downfall in the 1950s, especially 

after the Taft-Hartley Act was passed.  This Act made all union leaders sign affidavits that they 
were not communists.  Mine-Mill refused to comply and their power was significantly 



diminished. Soon after, they were expelled from the CIO for their communist connections, 
leading to their demise the early 1950s.   

Despite this, Mine-Mill was a huge influence for the civil right movement, anti-racism work and 
workers’ rights around the world.  Today, in the 21st century, Amazon workers and steel workers 
continue to fight for workers’ rights. 

 

IDLE NO MORE 

We are Idle No More!  We are a movement started by three indigenous 
Canadian women and one ally in opposition to a Canadian bill that would 
push back on significant environmental regulations.  But the issue is bigger 
than just that bill. This is a world issue.   It affects indigenous people and 
homes throughout the world, destroying families and communities.  People 
are deprived of essential needs because they live on indigenous land. Idle 
No More is a movement against the unjust acquisition of resources. This is 
an urgent struggle, a struggle which has remained serious for centuries. 
There is no time to be complacent, as significant communities around the 
world are being damaged all around us.  Our role is as allies to this 
movement; we are acting in solidarity. Idle no more!  

 

STAR 

STAR, standing for Street Transvestite Action 
Revolutionaries, was a social justice organization founded 
by Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera.  The organization 
was founded on the belief that queer people and people 
living on the streets deserved housing, clothing, food and 
overall equal treatment.  Additionally, STAR was fighting 
for:  self-liberation of one’s own body; the immediate end 
of all police harassment; the end of job discrimination; of 
exploitative practices by doctors against queer people, and 
the end to the oppression of queer bodies. 

STAR was founded by two people of color, and it’s important to remember the massive role that 
people of color played in queer liberation.  We must recognize the resistance against this 
movement pushed specifically by queer white people, who wished to assimilate, rather than to 
abolish an unfair system.  STAR was a community- and solidarity-based organization, looking to 
bring people together, as opposed to elevating some over others.  In the words of Marsha P. 
Johnson, “No pride for some of us without liberation for all of us.” 



TEAM SONGS 

IDLE NO MORE 
[to the tune of “I Knew You Were Trouble,” by Taylor Swift] 
 
Once upon a time,  
In 1492                      
Columbus and his crew      
They sailed the ocean blue 
They displaced (3X) 
 
I guess they didn’t care  
Who was here first 
And as they stole the land 
They did their very worst 
First Nations fought back 
Inuits fought back 
Metis fought back 
 
Columbus is gone 
But the damage still stands 
So we’ll fight for the land 
We’re Idle No More! 
 
They’ve been causing trouble 
Since they walked in 
Still hasn’t come to an end 
Discussions just with white men 
Silencing native voices               
 
Oh! Oh! No! 
We don’t want no pipelines 
Oh! Oh! No! 
Stop extracting the land 

Bill C-43 They try to colonize 
Pretend that they don’t know 
That they’re the reason why 
The planet’s gonna die (3X) 
 
But Idle NO More 
They’re fighting for the world 
Prayer circles and teach-ins 
Building a resistance 
It’s our job to support (3X) 
 
 



We sta-a-a-a-nd  
In solidarity 
With Idle No More 
Indigenous sovereignty 
 
Rainbow Coalition, we’ll fight hand in hand 
Self-determination is our demand 
Mine-Mill, fight to integrate the unions 
Protecting workers’ rights 
With STAR let’s refuse assimilation 
We’ll fight for trans lives 
All together we’ll stand hand in hand 
To protect this sacred land. 
 
Oh! O-Oh 
Idle No More, no more 
Oh! O-Oh 
Idle No More, no more 
 

 
 
 
SONG (to “Power and Glory”) 
 
Come and take a walk with me through this green and stolen land 
Walk through the buildings and remember why they stand 
Walk through the valleys and remember all the pain 
Walk through the land that we’ve unjustly obtained 
 
CHORUS: 
 
Here is a land full of power and glory 
Beauty that words cannot recall 
For her power shall rest on the strength of her freedom 
Her beauty shall rest on us all (on us all) 
The Pueblo, Wichita and the Cherokee, too 



Mohican and Algonquin from the old to the new 
Apache and the Mohawk and the Navajo shore 
We tell you, they were here before 
 
CHORUS [Original verse]: 
 
Yes she’s only as rich as the richest of the poor 
Only as free as a padlocked prison door 
Only as strong as our love for this land 
Only as tall as we stand 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STAR  
    
STONEWALL SONG (to “We Shall Overcome”)    

We come from Stonewall 
Together we stand tall 
Equal rights for all today….                                     
Deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall overcome someday. 
 
Gender is a construct 
We shall wear our hearts 
We must speak our truths today 
 
The cops do not control us 
The army can’t enroll us 
We shall not be shunned today… 
 
We shall overcome 
We are not afraid 
Hand in hand we stand today… 



 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



MINE-MILL SONG (to “Miner’s Lifeguard”) 

Miners, millers, smelter workers 
Join a union for your rights 
Fighting racism in their path 
Still they’re fighting being brave 
Solidarity forever 
All for one and one for all 
Don’t be discouraged by the stigma 
And the union will not fall. 
 
CHORUS: 
 
Union workers stand together 
Heed no sexist, racist tale 
Hand in hand, we’ll stand together 
And the union will prevail 
 
Including people of all races 
Fight bad wages, bad conditions                                        
Don’t forget communist values 
And hold on to what is right 
Fighting segregation in Bessemer 
In both Steel and Amazon 
Don’t be discouraged by the stigma 
And the union will not fail. 
 
 
COME JOIN US  (to the tune of “good 4 u”) 
 
We’re radical and we hit if off in Bessemer 
We formed a union full of miners, millers, smelters, too 
Couple of commies came together, irritated you (ahhh ahhh ahhh ah) 
Integration is the goal that we’ve been working toward 
Unlike all the other unions, Mine Mill fought for more 
Even the Taft-Hartley Law couldn’t shsut us down 
 
CHORUS: 
Hey, come join us we are forming a union, Mine Mill 
Uniting the working class 
Hey, come join us we are stronger together, Mine Mill 
Let’s make sure that this legacy lasts 
Let’s integrate not segregate 
Don’t hate on how we affiliate 
CIO”’s ineffective and we won’t accept it 
We’ll fight racism with solidarity 
 



The forces in and out they keep 
trying to shut us down 
They intimidated workers all around 
the town 
And now it’s happening again 
Tell us, what is up with that (Ahh) 
TCI andf CIO,, they tried to get their 
way 
Remember when we thought that you 
were on our union’s side 
You lied 

We will still fight 
We will never stop the fight for every human’s rights 
 
CHORUS 
 
BRIDGE: 
 
We are all here, let’s join the fight 
Working to advance Trans rights 
We are all here, let’s join the fight 
Rainbow Coalition has the light  
We are all here, let’s join the fight 
This land is native people’s right 
We are all here, let’s join the right 
Solidarity’s in sight – 
 
CHORUS 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
RAINBOW COALITION (to “Rainbow Connection,” by Kermit the Frog) 
 
In 1968 Hampton met Cha-Cha 
The leader of the Young Lords 
They say and they talked about common struggles  
Like housing and brutality 
 
Later that year, Fred Hampton met Thurman 
And Young Patriots joined the cause 
 
CHORUS 
Together they founded the Rainbow Coalition, 
Black Panthers, Young Patriots, Young Lords 
 



Free Breakfast, free clinics, advice and protection 
Community survival programs 
The coalition thought of it, the government stole it,  
Rewriting history 
 
But Rainbow stood strong,  
Still fighting along 
With students and Chicagoans 
 
CHORUS: 
 
Together they founded the Rainbow Coalition, 
Black Panthers, Young Patriots, Young Lords 
 
All of them under that spell 
Y’know solidaritous magic 
 
Together with Mine-Mill, We’re unified with STAR 
We stand with Idle no more 
Integrate unions, give indigenous landf back 
Protecting trans rights evermore 
 
The Coalition believed in socialism 
I mean yeah, we tend to agree 
 
CHORUS 
 
Carrying the mission 
Of the Rainbow Coalition 
The people, that’s you and me 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TEAM CHEERS 

Workers of the land unite 
Join the Union join the fight 
 
We hate capitalism yes we do  
We hate capitalism how ‘bout you 
 
In the lake we will swim 
Acknowledging the land we’re in 
 
We’re not idle with the disc 
Indigenous lives are at risk 
 
Throw the discus down the field 
Mine Mill Unions never yield! 
 
Mine and Mill stand for all 
So the union will not fall 
 
CHEER MEDLEY (by Idle No More) 
 
Stop extracting! Start reacting 
Idle No More! 
 
For the land we will fight                             
Form a union and unite 
 
Rainbow coalition – we love your mission 
Self-determination! Let’s decolonize our nation! 
 
Everyone needs human rights 
Decolonization and trans rights 
 
We will be… We will be 
IDLE NO MORE! 

 

  



TEAM SCRIPTS 

 



 

 

  



 
 



 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF MINE, MILL AND  SMELTER WORKERS 
 
[Person holds up sign reading: 2018, Bessemer, Alabama] 
 
WORKER 1:  Make sure you vote in the upcoming election! 
 
WORKER 2:  This will give us the opportunity to fight for better wages, health insurance, and 
more humane shifts – issues  that primarily impact workers of color here at Amazon. 
 
WORKER 3:  I don’t know about that.  Amazon gives me better wages and stability than my 
previous jobs in fast food, and I have a family to support.  The $15 an hour I make here at 
Amazon is almost twice the Alabama minimum wage that my friends make. 
 



WORKER 4:  ‘I agree!  And what if this union causes our workplace to change in ways we have 
no control over.  Amazon let us take a break from work to hear a man speak about how unions 
are evil.  They take union dues from your paycheck and lead to lower wages!  How do I know 
that the union will have my back? 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  Hmmm… 
 
[The Young Hero walks across stage, joining Grandma in the far left.] 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  Grandma, I don’t know what to do.  Everyone at work is talking about 
this union!  Working at Amazon IS awful – I get no bathroom breaks, I am constantly in pain, 
and there’s no way to advocate for myself.  But this man told a a union would only make it 
worse!  What if Amazon fires me?!  We need this job!  $15 an hour is more than I could make 
somewhere else! 
 

GRANDMA:   Ah, yes.  Companies love to pay people to 
tell you things like that.  Did you question who sent this 
man, or why Amazon would give you time off to listen to 
him.  When has Amazon ever give you paid time off 
before? 
 
THE YOUNG HERO: Well… never, I guess.  I wish I 
knew someone in a union 
 
GRANDMA:  You do!  Back in my day, I myself was part 
of a union here in Bessemer. A union called  The 

International Union Of Mine, Mill And  Smelter Workers.  It provided me and so many others 
with job security, improved wages, and equity at work.  Considering inflation, I made a lot more 
than you do today, working right here in Bessemer just like you! 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  No way! 
 
GRANDMA:   Yup!  In fact, I joined it when it first came to Bessemer in 1918! 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  Grandma!  Who talks like this?  Also, you were aworking adult in 1918?  
How old are you? 
 
[Person holds up sign reading 1918] 
 
GRANDMA:   What are you talking about?  I turned 22 in 1918!  But, more importantly, the 
organizers embodies important values that all unions should prioritize. 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER 1:  Hey, Bessemer! We are Mine Mill … and we want to tell YOU 
what we’re all about!  Firstly, we are anti-racist.  We are are d contracts, and never accept lower 
pay of worse conditions for Black workers. 
 



MINE MILL ORGANIZER 2:  We are also anti-sexist, opposing lower pay for women.  We 
engage and support all genders as part of union efforts. 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER 3:  Additionally, many of us are communists!  But  -- we’ll talk 
about that later.  Communism. 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER 4:  Finally, we place people over profit.  TCI is so rich, yet your 
wages are poor and your conditions awful.  Mine mill organizes for a safe workplace, where you 
get a share of the wealth you create! 
 
[MMOs all chant:  When I say ‘Mine’ you say ‘Mill’!  When I say “Mill” you say ‘Smelter” 2X] 
 

THE YOUNG HERO:  This all 
sounds great, but it’s still super 
theoretical.  How does this 
apply to me job at Amazon, or 
to the real world? 
 
GRANDMA:   It may sound 
theoretical, but Mine Mill 
organizers were creating real 
positive changes in the lives of 
people – right here in Bessemer.  

I was working at Tennessee Coal Iron and Railroad Company, or  TCI, at the time… 
 
[Person holds up sign reading 1918] 
 
WORKER 1:  This work is dangerous.  And dirty.  And awful.  My life is constant misery. 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER 1:  It’s World War I. The United States needs steel to win the war, 
and the rich and powerful need YOUR labor more than you need them!  We workers have more 
political and social leverage than ever before!  This is the time to fight for ourselves! 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER 2:  Integrate the workplace!  Extend fair wages and conditions to 
workers of all races!  You should be united by your class, not divided by your race! 
 
GRANDMA:  This went against the actions of many companies, and even other progressive 
unions at the time, causing many to oppose Mine Mill. 
 
WORKER 1:  ignore him!  The communist unions offer to make you equal to the bosses but that 
would make everyone equal.  Do we really want that? 
 
GRANDMA:   I remember two men, Ulysses Hale and Edward Crough, come from the union to 
help us organize.  A group of vigilantes, organized by the company, kidnapped and beat them 
both.  Crough was white, and was released.  Hale was Black.  He was painfully covered in tar, 
feathered, and threatened with hanging. 



 
[During this exchange, two people, representing Crough and Hale, stand at stage front.  Crough 
walks away, hurt, while Hale is aggressively carried away] 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  But these vigilantes were prosecuted, right/ 
 
GRANDMA:  They went on to form the Bessemer branch of the Ku Klux Klan, living free and 
terrorizing anybody who challenged the racial hierarchy. 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  That’s horrific!  I had no idea how closely connected workers’ issues are 
to racism. 
 
GRANDMA:  Right?  And this became even more clear once the economy began to decline 
during the Great Depression. 
 
[Person holds up sign reading 1933, Great Depression] 
 
WORKER 3:  Is this a great time to be alive?  
 
WORKER 4:  No!  It’s greatly depressing! 
 
WORKER 5:  Help!  My hours and wages have been cut! 
 
WORKER 6:  I just got laid off! 
 
WORKER 5:  This whole American Dream thing isn’t as good as it seemed! 
 
WORKER 1:  And it’s all because of capitalism! 
 
GRANDMA:  Things were never good for workers, but in the 30’s they were especially bad.  
Workers of all races were suffering, and began to reconsider their views on everything – 
including labor, capital, and race.  I remember this because this was the time around my 22nd 
birthday! 
 
[Person holds up sign reading 1938] 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER:  Join Mine Mill!  The economy has changed but we have not!  It’s 
time for action!  IT’s time for a union that will strike for better pay and fair hours for workers of 
all races!  The Union election is tomorrow.  Reject the Klan!  Vote Mine Mill! 
 
WORKER 3:  I never liked you Commies – but you may have a point. 
 
WORKER 4:  Come on!  Things are bad and we need change.  For the first time, I’m thinking 
we are more united by our class than we are divided by our race. 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER 2:  All in favor of Mine Mill, say Union! 



 
ALL:  UNION! 
 
MINE MILL ORGANIZER:  Mine Mill won!  Time to strike for our rights! 
 

DANCE:   
 
WORKER 5:  Yay!  The strike was a success!  Now 80% of those represented by Mine Mill Are 
Black, and a significant percentage of union leadership is Black as well. 
 
WORKER 4:  And collectively we made progress toward earning $100,000 in backpay! 
 
GRANDMA:  That is about $2 million dollars today! 
 
WORKER 6:  Me and 159 of my friends were rehired, too! 
 
ALL:  HOORAY! 
 
YOUNG HERO:  I wish Amazon had a union like that, even though these guys seem like a 
bunch of Commies.  
 
GRANDMA:  Yes, actually we were a bunch of   commies!  Mine Mill was pro-communism, 
and was led by communist leaders such as Maurice Travis, who was vice president of Mine Mill 
in 1946, the year I turned 22. 
 
[Person holds up sign reading 1946] 
 
MAURICE TRAVIS:  I am Maurice Travis.  To me, being a communist means that everyone in 
our workplace should have the resources and respect they need, including people of all races and 
genders! 
 
WORKER 1:  Awesome!  Does everyone think this way? 
 



MAURICE TRAVIS:  Sadly, NO!  Mine Mill is actually part of the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, the CIO, which is pretty conservative, and opposed to these communist and anti-
racist ideas. 
 
WORKER 2:  Awww, man! 
 
Which reminds me, my child, you must make sure that in YOUR union, you emphasize these 
ideas of equality and inclusion. 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:    Yeah, yeah, but were Mine Mill’s values able to persevere? 
 
[Person holds up sign reading1947] 
 
GRANDMA:  I’m glad you asked.  A year later, I 1947, on my 22nd birthday, a law was passed 
that did a lot of damage to Mine Mill and the values it held dear. (Sniffs sadly)  It was called the 
Taft-Hartley Act. 
 
[Workers, sitting on stage, boo] 
 
SENATOR TAFT:  I’M Senator Taft and I hate MINE Mill!    
 
WORKERS:  BOOOO! 
 
SENATOR HARTLEY:  I’m Senator Hartley, and communism is a no go!  We demand that all 
union leaders sign an oath that they do not support communist ideas. 
 
SENATOR TAFT:  Yeah!  We also say you don’t have to pay union dues and you can’t strike 
for political causes. 
 
SENATORS [in unison]: We’re talking to you, Mine Mill! 
 
MAURICE TRAVIS:  This goes against my morals.  I refuse to sign this oath! 
 
THE YOUNG HERO: Wow!  How brave and inspiring! 
 
GRANDMA:  So true.  But sadly, this legislation and similar anti-communist measures were the 
beginning of the end of Mine Mill, despite Travis’ bravery.  In fact, a few years later, when I was 
about 22, the CIO expelled Mine Mill, along with its progressive values of anti-racism, anti-
sexism, and pro-communism. 
 
SENATOR TAFT:  Yes! Go McCarthyism!  The red scare won! 
 
SENATOR HARTLEY:  We made them fear communism and their union lost power! 
 
SENATOR TAFT:  Bye-bye integrated workplaces! 
 



SENATOR HARTLEY:  Bye-bye equal distribution of wealth!  [Workers cry] 
 
GRANDMA:    One by one, factory and mine workers voted for less progressive, less integrated 
unions, or for no union at all.  The last Mine Mill local disbanded in 1993. 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  Awww, no!  I wanted a union like Mine Mill to represent me and MY 
colleagues. 
 
GRANDMA:  Don’t despair, my child.  While Mine Mill no longer represents workers today, we 
can all be inspired by this organization and the values it embodied.  This means joining your 
union, forging coalitions with others, and centering marginalized voices in your workplace and 
beyond.  That means the voices of indigenous, multi-racial transgender workers. [Points to 
corresponding teams during this] 
 
THE YOUNG HERO:  Alexa, sign me up for the union!  Oh, and Alexa, play Olivia Rodrigo’s 
newest song. 
 
SONG  [Crowd goes wild] 
 
[Person holds up sign reading TODAY] 
 
WORKER 1:  Despite the engagement of our Yung Hero, the manipulative, union-busting tactics 
of Amazon, which included constant surveillance, changed traffic signs to prevent organizers 
from approaching warehouses, and confusing propaganda, all contributed to the failure to 
unionize Amazon in 2018. 
 
WORKER 2:  However, this does not mean that the fights of progressive, anti-racist unions such 
as Mine Mill are over. 
 
WORKER 3:  Today, workers across the country continue to fight for $15 an hour minimum 
wage, while Amazon workers persevere in the struggle to unionize. 
 
WORKER 4:  Alongside them, workers at Frito-Lay and Google work toward increasing 
organization every day. 
 
WORKER 5:  It is our job to never stop fighting racism, in solidarity with workers’ movements 
everywhere. 

 
 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
STAR SKIT  
 
Scene 1: 
 
(Set at a sit-in; people holding signs and chanting)  
 
Narrator: In 1970, an LGBTQ community had planned a dance to be held at NYU.  NYU later 
cancelled the dance, and protesters organized a sit-in 
 
Off Screen Cops: NYPD! OPEN UP! 
 
(Crowd scatters except for Marsha P Johnson and Sylvia Rivera) 
 
Activist 1: Why are we running? We should be fighting back! 
 
Activist 2: We need an organization to help and protect transvestites and others in the LGBTQ 
community! 
 
Activist 1 & 2: We need to take action! 
 
Narrator: The Stonewall Riot and the Weinstein Hall sit-in jump-started the LBGTQ movement 
and the formation of STAR as an organization. 
 

 
 
Scene 2: 
 
(Unhoused person sitting on the street with “Need Help”sign. Narrator walks on with STAR 
sign) 
 
Narrator: Housing discrimination was a major problem in the LGBTQ community, especially 
among people of color. Many did not have stable housing and were forced to live on the street. 



 
Narrator (to unhoused person): Have you heard about STAR? 
 
Unhoused person: No. What is that? 
 
Narrator: They can provide help for you. Their doors are always open to give support. They are 
at 213 East 2nd St. I can help you find a place where housing can be provided and where people 
care for your rights as much as you do. 
 
Unhoused Person: Thank you so much! 
 
(Unhoused Person and Narrator walk off stage together) 
 
Scene 3:  (Narrator and Unhoused Person walk on stage together) 
Narrator: Here it is! Right through that door. 
 
Unhoused Person: Thank you, I appreciate the kindness 
 
(Unhoused person sits down and meets group inside. Sylvia and Marsha P Johnson walk over) 
 
Sylvia Rivera: Welcome to STAR house! I’m happy that you’ve decided to come here. My name 
is Sylvia Rivera. 
 
Marsha P Johnson: And my name is Marsha P Johnson 
 
Unhoused person: What is this place? 
 
Sylvia Rivera: Well, we started this place as a safe haven for at-risk people in the LGBTQ 
community. STAR is an organization that fights for the rights of the people who need housing 
and for the most oppressed LBGTQ people.  We don’t let cops push us around. We provide 
protection, housing, community, and support for those who need it.   
 
Marsha: We’re glad to have you here! 
 
Unhoused Person: That’s amazing! I’m so grateful I found this place. 
 
Scene 4: 
 
(Protest with STAR, Young Lords, and Black Panthers: all chanting)  
 
Sylvia Rivera: Standing together makes us so much stronger. Black Panthers, Young Lords, and 
STAR being united makes us a force to reckon with. 
 
Black Panthers: We stand in solidarity with STAR and all people in the struggle for change! 
 
Young Lords: The people united can never be defeated! 



Narrator: Although STAR was dissolved in 1973, people of different colors, genders, and classes 
came together to make others aware of the issues facing those oppressed and marginalized in 
their own LGBT community. This fight is still happening today. Our fight for solidarity still 
continues! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~ 

 
A FEW OF MANY INTERTEAM ACTIVITIES 

 
CHORUS, with Pauli, sang “Ale Brider” with new verses written for the 
Olympics, and “Web of Love.” 

 
 

FRED HAMPTON ZINES, with Josh.   The concept of the choice was to make informative 
zines, paper booklets popular among radical subcultures in the eighties and nineties as a way of 
sharing ideas and art. The original idea was zines about the Black Panther Party, but it quickly 
expanded into general zines about various other movements, people, or ideas/feelings. 
 

 
 



ANTI-RACIST 
POETRY, with 
Mike and Rob.  The 
group read and wrote 
poetry on various 
topics relating to 
racism and anti-racist 
activism.  These are two of their poems. 
 
 
ODE TO SOLIDARITY 
by Norah Grunfeld, Seniors  
 
We fight Racism with Solidarity 
We fight Injustice with Solidarity 
We fight Poverty with Solidarity 
We fight Sexism with Solidarity 
 
We stand in unison one in our minds 
Together, mixed up all sorts of kinds 
From 4 different corners we thank Solidarity 
More different people, and places We thank it for clarity 
Our world starts healing and so do our Races 
Taking out minds and hearts breaking them outof their cases 
 
We fight Racism with Solidarity 
We fight Injustice with Solidarity 
We fight Poverty with Solidarity 
We fight Sexism with Solidarity      
We will always fight with Solidarity. 
 
 
ODE TO SOLIDARITY 
by Emilio, 14s 
 
We are all united                                               All for one and one for all 
We stand as one                  We are forever bound together  
We have solidarity       By this oath of solidarity 
For the war has begun       To fight for each other 
         To fight for peace, freedom and solidarity 
The war you ask                                 
What could it be? 
It is the war for peace, 
for solidarity, for freedom 
 
 



 
AMNESTY, with David. This year, in conjunction 
and solidarity with the four teams, mine-mill, STAR, 
The Rainbow Coalition and Idle No More, the Amnesty 
Inter-team group created petitions and one big solidarity 
card for actions during the four remaining weeks of 
camp.  With a human rights perspective, these 
corresponded to the issues that each of the teams 
focused on. 

 
 

UnCOR, 
with Judee 
and Sandra. 
Camp’s social 
action arm 
created 
petitions to the 
Southern Coalition for Social Justice supporting the struggle for voting rights, and to the 
Wisconsin State Legislature, opposing the bill barring transgender women from women’s sports 
teams. It also committed to bringing current news to campers at Share. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

SHOE INSTALLATION, with Lulu.  The Canadian 
government took the lives of thousands of indigenous 
children, whose unmarked graves were recently found.  
Canada’s Indigenous People’s Movement has been 

placing children’s shoes on 
the steps of the former 
residential schools to which 
the children had been forcibly 
removed. To honor and 

commemorate their lives, and in solidarity with Idle No More, we created and placed orange 
shoes on steps around camp.  The color orange is the color used by the indigenous people’s 
movement in Canada. 
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2021 Olympic Teams 
 

2021 
Teams 

Mine/Mill 
 

½ Robeson 

Rainbow Coalition 
 

Rec Hall 

STAR 
 

Dance Hall 

Idle No More 
 

The other ½ of 
Robeson 

Captains  
 

TEAM 
COLOR 

Izzy + Alec 
 

RED 

Rosa + Danilo 
  

BLUE 

Jake + Lamel 
 

PURPLE 

Shiori + Gabe 
 

GREEN 

Staff Sammy 
M. 

Malena Aisha Marta Flora Sam L. Malikchai Josie 

 Isaac Frieda Arty Alexa Lucy J Rob Felix Annie 
 Kiran Bronwyn Julian Samantha  M Sarah A-R  Paola Sally 
 Taylor Olly     Nikita Graham 
         

Inters Sadie Jeremy Maya G Bradley Sam Pia Ariel Arthur 
 Mili    Ayden  Primo  
         

Seniors Will Sammy Imogen Elijah Edie Ben Ian Eleanor 
 Espy Hannah Norah Naeleen Rufus Eva Quinn Aliyah 
 Vera Natalie Esme Maddie Sadie  Emme Lena 
         

Teens Laken Lalo Hannah Jackson WW Jackson M Xavier Nathan Oscar 
 Poppy Esther Tillie Mo Ella Ari Emma Mia 
 Blaze Jonah Guy Joey Henry Ian Hayato Mars 
   Quincy      

14s Ari Lilly 
Grunfeld 

Lilah Max Ollie Nina Denbele Alma 

 Mia Zola Zelda Sam Milo Jesse Twyla Will 
 Nicolas Solomon Emilio Winnie Ava Marian Lucas Lilli 

Graden 
         

CIT1 Sasha Emile Elias Julia Jaxon Coco Simon Bobbi 
 Anya  Ethan    Eli  
         

CIT2 Nico Milo Dayne Malachi Mary Pluto Sonja Izzy W 
 Tessa Aliza Stella Vivian Safira Cyrus Blaise Cassius 
 Jada  Tova  Luca    
         

CIT3 Tessa Willa Deliah Maizie Clarissa Oona Isa Sophie 
 Josh Alex  Lucy Mina Miles Sadie Bridget Eli 
 Lea  Nico  Joey  Eli Mike 
         
         
         

 



BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Rainbow Coalition (Blue) 

The Rainbow Coalition was a multiracial alliance formed in 1969 between the Chicago Black 
Panther Party, Puerto Rican Young Lords, and Poor White Young Patriots Organization. It was 
one of the moments in the history of the United States where poor people came together across 
racial lines to build power, support each other, and fight for their shared interests. 

“Fred took the Young Lords under his wing. He gave us the skills that we needed to come right 
out of the gang and start organizing the community,” José Cha Cha Jiménez, the founder of the 
Young Lords, said in a 2019 interview. “We were already fighting for our rights in our 
neighborhoods, and we needed to form a united front. Our mission was self-determination for 
our barrios and all oppressed nations.” 

The Rainbow Coalition represented a real threat to the established powers both locally in 
Chicago and nationally. The Chicago police conspired with the FBI to assassinate Fred 
Hampton, one of the key figures from the Black Panther Party, to seriously undermine the 
Rainbow Coalition effort. 

 

International Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers (Mine Mill) (Red) 

The International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers played an important role in the 
protection of workers and in desegregation efforts beginning in 1916. The union, led by active 
members of the Communist Party, was known for its militant measures in dealing with opposing 
forces, and firm in its opposition to the Red Scare politics that existed in the country during the 
Cold War. 

Mine-Mill’s radicalism extended back to its roots in early twentieth-century hard rock mining in 
the American West. Unlike many other unions, such as the Globe Miners’ Union, Mine-Mill 
organized all workers regardless of race. In states like Arizona, Mine-Mill organized Mexican-
American miners that other unions refused to organize. 

The Mine-Mill union produced the film Salt of the Earth, released in 1954. The film used actual 
Mine-Mill workers and their families as actors to depict a 1951 strike and the resulting police 
repression against Mexican workers at a zinc mine in New Mexico. It also emphasized the 
important role that women played in leading the strike. The Mine Mill leaders also became 
involved in organizing a series of annual concerts called The Peace Arch Concerts, which starred 
Paul Robeson. 

 

Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (STAR) (Purple) 

STAR was started by Sylvia Rivera and Marsha P. Johnson, LGBT rights pioneers and veterans 
of the Stonewall Riots, in 1970. They formed STAR to address issues faced by street people, 
trans people in prison, poor/homeless youths, and other marginalized people who were not being 



adequately supported or represented by the other LGBTQ organizations. STAR also protested 
against gay conversion therapy and laws in New York at the time that outlawed cross-dressing. 

Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (STAR), later changed to Street Transgender Action 
Revolutionaries, made a huge impact in the Gay Liberation movement in the 1970s. In the STAR 
Manifesto, it is written: We want a revolutionary peoples’ government, where transvestites, 
street people, women, homosexuals, puerto ricans, indians, and all oppressed people are free, and 
not fucked over by this government who treat us like the scum of the earth and kills us off like 
flies, one by one, and throws us into jail to rot. This government who spends millions of dollars 
to go to the moon, and lets the poor Americans starve to death. POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
S.T.A.R.” 

 

Idle No More (Green) 

Idle No More is a movement for the rights of native peoples to protect the lands and waters, 
founded in December 2012 by four women: three First Nations women and one non-Native ally. 
It is a grassroots protest movement uniting the Aboriginal peoples in Canada comprising the First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples as well as their non-Aboriginal supporters internationally.  

Idle No More began in November 2012 as a protest against the introduction of Bill C-45, which 
made it easier for the government and big business to push through projects (e.g., pipelines) 
without strict environmental assessment, while simultaneously diminishing the rights and 
authority of First Nations. Idle No More has protested oppressive forces through hunger strikes, 
flash-mob protests, a 1000 mile march, and national days of action. 

Idle No More still exists today and is active in many campaigns for indigenous sovereignty and 
land protection. #CancelCanadaDay, which just happened this week, was organized in response 
to the unmarked graves uncovered at Residential School sites. “We will gather to honour all of 
the lives lost to the Canadian State – Indigenous lives, Black Lives, Migrant lives, Women and 
Trans and 2Spirit lives – All of the relatives that we have lost.”  
 
    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



   



 

 

    

 

 

 

       

 

 


